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King receives condolences 

— His Majesty King Abdullah Tuesday 
received cables of condolences over die passing away of 
King Hussein from the president of Vietnam, die Council 
of Arab Ministers of Sports and Youth, and die president of 
a Mov emenL Mahfouth Nehnah. The 

.Archbishop of Canterbury expressed deep sorrow over the 
passmg of king Hussein and relayed the Evangelical 
S sa ^ ! ? ess 0ver death. In a press statement. the 
archbishop said the late King Hussein was one of the most 
prominent world leaders, adding that his love and concern 
tor “f won him the respect of millions around the 

world. He voiced hope that the goals of achieving regional 
peace, security and stability would be achieved. HRH 
Crown Prince Hamzah yesterday received a cable from the 
rommander of the Palestinian Liberation Army, Brigadier 
Faisal Fahoum. who congratulated the Prince on his desig- 
nation as heir to the Throne. 
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King receives 
condolences from 
Omani official 

AMMAN tPetra) — His 
^ Majesty King Abdullah Tues- 
day received at Raghadan 
Palace Omar Zawawi, Sultan 
Qaboos’ advisor for external 
relations, who extended his 
condolences over the passing of 
King Hussein. Zawawi con- 
veyed to King Abdullah the 
greetings and best wishes of 
S uiian Qaboos. King Abdullah 
thanked Zawawi and asked him 
to covey his best wishes for 
continual good health and hap- 
piness to Sultan Qaboos. 

At least seven 
dead in Austrian 
avalanche 

.INNSBRUCK (AFP) — At 
_ least seven people died when a 
w massive avalanche buried some 
55 people in a ski resort in west- 
ern Austria Tuesday, rescue 
officials said The victims were 
among 20 people so far pulled 
out of the snow in the village of 
Galtuer. while a further 25 were 
feared to be still buried, officials 
said three hours after the 
snow slide struck mid-after- 
noon. Four houses were seri- 
ously damaged and five other 
buildings were hit near the cen- 
tre of the village. The identity of 
those buried was not known, 
although the resort is used by 
both Austrian and foreign 
tourists. 

U.S. group reports 
• sharp rise in Web 
hate sites 

ATLANTA (R) — The KKK | 
and other racist groups are ; 
increasingly spreading hate 
messages via the Internet and 
shifting their target audience 
tram street thugs to coDege- 
bound teens, the Southern 
Poverty Law Centre said Tues- 
day. The Montgomery, Alaba- 
ma-bused centre, a human 
rights organisation dial tracks , 
hale groups and their activities, j 
said hate sites on the Internet 
had grown by nearly 60 per 
cent, from 163 in 1997 to 254 at 
the end of 1998. Nearly half of 
the more than 500 racist groups 
w operating across the U.S. are 
using Internet sites to spread 
their messages, it said in a 
report "U hi become the pro- 
paganda venue of choice,” law 
centre spokesman Mark Pbtok 
told Reuters. “It allows Klans- 
men who a few years ago could 
reach only 100 people with a 
poorly produced pamphlet to 
reach an audience in the mil- 
lions.'' 

Pinochet’s son 
seeks funds from 
Cuban exiles 

0 MIAMI i .AFP) — A son of for- 
mer Chilean dictator Augusta 
PinoeheL ravelled to the United 
States to raise money for Iris 
father's legal defence among 
anti-Castro Cuban exiles in 
south Florida, news reports 
indicate. Augusto Pincchet 
HiriarL 53. met recently with 
Miami businessmen of Cuban 
descent and i> organising a 
fundraiser event scheduled for 
March, the Miami Herald 
reported Monday. .An outspo- 
ken defender of Iris fathers 
hard-line policies. Pinochet 
Hiriari ha> described executed 
opponents to the 1973-1990 
miiiiarv dictatorship as “inhu- 
man beasts" to Spanish televi- 
0 sion reporters. 

Man immolates self 
after death of pigs 

MOSCOW (R) — A man set 
himself ablaze after three 
pixels he had bought tell ill and 
died. Russia's RLA news 
agency reported on Tuesday. 
The agency said the 30-yearold 
man. from the southern Siber- 
ian region of Altai, was so dis- 
traught after the piglets' death 
that he drank a large arrount of 
^ vodka, soaked himself in spim 
™ and >et himself on fire. 


King, Norwegian PM discuss Middle 
East peace process, economic ties 


By Francesca CSriari 

AMMAN — Norway's Prime 
Minister Kjell Magne Bonde- 
vik on Tuesday discussed with 
His Majesty King Abdullah 
and senior officials the dead- 
locked Middle East peace 
process and ways to boost bilat- 
eral economic ties. 

Norway, which hosted the 
secret negotiations that led to 
the 1993 Oslo interim peace 
accords between Israel and the 
Palestinians, and Jordan, which 
has long exerted numerous 
efforts to revive the peace 
process, “have common goals.” 
a senior Jordanian official said. 

He said Bondevik. on a 
regional tour that has already 
taken him to the- Palestinian 
self-rule areas and Israel 
briefed Jordanian officials on 
his efforts to push Israel to 
implement last October’s Wye 
River memorandum. 

Israel last December refused 
to implement long-overdue 
redeployments from the West 
Bank and froze the Iand-for- 
security deal which was 
clinched only thanks to the 
direct intervention of King 
Hussein. 

The official said Bondevik 
also relayed his belief that 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat would refrain from 
declaring an independent state 


on May 4, when the interim 
peace accords with Israel 
expire. 

The Norwegian premier’s 
meeting with King Abdullah 
came after talks with his Jor- 
danian counterpart Fayez 
Tarawneh, the government's 
economic team, and other Cab- 
inet members. 

Earlier, Bondevik was 
received by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor (see story on 
page 3) 

He was scheduled to leave 
early today to Cairo, the last 
destination of his regional tout 

Trade ties, the establishment 
of a free trade zone in the King- 
dom. and Jordan's negotiations 
fix partnership in the European 
Free Trade Area (EFEA) group 
topped the agenda of talks 
between Bondevik and 
Tarawneh. 

Discussions mainly covered 
joint industrial projects, and 
other aspects of bilateral coop- 
eration, which ranges from 
trade to social and demograph- 
ic studies. 

In the phosphate industry, the 
Norwegian group Hydro Agri 
is active in Jordan with a S600 
million project expected to be 
completed by 2001. 

Lana Dabbas. a chemical 
engineer at the Jordan Phos- 
phates and Mining Company, 
told the Jordan Times yesterday 


Turkey to try Kurd 
rebel chief Ocalan 
for treason 


ANKARA (R) — A Turkish 
judge on Tuesday charged 
Abdullah Ocalan with trea- 
son, setting in motion a trial 
that could result in the guer- 
rilla chief being hanged for 
his rebels' armed campaign 
for self-rule. 

Ocalans first appearance 
before a judge came against a 
backdrop of sporadic violent 
protests inside Turkey and 
increasing European concern 
that his trial should be fain 

Such Western worries may 
not be helped by the fact that 
a group of lawyers defending 
Ocalan were unable to visit 
their client due to bureaucrat- 
ic delay. 

Anatolia news agency 
quoted lawyer and human 
rights activist Osman Bay- 
demir as saying written 
authority for their visit had 
not reached officials at- the 
port opposite the prison 
island where Ocalan is being 
held. 

“Our sole aim is to speak to 
Abdullah Ocalan and remind 
him of his legal rights,” Bay- 
demir was quoted as saying. 

Passers-by screamed abuse 
at the lawyers as they waited 
at the dockside. They later 
left the port without seeing 
their client, the agency said. 

Turkey rebuffed a Euro- 
pean Union (EU) call for 
international observers to be 
allowed at the trial, arguing 
such formal representatives 
would compromise the inde- 
pendence of Turkey's judicia- 
ry- 

"“The EU’s idea of sending 
observers... is not accept- 
able." the foreign ministry 
said in a statement. It said 
individual monitors not for- 
mally recognised by the court 
could follow the case, if the 
trial judges agreed. 

Ankara also turned down a 
visit from a senior member of 
the Council of Europe, which 
monitors human rights in 
Europe, to discuss Ocalan. 

No date has yet been set for 
the trial expected to be held 
on the Imraii prison island in 
the Sea of Marmara where 
Ocalan has been jailed since 


he was captured in Kenya last 
week. 

The charge of treason car- 
ries capital punishment and 
will probably be heard by a 
quasi-military court presided 
over by a panel of three 
judges, one of whom is an 
armed forces officer. 

Turkey has not carried out 
the death penalty since 1984 
and any execution must be 
passed by a new parliament, 
the formation of which will 
not be known until after elec- 
tions in April. 

Ocalan founded the Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK), 
fighting for self-rule in the 
southeast in a conflict that has 
cost more than 29.000 lives. 

Thridsh troops killed 14 of 
Ocaian's guerrillas in fighting 
in the southeast of the coun- 
try over the last two days, 
authorities running emer- 
gency rule in the region said. 

The clashes took place in 
the Siirt and Simak 
provinces, both encompassed 
by the emergency rule 
authority that has barred for- 
eign media from the mainly- 
Kurdish area it controls. 

The authority is based in 
Diyarbakir where pro- Oca] an 
demonstrators shot and light- 
ly wounded one policeman in 
a protest on Tuesday. Police 
arrested scores as they broke 
up the gathering, witnesses 
said. 

Istanbul police arrested 57 
people in connection with a 
number of petrol bomb 
attacks in the city thought to 
.be connected to Ocaian’s 
arrest, Anatolia said. 

Greek Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis accused 
Turkey of starting a “defama- 
tory campaign against 
Greece” and said it would 
fail. 

Interior ministers from 11 
EU countries were to meet in 
Bonn on Tuesday to discuss 
the Ocalan capture and the 
wave of protests it set off 
across Europe last week. 

The affair has cost the jobs 
of three Greek cabinet minis- 



King holds 
talks with Iraqi 
foreign minister 

Sahhaf delivers message 
from Saddam Hussein 


His Majesty King Abdallah meets Tuesday with Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell 
Magne Bondevik for discussions on the Middle East peace process (Petra photo) 


that the Hydro Agri project 
includes the construction of a 
plant in Al Shadiyeh, southern 
Jordan, for the production of 
440.000 metric tonnes per year 
of phosphoric acids, used in the 
production of fertilisers. 

A plant in the Red Sea port 
city of Aqaba will also allow 
for the production of 12 mil- 
lion tonnes per year of dr- 
ammonium phosphate, also for 
fertiliser production. 

A Norwegian embassy 


source emphasised that the two 
plants ate expected to create 
around 1,000 new jobs. 

Together with Canada, and 
with the support of die United 
. Nations Children’s Fund, Nor- 
way also sponsored a survey on 
living conditions analysing 
social economic, and cultural 
trends in Jordanian society. 

'‘Jordanian Society — Living 
Conditions in the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan," published 
last October by the Oslo-based 


Institute for Applied Social Sci- 
ences (FAFO) in cooperation 
with the Department of Statis- 
tics, represents the most com- 
prehensive and updated survey 
so far on living conditions in 
the Kingdom. 

Jordanian officials have 
stressed that the report provides 
a basis for policy-making to 
raise standards of living for the 
population as a whole; but 
especially for the weakest sec- 
tors. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
on Tuesday met with 
Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Al Sah- 
haf, who delivered a 
message from President 
Saddam Hussein, the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. 

Petra said that during 
the meeting, attended by 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Hah 
Khatib, Sahhaf offered 
condolences to King 
Abdullah on the passing 
away of King Hussein. 

The agency did not dis- 
close the content of the 
letter from Saddam Hus- 
sein in its brief dispatch 
about the meeting, the 
first between the King 
and a senior Iraqi official 
since he took the oath as 
the Kingdom’s fourth 
Hashemite Monarch. 

Iraq sent one of Presi- 
dent Saddam's two 
deputies, Taha Mubied- 


din Ma’arouf, to attend 
the funeral of King Hus- 
sein. 

Sahhaf, who arrived 
here from Beirut, was on 
a Middle East tour that 
included Syria, Sudan 
and several North 
African nations. His tour 
was organised to lobby 
for Arab support against 
U.S. threats against 
Baghdad. 

Iraq has been under 
repeated fighter-bomber 
attacks from U.S. and 
British warplanes since 
Feb. 4. 

The Iraqi minister, who 
is due to leave for Iraq 
today, is expected to hold 
a press conference at the 
Guest Palace before his 
departure. He is to 
respond to questions 
about recent news 
reports about unrest in 
Iraq following the killing 
of a senior Shiite Muslim 
cleric. 


Hizbollah guerrillas kill 3 Israeli officers 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
commander of Israel’s elite 
parairoop commandos and 
two of his lieutenants were 
killed and five soldiers wound- 
ed early Tuesday in an ambush 
by Islamist guerrillas in south 
Lebanon, the army said. 

It was the deadliest blow to 
the Israeli array in Lebanon in 
months and promptly sparked 
renewed calls from govern- 
ment hardliners for harsh retal- 
iatory strikes deep into 
Lebanon. 

Major ‘Eitan Balahsan, 34, 
commander of the Sayeret 
Tzanhanim Paratroop Com- 
mando Unit, was one of the 
most senior Israeli officers 
killed in the buffer zone Israel 
has occupied in south Lebanon 
since 1985. 

The Tzanhanim unit was on 
an offensive operation hunting 
for positions of the Shiite mili- 
tia Hizbollah a kilometre north 
of the buffer zone when they 


ran into a group of abom three 
Hizbollah lookouts shortly 
after midmgbt, officials said 

Balahsan and one lieutenant 
were leading an advance 
reconnaissance unit of the 
patrol and were cut down at 
close range by the Hizbollah 
lookouts. 

The second lieutenant was 
killed and another officer and 
four soldiers were wounded 
when they rushed forward to 
help their commander and 
were met by a hail of grenades 
and automatic weapons fire. 

Four of the men were in 
moderate condition and one 
was slightly hurt, all suffering 
from shrapnel wounds. 

It was the first time this year 
that Israeli soldiers have been 
killed in Lebanon. In 1998, 24 
Israeli troops were killed and 
109 wounded. 

The initial battle Tuesday 
lasted only 15 minutes but 
Hizbollah fighters further to 


the rear pounded the area with 
mortar and rocket fire as Israeli 
Blackhawk helicopters evacu- 
ated the wounded. 

Hizbollah issued a statement 
in Beirut saying its “heroes... 
have again proved that any 
enemy attempts to regain the 
military initiative were 
doomed to fafl." 

Israel responded to its losses 
by pounding suspected 
HizboOah positions in die area 
with air strikes and more than 
200 artillery shells, Lebanese 
sources said. There were no 
immediate reports of casual- 
ties from the attacks. 

It was the deadliest battle for 
Israel in several months and 
die first test for Israel’s new 
defence minister. Moshe 
Arens, a hawk who was 
appointed to the post in Janu- 
ary and advocates an offensive 
policy in Lebanon. 

Prime Minister Beoyamin 
Netanyahu. visiting the 


wounded at Haifa's Rarabam 
hospital said the elite para- 
troop unit ran into “bad luck.” 

“Ibis was a difficult day for 
die army because we cannot 
plan ahead in this kind of a 
war;” be said. 

Netanyahu reaffirmed that 
his government is willing to 
withdraw from die buffer zone 
as soon as Lebanon guarantees 
the security of Israel’s northern 
border from attacks by Hizbol- 
lah or other movements. 

Lebanon and its Syrian 
patron insist either on a unilat- 
eral Israeli withdrawal or a full 
regional peace which would 
also include an Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights it occupied in 1967. 

Netanyahu rejected this 
anew on Tuesday. 

‘The Syrians are putting for- 
ward demands that force Israel 
to give up all its strategic assets 
and this is impossible,” he 
said. 


‘T hope the Syrians will 
change their position and enter 
fruitful negotiations without 
preconditions,” he said. 

“I have reason to believe that 
after die elections [in Israel in 
May] we will find a way to 
begin the political discussion 
with Syria that will affect the 
Lebanese border,” he said. 

His public security minister. 
Avigdor Kahalanl took a 
harsher line, raging tough 
reprisal attacks against 
Lebanon. 

‘Israel should cut fee elec- 
tricity to Beirut,” he said, echo- 
ing past calls by several hard- 
line ministers in Netanyahu's 
right-wing government for a 
tougher policy in Lebanon. 

But there were also renewed 
calls Tuesday for Israel to sim- 
ply quit the buffer zone. 

“The time has come for a 
unilateral withdrawal” said 
Labour Party deputy Yossi 
Beilin. 


Major powers announce partial Kosovo autonomy deal 


RAMBOUILLET (R) — 
Putting a brave face on a par- 
tial peace deal, major powers 
said on Tuesday agreement 
had been reached on substan- 
tial autonomy for Kosovo at 
marathon talks between Serbs 
and majority ethnic Albanians. 

But neither side signed the 
accord and it will take another 
conference starting on March 
15 in France to discuss the cru- 
cial civilian and military 
implementation of self-rule. 

The Kosovo Albanians 
accepted conditionally, subject 
to a two-week delay to conktit 
their people and fighters in the 
hills. The Seths said they 
accepted the principle of 
autonomy but demanded that 
an accord rule out indepen- 
dence for Kosovo or the status 
of a third republic within 
Yugoslavia. 

The six-nation Contact 
Group, which steered 17 days 
of indirect negotiations at 
Rambouillet Chaieau near 
Paris, called for an immediate 
ceasefire in Kosovo, where 
some 2,000 people have been 
lolled in fighting in the past 
year. 

“We expect the parties to 
honour fully and immediately 
the ceasefire which should be 
in place throughout Kosovo.” 
the group said in a statement 


US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said Tues- 
day's partial agreement had 
broken the stalemate in Koso- 
vo. ‘This settlement is the best 
deal either side could hope to 
achieve,” she said. 

Albright said a NATO threat 
remained in force to bomb the 
Serbs unless they signed up to 
a full peace deaL 

‘There should be no doubt 
that NATO’s Jan. 30 decision 
permitting Secretary General 
[Javier] Solana to authorise air 
strikes remains in force,” she 
told a news conference. 

But it was up to the Kosovo 
Albanians to “create this black 
and white situation” by fully 
accepting an accord them- 
selves, Albright said. 

Yugoslavia has consistently 
rejected the idea of NATO 
troops enforcing a peace deal 
in Kosovo. However, asked if 
the deal could be implemented 
by anything other than NATO 
troops, Albright said; *T can 
just tell you point blank from 
the perspective of the United 
States, absolutely not. It must 
be a NATO-led force. It can 
cooperate with other kinds of 
forces.” 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook acknowledged 
that complete agreement had 
proved impossible, but said 







A fighter in the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) Tuesday fires a heavy-machine gun 
out of a window at Serb army and police forces after fighting erupted in Bukos, some 
30 kilometres northeast of Pristina. Despite a tenative peace deal reached in Ram- 
bouillet, France, between the warring factions, the KLA and Serb armed forces are 
increasingly at odds in this strife-torn southern Yugoslav republic (AP photo) 


impressive progress had been 
made towards “a democratic, 
self-governing Kosovo wife 
its own government, assembly 
and courts” 

‘Today is not the end of that 


process but only the end of have signed the autonomy 
phase one of that process,” accord by the start of the 
Cook said “We have done a March 15 implementation 
lot here, even if we’ve not yet conference, he said 


done enough.” 

Both sides were expected to 


(Continued on page 2) 
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United Nations says releases 


92 Iraqi oil spares contracts 


BAGHDAD (R) — The 
United Nations has released 
92 contracts allowing Iraq 
to buy spare parts for its 
dilapidated oil industry, a 
U.N, statement issued in 
Baghdad said on Tuesday. 

“Since the secretary-gen- 
eral's Dec. 29 1 998 appeal... 
to review the status of con- 
tracts applications for the 
purchase by Iraq of oil 
industry spare parts and 
equipment, holds have been 
lifted on 92 contracts," the 
statement said. 

"At the end of 1998 there 
were 144 contracts worth 
$45 million on hold. An 
additional 34 contracts have 
been put on hold this year," 
the statement said. 

Secretary General Kofi 
Annan last December asked 


Committee 661. in charge 
of approving Iraq's trade 
with world firms, to review 
the status of contract appli- 
cations for the purchase of 
oil spare pans. 

Iraq is under stringent 
economic sanctions 

imposed for Baghdad's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Under the rales of the 
U.N. pact, all food. oil. and 
other contracts must be 
passed to a special commit- 
tee at the world body’s 
headquarters for approval 
before shipments can be 
made. 

The U.N. statement also 
said they received further 
three oil sector contracts 
worth $463,963 bringing 
the total number received to 
516 worth $275,974,445. 


Earlier this month. Iraq 
accused the United States 
and Britain of blocking 20 
per cent of the import of oil 
spare parts. 

Iraq has repeatedly com- 
plained that only a few 
spare pans bought by it 
under the oil pact had 
arrived in the country to 
repair its worn-out oil 
installations. 

Under phases four and 
five of the U.N.-monitored 
oil-for-food programme 
begun in December 1996, 
Iraq can import a total of 
$600 million worth of oil 
industry equipment. 

The U.N. statement said 
two contracts for the sale of 
Iraqi oil have been 
approved. One of them 
worth $3 million and 


involving a Greek company 
and the other involving a 
Malaysian firm worth $1.8 
million. 

'"Since the first oil ship- 
ments under Phase V on 
Dec. 4, Iraq has exported 
154.94 million barrels of oil 
for an average export rate of 
two million barrels per day" 
the U.N. statement said. 

It added that the revenue 
raised was about $1 .3 17 bil- 
lion. 

Iraq is allowed to export 
$5.26 billion of oil every six- 
months under strict U.N. 
monitoring to help pay for 
humanitarian supplies. Low 
oil prices and damaged 
installations mean it is 
unable to reach that level. 


Iraqi missiles fired at U.S. planes 
causing damage — U.N. report 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Iraqi missiles fired at U.S. and 
British planes flying over the 
northern no-fly zone have 
caused some civilian damage 
and hampered UN. operations, 
according to a UN. report. 

The United Nations is con- 
cerned that continued aerial 
confrontations could affect 
food deliveries in northern 
areas and has restricted staff 
movements between 11 am 
and 3 p.m. local time — die 
lime when most incidents take 
place, it said. 

The report by Hans von Spo- 
neck. the UN. humanitarian 
coordinator in Baghdad, pro- 
vided a rare insight into the 
effects of the aerial confronta- 
tions in Iraq's northern and 
southern no-fly zones over the 
past two months. It was given 
to the U.N. Security Council on 


Friday. 

Russia’s Deputy UN. 
Ambassador Yuriy Fedotov 
said the zones were not autho- 
rised by the Security Council 
and expressed ‘‘deep concern" 
at the “ongoing, systematic 
bombings." 

The British and American 
ambassadors retorted that allied 
planes were responding to Iraqi 
threats and attacks and argued 
that die no-fly zones are justi- 
fied under international law 
because they protect civilians 
from Iraqi government repres- 
sion. 

‘'There is no intention on the 
part of the United States or 
Britain to target Iraqi civilians," 
said Deputy US. Ambassador 
Peter Burieigfr. citing only one 
errant missile that lolled 17 
civilians near die southern port 
city of Basra. ‘That's why the 


Iraqis are so frustrated." 

There have been mare than 
80 incidents involving Ameri- 
can and British fighter jets in 
the no-fly zones in the past two 
months, but little independent 
information has been disclosed. 

Von Sponeck said die report 
was based on information from 
UN. personnel and from his 
own visit on Feb. 12 to the 
region around die city of 
Dohuk, which is 60 kilometres 
south of the Turkish border 

Between Feta. 2-12, the report 
said 33 missiles landed in a 
25<>square-kilo metre area 
around Dohuk and at least 21 
exploded. The rmssQes 
appeared to be surface-to-sur- 
face artillery rockets fired from 
mobile, multiple rocket launch- 
ers, it said 

UN. personnel in the area 
were not in a position to con- 


firm any casualties but said an 
unoccupied newly constructed 
three-storey house in the Hai Al 
Askari bousing complex in 
Dohuk city was severely dam- 
aged on Feta 12, the report said 

‘The remaining missiles fell 
in open areas, some close to 
residential buildings." the 
report said 

The missiles have created 
anxiety among the local popu- 
lation and stress among UN. 
observers, although to date, no 
explosion has occurred in the 
immediate vicinity of a UN. 
staff member. It said 

The UN. World Food Pro- 
gram is concerned that the 
daily delivery of about 2,000 
tons of food to Dohuk in 60-70 
trucks could be affected by 
continued aerial incidents, the 
report said 


Major powers announce partial Kosovo autonomy deal 


(Continued page Tt) 


The Serbs called ‘for fur- 
ther negotiations and said 
they were prepared to dis- 
cuss the size and make-up of 
an “international presence,” 
but did not mention a mili- 
tary force. 

Ethnic Albanians outnum- 
ber Serbs in Kosovo by nine 
to one. 

Despite the news from 
RambouHlet, a spokesman 
for an ethnic Albanian leader 
in Kosovo said the talks 
could not bring peace and 
the guerrillas would wage 
their “liberation war" to the 
end. 

The comment came from a 
spokesman for Adem 
Demaci, a political represen- 
tative of the Kosovo Libera- 
tion Army (KLA) who has 


boycotted the negotiations in 
France, although there were 
four other KLA men in the 
delegation. 

The Contact Group — the 
United States. Russia, 
France, Britain, Italy and 
Germany — originally set a 
deadline of last Saturday for 
a deal but extended it by 
three days after neither sick 
gave a clear “yes" to peace 
proposals. 

Fighting resumed in Koso- 
vo on Tuesday without wait- 
ing for the outcome of the 
Rambouillet talks. Five Serb 
policemen and an Associat- 
ed Press photographer were 
wounded. 

The U.N. refugee agency 
said 9,000 people had fled 
their homes in the past three 
days alone. 

In Belgrade, Yugoslav 


Deputy Prime Minister Vuk 
Draskovic accused 

international mediators’ of 
playing “games behind the 
scenes" and altering the draft 
peace plan at the last minute 
to include a formula for an 
eventual referendum on 
independence. 

Russia, a close Serb ally 
and a Contact Group mem- 
ber. urged both warring par- 
ties to “show political wis- 
dom" and teach a deal. 
Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev said NATO strikes 
would lead to “another Viet- 
nam" in the heart of Europe, 
and the head of Russia's 
Orthodox church warned of 
a third World War. 

In a separate development 
diplomats and international 
peace monitors said 
Yugoslav army engineers 


had placed explosives on a 
key bridge on the main high- 
way ‘ connecting. Kosovo’s' 
capital Pristina, with the 
Macedonian border. 

“With the possibility of 
NATO attacks on Yugoslavia 
very real and with a sizeable 
[NATO] force just down the 
road in Macedonia this sort 
of preparation would be 
standard military proce- 
dure," said a Western diplo- 
mat in Macedonia. 

“The Yugoslav army is 
serious and professional. 
They wouldn’t be a match 
for NATO if it came to it but 
they would use every means 
to frustrate an attack, includ- 
ing blowing up the bridges 
and tunnels that NATO 
ground forces would want to 
use to enter Kosovo if it 
came down to it.” 



Two Iraqi workers make some repairs on the dome of Faleh Basha Al Saadoun 
Mosqne in the Shiite city of Nassiriya in southern Iraq Tuesday which showed no 
signs of the violent dashes reported by opposition Iraqi groups. Traffic policemen 
were the only security presence spotted on a tour organised by Iraqi authorities 
around Nassiriya, 300 kms south of the capital Shops were open and traffic flowed as 
normal (AFP photo) 


Nouri says disqualification illegal 


TEHRAN (AFP) —The lead- 
ing reformer running in 
Tehran's landmark municipal 
polls said Tbesday that his dis- 
qualification by the conserva- 
tive-dominated election super- 
vision council was QlegaL 
Both the interior ministry 
and a conciliation committee 
have declared the removal 
from the ballot of 12 reform 
candidates led by Vice Presi- 
dent Abdullah Nouri to be 
“Illegal and baseless,” said 
Nuri, who is close to moderate 
President Mohammad Khata- 


mi. 


The reformist-led interior 
ministry issued a statement 
“rejecting die rumours about 
the ineligibility of some candi- 
dates” in the country's first- 
ever municipal elections, 
which will be held nationwide. 

“AD the candidacies pub- 
lished in recent days within the 
legal time period are valid and 
the candidates can campaign," 
the ministry said 

However, the supervision 
council which decides whose 
candidacies are valid, has said 
that Nouri did not resign from 
his vice presidential post in 
time to run in Friday's elec- 
tions. In response to criticism 
by Tehran Governor Ayatollah 
Azarmi of the ilth-hour dis- 


qualifications, the council's 
leader, conservative MP Ali 
Movabedi-Savqjl said 
“There is no time period for 
announcing eligibility.'' 

Azarmi had told the official 
news agency IRNA: 'Due to 
the fact that the deadline tty 
which tiie supervision council 
had to express its views on the 
candidates has expired. 
Tehran’s govemorate general 
cannot accept the rejection of 
the qualifications of these can- 
didates." 

Movahedi-Savoji also said 
that (he conciliation commit- 
tee’s opinion “could not in any 
case block our decision.” 

“The rejected candidates 
cannot put themselves forward 
while the problems concern- 
ing them have not been 
resolved. Without that, ballots 
in their favour will be void,” be 
told the conservative Kayhan 
newspaper. 

Deputy Interior Minister 
Mostafa Tajzadeh. who is 
responsible for organising Fri- 
day's vote, had charged that 
Mohavedi-Savoji’s disqualifi- 
cation order against the mod- 
erate candidates was invalid 
because it bore the signatures 
of just two of the supervision 
council's members, not the 
three required by law. 


But Mofaavedi-Savoji retort- 
ed that the order was quite 
legal because the decision had 
been taken in the presence of 
three of the council's mem- 
bers. 

Some of the candidates had 
been disqualified for failing to 
provide documentary proof 
that they had resigned from all 
government posts as required 
by electoral law, Kayhan said. 

Others had failed to sign the 
required declaration of support 
for the position of supreme 
leaden the constitutional cen- 
trepiece of Iran's Islamic 
republic currently held by 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

And one candidate did not 
have the dean police record 
required by electoral law, Kay- 
han said. 

“Whether my eligibility is 
approved by the council or not 
makes no difference to me.” 
Nouri told a news conference, 
adding that “what's important 
is that the elections take 
place.” 

Control of the capital with 
its 10 million-plus population 
is the principal prize in the 
elections as both conservatives 
and reformers seek to consoli- 
date their local power base 
ahead of next year’s key par- 
liamentary elections. 


Libya 

undecided 


ft 


on suspects’ 
handover 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 

Libya is seeking clarification on • 
two key issues surrounding the 
hand over of two men accused, 
of the 19SS Pan Am jet bomb- 
ing. an apparent indication no 
decision has been taken yet® 
their surrender. 

Diplomats dose to negoti- 

ations said Libya’s Foreign 
Minister Omar Mustafa Al 
Moniassex again raised con- 
cerns chat U.N. sanctions would if | ; 
be suspended not lifted, and 
questioned arrangements for 
the two Libyans at Barinxtie 
prison near Glasgow in Sa* 
land, should they be convicted. 

But they said on Monday that 
he did riot contest what bad 
been a key dispute — that the 
two be jailed in Scotland rather 
than in the Netherlands or in 
Tripoli itself. 

“It looks like they want to 
pocket as much as they can 
before making a decision,” one 
envoy said 

“dr this could be a smoke- 
screen in the absence of a pofa- 
ical decision." At issue is the 
handing over by Libya for trial 
before a Scottish court sitting in 
the Netherlands of two su^ects 
in the December 1988 bombing • 
of Pan Am flight 103 over the 
Scottish village of Lockerbie. A 
total of 270 people were killed, 
including II on the ground, 
most of them Americans. 

Al Montasser responded over 
the weekend to a letter from 
UN. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan who gave assurances 
and clarification to previous 
questions. UN. spokesman 
Fred Edchard said without elab- 
orating. Arman also spoke by 
telephone to the foreign minis- 
ter last Friday. Annan, whose 
office has been a conduit 
among the United States, 

Britain and Libya, will report so 
the UN. Security Coundl by 


first imposed in 1992 and 
toughened in 1993. UN. offi- 
cials, reacting to an announce- 
ment from Saudi Arabia and 
South Africa earlier this month 
that a deal was imminent, are 
hopeful the hand over will stiS 
take place — but not tty Friday 
before foe sanctions review. 
The United States has said it 
would ask the council to tighten 
sanctions if Libya did not 
respond by Friday. But council 
members said there is little sup- 
port for an oil embargo or any 
other new bans. 

The Security Coundl 
imposed sanctions on Libya 
because of its failure to extra- 
dite the suspects. They indude a fi 
flight and arms ban and an 
embargo on some types of oD 
equipment and would be sus- 
pended automatically when the 
two suspects arrive at camp 
Zeist a former military base in 
the Netherlands. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

19:10 News headlines 

19 J5 Doc. — Perspective 

20:00 News in Arabic (Channel 
2 links up with channel I j 
20:30 Programme on the lore 
His Majesty King Hussein 
21:00 Islamic History in Jordan 
21:30 ...On the Banks of Jordan 

22:00 ... News in English 

22:10 Doc. — National Geo- 
graphic 

23:00 ..News in Arabic (‘Chan- 
nel 2 links up with channel 1 J 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:48 Fajr 

06:06 (Sunrise iDuha 

11:49 Dhuhr 

15:01 Asr 

17:32 Maghreb 

18:49 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
46327S5 

SL Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4621166 

Anglican Church Td. 
4624S53/4624S1I. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5S65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 


JORDAN TIMES D/ ILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swet- 
fieb Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477 1331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 21 
Humidity readings: Amman 
35 per cent, Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloun .00/11 

Jerasb .Q5/I8 

l)m Qays 03/17 

Madaba 01/16 

Petra 00/17 

Dead Sea 09/25 


Palestine Pharmacy.. (05)983562 

EMERGENCIES 


Hussein Medical Centre „5856S56 
Luzmila 4630195 


Food Control Centre..... 463 7 1 1 1 
Civil Defcrrc Department 5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PbBoe 192,4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade- — .4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied hy the 
Department of Meteorology 


Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail, skies cloudy, and 
winds northwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active, 
and seas calm. 


Amman 03/16 

Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 02/18 

Jordan Valley OS/2 3 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Bahjat Bader .5332642 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim ......5350432 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddotwii.4893542 
Dr. Khalil AI Tosluq 4757253 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
Rukn Al Dawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Gbazi Ta'amneh (021250080 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Nabbaiu05)3S5 1 743 


Traffic olice*. 4896390 

Public Security Dept.... 4630321 
Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

Vvto&Sewc^OOTphrts 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 478711! 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 
..4623101 


Khatidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity. . .4642362 

Molhas, J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisaru .-..5607071 
Shmasani Hospital — .5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

Unrercity Hospital 5353444 

AI-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Ai-Ahll Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 
AJ-Boshin 4775 1 1 1/26 


FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Army. Marka 4S9161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital— .5157100 

Amal Hospital 3607155 


Al Amal Cancer Centre -5353000 


This information is supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
{44)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can he sup- 
plied on phone 4S7520/ -5 


10:30 Jeddah CSV) 

12:20 Kuwait cK(J) 

13:10 Tunis (TU) 

13:20 Bahrain iGF) 

14:30 Milan (AZ) 

15:05 Vienna (OS ) 

16:30 Algiers (AH) 

16 ; 4 5 Paris (TV) 

18:05 Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PKl 

18=40 Beirut (MEl 

20:30 Frankfurt (LH) 

00:55 London. Damascus (BA) 

01=25 Athens (OA) 

02:00 Rome ( AZ) 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


..(09)900560 


Ibn Sim Hospital — (09)98673 1 
AI Hikraa Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


Abdali TeL Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 5815615 IRBID: 

Electric Rawer Co..- -.4636381 Princess Basma Hospital 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 .(02)275555 

Queen Alia IntLAirpon -44-53200 Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

HOSPITALS (02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rrsary Sisters Hospital 

AMMAN: (02)7102831. (02)7102011 

The Arab Centre ft* Heart and Spe- Speciality Hospital — (02)7103100 

rial Surges 5921 199 AQABA: 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014111 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RT) 

Flights 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08 :35 Jeddah (RJj 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJv 

09:55 Lamaca (RJ) 

15:00 .New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:25 London (TU> 

16:50 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:55 Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 Rome (RJ) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

19:00 ....Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

19=05 Paris. Berlin (RJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

23:59 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 


R<tyal Wings (RW) Flights 
08:50 Aqaba (arriving at QAIAl 
(RW) ' ' 

09J5_Aqaba ( arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RWi 

16:00. Aqaba (arriving ar Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

17:45 Haifa (arriving at QA1A) 

18:45 Td Aviv (arriving at 
QAIAhRW) 


20:35 New Delhi (RJ) 

20:45 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 
21:00 ...Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:30 Lamaca (CY) 

06:50 Damascus, London (BA) 

07=25 Paris (AF) 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

12:00 ..Medina. Jeddah (SV) 

13:20 Kuwait (KU) 

14:10 Bahrain (GF) 

14:10 Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

15:50 Milan (AZ) 

17:45 Sanaa (IY) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

20:00 Beirut (ME) 

02:, *5 Athens (OA) 

°5:00 Milan (AZ) 


DEPARTURES 

Lamaca iRjj 

j Rome iRj> 

Istanbul iRJj 

London (RJ) 

f” :30 Tel Aviv (add) <rj« 

Joijf Beimt 

:^* 4S Colombo (Rj) 

-0:15 Riyadh, Dhahran (Rj» 

Bombay (Rj, 

“°’ 25 Cairo | RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) flights 
08:30 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

15:15 Haifa (from Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

1630 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air- 
PwtXRW) 

20=30 -Aqaba (foam QAIA) 
(RW >08:30 Aqaba (from Marks 
Airport) (RW) 

15:15 Haifa (from Marka Airport) 
IRW) 

16:30 Td Aviv (from Marita Air- 
poriXRW) 

20-JO ..Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 


* 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor on Tuesday receives Norwegian Prime Minister KjeU Magne Bondevik at Bab AJ Salam Palace (Petra 
photo) 


Norway’s PM praises Jordan’s demining efforts, 
pledges continued support to United World College 


.AMMAN — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor on Tuesday 
received Norwegian Prime 
Minister KjeU Magne Bonde- 
vik at Bab A1 Salam Palace. 

Prime Minister Bondevik 
proposed arranging an 
international seminar at the 
Nobel Institute in Oslo in 
honour of and to commemo- 
rate His Majesty the iaie King 
Hussein and his work for 
peace. 

The Queen and the prime 
minister also discussed Nor- 
wegian cooperation for dem- 
ining in Jordan. Last year, 
Norway contributed SI mil- 
lion worth of demining 
equipment to Jordan. 

The prime minister praised 
Queen Noor’s efforts in the 
global campaign to ban land- 
mines, said that Norway will 
proride Jordan with a new 
mine clearance machine. The 
Queen scud that Norway has 
played a pivotal role in the 
mine-ban campaign and 
expressed the country’s 
.appreciation for easing the 
heavy burden of landmines 
that Jordan carries. He said 


both she and the government 
are committed to promoting a 
wider regional commitment 
to the Ottawa Landmine Ban 
Treaty. 

Prime Minister Bondevik 
told the Queen that Norway 
has covered the cost of ten 
students from developing 
countries to attend the United 
Nations University 

International Leadership 
Academy (UNUILA) and 
will continue to do so in com- 
ing years. Queen Noor. who 
chairs the UNUILA 
international advisory board, 
said that King Hussein was 
very encouraged by this pro- 
gramme and was hopeful that 
it would produce world lead- 
ers in different fields who 
will develop a network 
among themselves as well as 
a “shared sense of common 
destiny to which they can 
contribute.” 

The Queen expressed her 
hope that the prime minister 
would participate in the acad- 
emy’s future programmes. 

The Queen and the prime 
minister discussed the 


Queen’s visit to Norway in 
1995 to inaugurate the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
United World College in Nor- 
way. The prime minister said 
that as minister of education 
during the 1 980s he had been 
involved in the preparations 
for that college. 

Queen Noor. president of 
the United World College 
(TJWC). said the Norway 
College was a source of pride 
to her and to the President of 
the UWC International 
Council Nelson Mandela, 
adding that she hopes to 
establish an 1 1th UWC in the 
Middle EasL Preliminary 
studies for the college have 
been undertaken at a site in 
Aqaba, which overlooks “the 
strategic and symbolic junc- 
ture of Jordan, Israel, Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt.” 

The UWC is an equal 
opportunity international sec- 
ondary education programme 
designed to foster cross-cul- 
tural understanding and glob- 
al peace. 

The prime minister ended 
his visit by announcing tbaj 


Norway will offer $1 million 
to Jordan for a project on 
water resources.- 

Queen Noor said Jordan 
was suffering from a drought 
until His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. when he first returned to 
Jordan from the Mayo Clinic, 
was blessed by “a downpour 
of affection from our people 
and of rain." 

She added that Jordan’s 
reservoirs have reached over 
50% of their capacity and 
hopefully will be full by the 
end of the winter season. 

The Queen said that the 
country welcomes Norway’s 
“continued and sustained 
cooperation in this field, 
which is of vital priority for 
Jordan" 

Attending the meeting with 
the Queen and Prime Minis- 
ter Bondevik were Minis ter 
of Public Works and Trans- 
port Nasser Lawzi, Norwe- 
gian Ambassador Jan Jolle, 
Norwegian State Secretaiy 
Odd Saeter and Special Advi- 
sors Ambassador Tfeiye 
Larsen and Ambassador 
Mona Find. 


Queen, Prince Hashem receive 
condolences from local NGOs 


We are all one family in thanking God for King Hussein’s 
life and one family in mourning for his loss’ 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Tues- 
day received officials of the 
Royal Coun and members of 
her organisations, who came 
to pay their condolences at 
Basman Palace. 

The organisations included 
the Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion, the National Task Force 
for Children, the General 
Federation of Jordanian 
Women, the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club, 
the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature, the 
members of the Higher 
National Committee for the 
Jerash Festival, the Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation, the SOS 
National Association, the 
Petra National Trust, the 
Amal Cancer Centre, the 
World Conservation of 
Nature's National Commii- 
lee. the United World Col- 
leges' National Committee, 
the Human Appeal Club, the 


Haya .•Arts Centre, the 
National Committee for Spe- 
cial Olympics and members 
of the Farah Hospital ai the 
King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre." 

Accompanying the Queen 


was her son His Royal High- 
ness Prince Hashem. 

Later, Queen Noor and 
Prince Hashem met the mul- 
titude of mourners, who 
came to pray at the grave of 
His Majesty the late King 


Hussein. 

Queen Noor told them “we 
are all one family in thanking 
God for King Hussein’s life 
and one family in mourning 
for his loss." 


Chechens mark eviction from Caucasus 


Cabinet likely to announce 
two-day weekend 

Choice of days likely to conflict with financial sector holiday 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The Council 
of Minis ters is most likely 
to announce a two-day 
weekend following months 
of debate. Minister of 
Administrative Develop- 
ment Bassaxn Amo us h said 
Tuesday. 

Amoush indicated that 
there is a consensus among 
the Cabinet ministers to 
consider Thursday and Fri- 
day as the official weekend 
for public and private sector 
employees, but added that 
the decision has not been 
approved yet. 

The minis ter told the Jor- 
dan Times that the substi- 
tute for the additional day 
will be to increase the cur- 
rent weekly working hours 
by one hour each day from 
Saturday to Wednesday. 


Government departments 
working hours are currendy 
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Amoush did not say when 
the Cabinet will discuss the 
topic for approval but the 
daily Al Arab Al Yawm said 
the Council of Ministers 
was expected to discuss the 
issue during its session yes- 
terday. 

If the decision is 
approved by the Cabinet, 
the country will have a two- 
day weekend, but it will 
contradict the recently 
agreed upon holiday in the 
financial sector of Friday 
and Saturday — the two 
days on which banks and 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket have agreed to take their 
holidays. 

Private sector representa- 
tives have indicated that if 
the government decision is 


approved, it will decrease 
the productivity of govern- 
ment employees. 

Fahd Fanek, an economic 
columnist, wrote Tuesday 
that the decision, if 
approved, will lead to 
reduced productivity. 

“The Kingdom is a poor 
and non-industrial country, 
thus the talk about holidays 
should focus on shortening 
them.” Fanek wrote in his 
article. 

Fanek quoted a senior pri- 
vate sector firm as saying 
that official holidays con- 
sume 22 days every year, 
the annual holiday takes 26, 
while Fridays constitue 52 
days of each year. He said 
emergency holidays take 
another 15 days and the 
reduction of working hours 
in Ramadan is equivalent to 
10 days. 


The- total number of days 
allocated for “holidays” 
reaches 180 days a year, 
according to the writer. 

“In other words a citizen 
is required to work half the 
time, and if he provides half 
of productivity, the country 
will be working with one- 
fourdurf its capability,” the 
writer said. 

Secretary general of the 
Administration Develop- 
ment Ministry Nancy 
Bakeer refuted Fanek’s 
statements saying the pro- 
posed plan will not affect 
the productivity of the 
employees. 

She said Friday cannot be 
considered as a holiday 
because it is a holy day for 
Muslims, who attend the 
mosque on Friday to per- 
form weekly prayers. 


Vatican names five religious sites, creates 
pilgrimage programmes for Christians 

•m 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Vat- 
ican has named five Christ- 
ian religious sites in Jordan 
for Christian pilgrims from 
around the world to attend, 
and has set dates from Jan- 
uary and September each 
year for performing pil- 
grimage. 

Charge d’ Affaires at the 
Vatican Embassy in Jordan 
Monsignor Dominique 
Rezeau said the sites 
include Wadi Al Kharar 
(Christ's baptism site). 
Mount Nebo near Madaba, 
Makawer near Madaba, 
Khirbet Al Wahadneh and 
the Shrine of the Lady of 
the Mountain in Anjara. 

According to Rezeau, 
programmes for pilgrims' 
visits to these sites have 
been prepared by Roman 
Catholic bishops. These are 
as follows: Pilgrimage to 
the River Jordan’s Wadi 
Kharar to celebrate Christ’s 
baptism (Jan. 7, 2000): pil- 
grimage to the shrine of the 
Lady of the Mountain at 
Anjarah near Ajloun (June 
10, 2000); pilgrimage to 
Mar Elias shrine at Khirbet 
al Wahadneh in Anjarah 


near Ajloun (July 21, 
2000); pilgrimage to the 
site where John die Baptist 
was beheaded at Makawer 
near Madaba (August 25. 
2000); pilgrimage to Monte 
Nebo (Prophet Moses) near 
Madaba (Sept 1, 2000). 

Rezeau said the most 
important shrine is Christ's 
baptism site, located on the 
eastern side of the River 
Jordan. 

Last October, Minister of 
Tourism Akel Biltaji said 
infrastructure works on the 
site had started and are 
expected to be completed 
by the year 2000. 

He roadworks leading to 
the baptism site have start- 
ed, noting that the total cost 
of the infrastructure project 
will be around $5 million, 
of which S3 million has 
been provided by USAID. 
The balance will come 
from the Jordanian govern- 
ment 

Mini spy of Tourism offi- 
cials said plans to develop 
the site were part of a drive 
to encourage religious 
tourism in Jordan, and Bil- 
taji expects many travellers 


to the holy sites in Palestine 
to come to Jordan to visit 
the holy shrines. 

Jordan hopes that at least 
two milli on visitors will 
visit its holy shrines in the 
year 2000 for religious and 
holiday purposes, accord- 
ing to BUtaji, who pointed 
out that Jordan’s tourism 
potential would be signifi- 
cantly enhanced if die site 
where Jesus was baptised 
could be included in their 
itinerary. 

Rezeau said celebrations 
for the advent of the third 
millennium will start in 
Bethlehem on Christmas 
Eve in 1999 and will last a 
whole year. The celebra- 
tions are to continue in 
Jerusalem, Nazareth, Kufr 
Nahoum and other sites 
west of the River Jordan, he 
added. 

The Vatican envoy said 
that His Holiness' Pope 
John Paul II had expressed 
his desire to visit the Mid- 
dle East by the end of 1999 
or the beginning of the year 
2000 in order to walk the 
route of the Prophet Abra- 
ham in manifestation of the 


close relationship between 
the three monotheistic reli- 
gions. 

He said the Holy See had 
planned to visit the site of 
the ancient city of Ur in 
southern Iraq, the birth- 
place of Abraham, but in 
view of the present circum- 
stances in Iraq, the visit 
cannot take place because it 
would be interpreted as 
condoning the U.N. sanc- 
tions on that country. 

His visit to east Jerusalem 
might be interpreted as con- 
doning the Israeli annexa- 
tion of the city, according to 
Rezeau in reference to 
Palestine leader Yasser 
Arafat’s invitation to the 
Pope to visit Bethlehem. He 
said the pope’s visits to the 
Middle East hinge on the 
prospect of finding soln- 
tions to the outstanding 
issues in the region. 

The envoy said the Vati- 
can has opened a dialogue 
with the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority which could 
lead to the Holy See’s 
recognition of self-rule 
areas under the Palestinian 
National Authority. 


Enough is enough: JEA to sue contractors 
who refuse to recruit Jordanian engineers 


By Snha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — The Jordan Engineer- 
ing Association (JEA) said Tuesday 
it was planning to sue contracting 
firms who violate the association's 
law by failing to recruit members 
when carrying out projects worth 
over JD100.000. 

The JEA received scores of com- 
plaints over the past several months 
that many contractors were carrying 
out major works across the Kingdom 
without hiring local JEA members in 
violation of article 25 of the associa- 
tion's 1972 bylaws. 

Instead, they have hired engineers 
of other Arab nationalities living in 
Jordan on terms that are unaccept- 
able to Jordanians; these include 
cheaper wages and no social security 
benefits. 

“The JEA believes that contracting 
works are of a specialised nature and 
if the association allows them to 
implement contracts without 
employing engineers, then the quali- 
ty work may [be compromised],” 


JEA chairman Hosni Abu Gheida 
told the Jordan Times. 

He said the JEA was working hard 
to enforce existing laws to prevent 
“unscrupulous” contractors and real 
estate traders from building low- 
quality commercial apartments. 

“A person who is not specialised 
in the field might co mmi t technical 
errors without realising their gravity. 
An engineer takes an oath to be hon- 
est in his career and to carry out 
good work,” he added. 

Abu Gheida stressed that enforcing 
the laws will also help boost the con- 
tracting and engineering sector, fac- 
ing tough foreign competition, and 
help absorb many of the country’s 
unemployed engineers. 

The JEA has avoided taking viola- 
tors to court for several years 
because coun cases take at least two 
years. 

Now, it has opted to sue them. 

The JEA pays JD65 each month for 
each engineer hired in a contract 
worth over JD 100,000 while the 
employer pays JD85. 


“We wanted [firms] to be aware of 
the engineers’ importance and to 
encourage them to employ hundreds 
of engineers," he said. 

But lately, some firms have given 
the JEA a cold shoulder and “that’s 
why we decided to take action,” he 
said. 

In a country whose economy has 
been hard-hit after the 1990-1991 
Gulf crisis, one in every five Jordani- 
ans is living below the poverty line. 
Unemployment — officially estimat- 
ed at 16 per c.ent and independently 
at as much as 27 per cent — is also 
another woe for the country. 

The JEA has 41,500 registered 
members, making it the largest of the 
country’s 13 professional unions. 
Nearly 30,000 of which are residing 
in Jordan. 

JEA officials have estimated unem- 
ployment among engineers at 15 per 
cent. 


Yemeni man commits suicide 


Tarawneh and Sboul 
inspect Palace of Justice 


By Dana Charkasi 

AMMAN — Hundreds of 
Jordanian* of Chechen origin 
Tuesday privately marked the 
54th anniversary' of their 
forceful eviction from the 
Caucasus b> Russian Stalin- 
ist leader*. 

•’The brutality of that peri- 
od will always remain in our 
memory'." said Chechen 
Ibrahim Baud, a retired Civil 
Aviation Authority official. 

“We cannot forget how our 
people were driven out of 
their homeland and many of 
them were killed." 

The history of Chechen and 
Circassian persecution spans 
centuries, and the migration 
of both peoples has been 
closely linked. 


Because of its strategic 
location, the Caucasus region 
was repeatedly fought over as 
it provided vital trade and 
military routes through its 
mountains. 

After the 1859 defeat of 
Chechen leader Sheikh 
Shamil by die Russian anny, 
the whole north Caucasus 
came under the control of 
Czarist Russia. 

After the defeat of Chechen 
leader Sheikh Shamil, the 
Chechen emigration began. 

Later an anti-lslamic cam- 
paign in the North Caucasus 
was set in motion in 1 924 and 
an overwhelming attack on 
Islam was launched in 192S. 
After that time Islam was 
practised secretly in the Cau- 
casus. 


Most Chechens emigrated 
first to the north of Turkey, 
seeking protection bom the 
Turks who were considered 
their brothers in Islam. 

From the late 19th century 
into the early 20th century 
Chechens moved from 
Tuikev looking for rich agri- 
cultural lands on which to 
settle. Their search brought 
them to Jordan and the fertile 
regions of Zarka, Sukhneh, 
Azraq and Sweileh. Jordan 
was also near the Holy Land 
in Palestine and also near the 
Hijaz Railway that travelled 
to Mecca and Medina. 

Jordan’s estimated 8,800 
Chechens have been assimi- 
lated into society, serving in 
senior civil and military 
posts. Together with the Cir- 


cassians, they are allocated 
three seats in the SO-seal Par- 
liament 

“We are very grateful to the 
Hashemite family for accept- 
ing us in Jordan and for giv- 
ing us our full rights as a 
minority. We wish all the 
minorities in the worid would 
be granted their full rights 
and enjoy their freedom,” 
Batal added. 

Jordanian anthropologist 
Was 6 Mohammed Kilani has 
written a thesis on the 
Chechens entitled “The 
Chechens’ Identity: Affilia- 
tions and Loyalties Between 
Two Cultures; the Original 
and the Receiving Ones," 
1998. 

It was used as a- source for 
this article. 


AMMAN (J.T.) —A 70-year 
old Yemeni national Ahmad 
Al Ashwal committed sui- 
cide by jumping from the 
fifth floor of a hotel in 
Amman. 

A report in the local press 
Tuesday said the man, who 
was suffering from liver can- 
cer; had entered Jordan 10 
days ago along with some of 
his sons. 

AshwaTs body was found 
at dawn Monday in front of 
the Jawharar Al Urdun hotel 
where he has been staying, 
according to the report 

It said the man's children 
reported Thai their late father 
suffered depression because 


of his illness and that they 
had several times prevented 
him from committing sui- 
cide. 

The report said the man 
jumped from his hotel room 
when his children were 
asleep early in the morning. 

The body was taken to the 
National Centre for Forensic 
Medicine for an autopsy, 
which revealed that the man 
was suffering from a serious 
disease and that his death 
resulted from the fell which 
caused severe fractures to the 
head. 

The Amman Police Depart- 
ment and the public prosecu- 
tor are investigating the case. 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Minister 
of Justice Jawdat Sboul 
On Tuesday inspected 
the Palace of Justice as 
part of efforts to bolster 
cooperation between the 
executive and judicial 
authorities. 

During the visit, 
Tarawneh met with Pres- 
ident of the Judicial 
Council and Coun of 
Cassation Taher Hikmat 
and discussed joint 
cooperation in order to 
help enable the judicial 


system achieve its objec- 
tives. 

In a meeting, attended 
by the Court of Cassa- 
tion vice president and 
the presidents of Gener- 
al Prosecution, Court of 
Appeals, Coun of First 
Instance and the Crimi- 
nal Court, participants 
discussed means to 
improve 1 and develop the 
judicial performance and 
strengthen its indepen- 
dence. 




p 

fl 

T 

tf 

tl 

J. 

c 


v - 


4 World News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 24, 1999 



Europe’s 
weather claims 


more lives 


SION, Switzerland (AFP) 
— Snowstorms continued 
to cause chaos across 
Europe Tuesday with at 
least five new avalanche 
deaths and thousands of 
tourists trapped in ski 
resorts and mountain vil- 
lages. 

As Swiss rescuers contin- 
ued to search for eight vic- 
tims buried since Sunday. 
Austrian authorities con- 
firmed that two people died 
overnight after a snowslide 
ploughed into a mountain 
restaurant in the west of the 


country. 

The severe weather also 
claimed lives further east in 
Romania, where two stu- 
dents died in an avalanche 
in the Carpathian moun- 
tains. while floods were 
reported in France, 
Germany and Hungary as 
snow melts swelled rivers. 

In Italy, authorities said a 
52-year-old woman was 
killed in an avalanche early 
Tuesday in the northwest- 
ern Val d’Aoste. 

In Switzerland, hopes 
were fading of finding sur- 
vivors from avalanches 
which struck late Sunday in 
the southern Canron of 
Valais. Two people were 
found dead in their car 
Monday after nine chalets 
were swept away. 

About 100 rescuers are 
involved in search efforts 
near the town of Evolene. 
using digging machinery to 
search through the shattered 
wooden huts and mountains 
of snow for eight missing 
people, including seven 
French nationals. 

The search continued as a 
number of villages were cut 
off by the snow, including 
the resorts of Zermatt, 
Davos and Klosters, while 
officials were considering 
evacuating, entire villages 
after power cuts were 
reported in one valley. 

In western Austria, mean- 
while, officials said one 
woman was found dead 
under the snow, while 
another man died from his 
injuries early Tuesday fol- 
lowing a massive snowslide 
Monday in the Montafon 
Valley. 

Six staff at the restaurant 
managed to extricate them- 
selves after the avalanche, 
and two were found a few 
hours later. 

Rescue operations, which 
continued for 10 hours, 
were hampered by the 
severe weather. 

The victims were a 31- 


y ear-old woman of 

Hungarian origin and a 30- 
vear-old Austrian. There 
had initially been hopes that 
they had sought refuge in 
the cellar of the restaurant, 
which was partly destroyed 
by the avalanche. The 
deaths came as maximum 
avalanche warnings contin- 
ued in the Vorarlberg and 
Tirol regions, where some 
10,000 tourists remain 
blocked by the heavy snow- 
falls. 

Road and rail transport in 
western Austria was severe- 
ly disrupted by the white- 
out, according to officials, 
while army helicopters 
were standing by to fly in 
vital supplies to blocked 
villages and to evacuate 
people if necessary. 

In Italy, a woman was 
killed and three people 
injured early Tuesday in an 
avalanche at Morgex, 10 
kilometres from the French 
border, which buried sever- 
al homes after a slide of one 
kilometres. Rescuers with 
dogs continued to search 
the area for other casualties. 

Road traffic was also dis- 
rupted in the region. Access 
to the nearby Mont Blanc 
tunnel linking France with 
Italy was closed to trucks 
following the avalanche. 

Floods were reported in 
France, where roads were 
closed near the eastern 
towns of Sarre-Union. 
Haguenau, Thann. 

Strasbourg and Selestat 
while floodwaters com- 
pletely cut off villagers in 
one community near 
Montbeliard. 

Over the border in 
Germany traffic was also 
disrupted as the Rhine 
threatened to break its 
banks, while further east Ip, 
Hungary hundreds of farm- " 
lies were evacuated . after , 
their homes collapsed due 
to snow melting after weeks 
of cold weather, while 
authorities in die east of the 
country are preparing for 
heavy flooding, officials 
said. 

In Russia, meanwhile, 
two people froze to death in 
Moscow overnight, bring- 
ing the death toll there from 
freezing temperatures this 
winter to 105. the Interfax 
news agency reported. 

In Finland, rescuers called 
off a search overnight, amid 
reports that an avalanche in 
the ski resort of Yllaes may 
not have claimed any vic- 
tims. 


Boy escapes three 
years of slavery in 
southern Philippines 


COTAB ATO. Philippines 
(AFP) — An 1 1 -year-old 
boy was reunited with his 
parents here Tuesday 
three years after he was 
abducted and sold as a 
child slave in the south- 
ern Philippines, his res- 
cuer and his parents said. 

Raymond Pacquit. a 
wiry and dark-skinned 
lad whose limbs bore 
scars were inflicted by 
torture and heavy farm 
labour, escaped from a 
Muslim couple near the 
southern city of Marawi 
last week and sought 
shelter in the home of a 
former Muslim guerrilla 
leader. 

Ex-separatist rebel 
Sammy Sarip called up 
DXMS radio station here 
after the boy told him his 
parents were from 
Cotabato; the station 
arranged the reunion. 

“I will love my child 
forever to atone the three 
years when he had none,” 
said a sobbing Ellen 
Pacquit. a sidewalk ven- 
dor who is the boy's 
mother. 

The boy, who received 
no schooling in his years 
in bondage, no longer 
spoke his parents' 


Cebuano dialect and the 
radio station had to call 
in a Maranao translator 
so the child and the par- 
ents could understand 
each other. 

The boy said he was 
eight and playing hooky 
when he woke up to find 
himself on the bed of a 
truck en route to Marawi, 
90 kilometres to the 
north. 

There the unidentified 
truck driver sold him for 
"a bunch of money” to a 
couple who made him 
work their farm. He said 
his masters beat him 
many times and did not 
pay him for his services. 

Sarip said the radio sta- 
tion put him on air to 
provide a physical 
description to the stray 
child. The boy’s father, 
Romeo Pacquit, a hotel 
bellboy, said he thought, 
"that's my kid.” 

“It was Allah's will” 
that the boy found him. 
said Sarip. a former rank- 
ing leader of the Moro 
National Liberation 
Front, a separatist group 
which signed a peace 
treaty with the Manila 
government in 1996. 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin lays a wreath at the tomb of the unknown soldier in Moscow, celebrating the Day 
of the Defender of Fatherland, the former Soviet Army Day (Renters photo) 


Yeltsin shows up in public 


to salute Russian army 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
Tuesday made his first 
proper public appearance 
sihee an illness-plagued 
Central Asian trip last 
Ofctober. laying a wreath 
at the tomb of the 
unknown soldier by the 
Kremlin wall. 

Veltsin, 68. looked well 
arid relaxed, his tall figure 
in a long black coat clear- 
ly. visible among other 
senior officials who turned 
up at the tomb to mark the 
diy of the Defenders of 
the Fatherland, formerly 
known as Red Army Day. 

But he moved rather 


stiffly behind the Kremlin 
cadets carrying the 
wreath. and Prime 
Minister Yevgeny 

Primakov tried to support 
him by the arm as the 
president mounted the 
steps to the tomb. 

Standing bare-headed in 
the cold. Yeltsin smoothed 
out the Russian tricolour 
ribbons on the wreath and 
then, along with the mili- 
tary top brass including 
Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev, saluted the 
troops as they marched 
past the tomb. 

Later Yeltsin chatted 
with the officers, smiling 


and shaking hands with 
some of them, and left in 
his Mercedes limousine. 

Also Tuesday Yeltsin 
awarded Marshal 

Sergeyev a personal stan- 
dard, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. The agency 
said awarding a standard 
to the defence minister 
had revived a Tsarist-era 
tradition. 

Yeltsin's recent bout of 
activity is clearly aimed at 
reasserting his authority, 
undermined by health 
problems and - Russia's 
deep economic crisis. 
Health woes have forced 
Yeltsin to hand the day-to- 


day running of Russia 
over to Primakov. 

He recently flew to 
Jordan to attend King 
Hussein's funeral but 
looked pale and unsteady 
and bad only direct con- 
tact with other dignitaries 
before returning early to 
Moscow. 

Yeltsin almost collapsed 
from a heavy cold on his 
previous big public 
appearance last October in 
Central Asia. He has kept 
out of public view since 
then, spending most of his 
time in hospitals, sanatori- 
Lims and country resi- 
dences. 


Russia to freeze NATO programmes 
if air strikes target Serbia 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia will scale back its 
cooperation ties with 
NATO if the Atlantic 
alliance carries out air 
strikes on Serbia, a top 
defence official said 
Tuesday. 

“We have a lot of pro- 
jects with NATO which 
are very interesting and 
several of these pro- 
grammes will be frozen,” 
said General Leonid 
Ivashov, who is in charge 
of international coopera- 
tion at the defence min- 


istry. 

“We do not want to 
cooperate with an organi- 
sation which violates 
international rules on 
relations between states 
and we will not cooperate 
with such an organisa- 
tion," Ivashov said. 


His comments came just 
hours before a deadline 
expires for Serb and 
Kosovar Albanian nego- 
tiators to conclude a 
peace deal at protracted 
talks in France. NATO 
has warned Belgrade that 
failure to agree terms will 
be punished with air 
strikes, but Moscow has 
steadfastly warned 

against such military 
intervention. 

Russia and NATO took 
a large stride towards 
each other in 1994 with 
the signature of the 
bridge-building partner- 
ship for peace pro- 
gramme. which also 
includes dozens of other 
East European and former 
Soviet republics. 

In May 1997. Moscow 
signed a charter with 


NATO defining its rela- 
tions with its erstwhile 
adversary. 

But ties have been sore- 
ly tested by NATO's 
designs on Russia’s one- 
time allies in Eastern 
Europe, and by the recent 
dispute over die Kosovo 
conflict, 

NATO has been flexing 
its muscles and heaping 
pressure on Belgrade to 
agree to autonomy for its 
southern province and an 
international force to 
patrol a peace settlement 
to the year-long conflict. 

Moscow has warned 
NATO and Washington to 
renounce any use of force 
to impose a settlement, 
and has said that peace- 
keepers could onJy be 
sent to Kosovo with the 
express permission of 


Belgrade and the U.N. 
Security Council. 

“Russia cannot accept 
military actions with 
authorisation from the 
U.N. Security Council 
and the agreement of the 
two parties, particularly 
Belgrade." Ivashov said. 

He warned that NATO 
should expect to be met 
with determined Serbian 
resistance if it chose the 
force option. 

“It is clear that the 
Yugoslav army and peo- 
ple of this country are 
prepared to fight for their 
sovereignty, for their 
independence,” Ivashov 
said, adding that NATO 
warplanes could expect to 
come up against “pretty 
effective” Serbian air 
defence systems. 


Two killed, 100 hurt 


in Bangladesh strike 


DHAKA (R) — Two 
people were killed and at 
least 100 injured in a 
spate of bombings and 
violent clashes in 
Bangladesh Tuesday as 
opposition parties 
enforced a nationwide 
strike to block municipal 
elections, police and 
witnesses said. 

One man was killed by 
a home-made bomb that 
exploded on a street in 
the capital Dhaka, police 
said. 

An army soldier died 
in the port city of 
Chittagong after being 
caught in an exchange of 
gunfire between strike 
supporters and oppo- 
nents near his barracks, 
security officials said. 

Of those injured across 
the country in clashes 
between political rivals, 
25 were hurt by bombs, 
police and witnesses 
said. 


Opposition and pro- 
government activists 

demonstrated on 

Dhaka's streets, chanti- 
ng and throwing their 
fiscs in the air. and offi- 
cials said they feared 
further violence. 

More than 50 people 
were detained in Dhaka, 
including Shafiul Atom 
Prodhan, head of the 
small opposition Jatiya 
Ganotantrik Party. 

In the southern city of 
Khulna, five people 
were hurt when a bomb 
went off during a street 
march by the main oppo- 
sition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP), 
officials and police said. 

An alliance of three 


major opposition parties, 
including the BNP. the 
Jatiya Party and Jaraaat- 
e-Islami. called the 
strike to try to thwart the 
municipal vote and press 
for the resignation of 


Chief Election Commis- 
sioner Abu Hena. whom 
they accuse of pro-gov- 
ernment bias. 

It is the second three- 
day opposition strike 
this month. 

The opposition har- 
bours deep animosity 
towards Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina's govern- 
ment and frequently 
calls such strikes over 
political issues. 

Security was tight 
around polling stations 
and voters turned out in 
large numbers despite 
the strike, officials and 
witnesses said. 

“The turnout has been 
heavy since voting start- 
ed at 8 a.m. (0200 
GMT),*' said a poll offi- 
cial in Munshiganj, near 
Dhaka. 

“Voters are standing in 
long queues and there 
have been no visible 
signs of obstructing the 


voting.” said Rafiqur 
Rahman, a journalist vis- 
iting Munshiganj, an 
opposition stronghold. 

Voting was also peace- 
ful in nearby Panchagar 
district, officials said. ' 

The election was tak- 
ing place in 54 munici- 
palities Tuesday, the first 
of three days of voting in 
136 municipalities. 

Extra police and para- 
military guards were 
deployed in Dhaka and 
other major cities. The 
army has been asked to 
protect law and order at 
polling stations. 

The government said 
Monday police protec- 
tion would be provided 
to shops and businesses 
that stay open. 

Six people were killed 
and hundreds injured in 
clashes between rival 
political activists during 
the previous national 
strike from Feb. 9 to 11. 


news in brief 


U.S. security men held 
for photographing own mission 


NAIROBI (R) - When U.S. Marines gilding the 
EH* Embassy in the Kenyan capital spotted two men , 
pictures of die complex on Monday they swung into 
S Aquick call to Kenya's police force ensured aroad- 
bS was set up and a team of heavily armed detectives 
swoop^T on the pair. But, according to Kenya’s east 
African Standard newspaper, they turned out to be 
Americans working for the Regional Security Organisation 
Sso - a group set u P by Washington to report on secu- 
rity ai its foreign missions abroad Only after hours of into- 

Son. Se Standard reported, were the pair released U.S 
missions abroad have been on high alert since August 7 
when 241 people were killed and thousands injured in two 
deadly bomb attacks on Washington s embassies m Kenya 
and Tanzania. U.S. embassy spokesman Chns Scharf tdd 
the Standard that the Marines were unaware the RSO om- 
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cers had been authorised to take pictures of the embassy, 
hiohUohred how security at its mis- 
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but that the incident highlighted how security at its 

sions had been improved 


Washington rejects 
satellite deal with China 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The United Stales has rejected, 
for security reasons, the sale of a $ 450 - million communi- 
cations satellite to a consortium with close ties to the 
Chinese government, the New York Times said Tuesday. 
The decision Monday by the State and Defence 
Departments reverses a years-long U.S. policy promoting 
satellite deals with China and follows several congression 
al investigations into possible breaches of technology trans 
fer rules in such dealings. The deal involves a Hughes space 
and communications satellite designed to provide mobile 
telephone links over much of Asia, which had met with 
approval by the Commerce Department and President Bill 
Clinton in 1996. Defence Department officials concluded 
that the technology to place the satellite in orbit would help 
the Chinese military make its Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missile fleet more accurate, the daily said The satellite was 
to have been sold to a Singapore-based consortium, which 
includes top military officers of the People’s Liberation 
Army. The decision to reject the deal may be among the 
issues raised next week when Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright visits China, and could further erode U.S.-Chinese 
relations, the daily said An unnamed senior U.S. official 
told the daily, “we are heading into a very rough patch,” and 
speculated that Monday's decision could make it “very dif- 
ficult” to approve other satellite sales to China in the future. 


Tomb of first Ming Dynasty emperor 
believed found 


BEUING (R) — Chinese archaeologists have found what 
they believe to be die tomb of the first emperor of China's 
Ming Dynasty (136S-1644). the official Xinhua news 
agency said Tuesday. The monk-tumed-beggar-tunied- 
emperor, Zhu Yuanzhang (1328-1398), his empress and 46 
concubines were found buried recently in a tomb at 
Wanzhu Peak near the Mingxiao Mausoleum in Nanjing, 
capital of the eastern province of Jiangsu, Xinhua said. The 
site of the tomb had been a mystery for centuries because 
Zhu tried to deter grave robbers by having coffins carried 
our of 13 city gales after his death. Xinhua said quoting an 
unidentified scholar of cultural relics. Archaeologists con- 
firmed the site of his tomb by conducting precision mag- 
netic tests over an area of 20.000- square metres. Xinhua 
added It did not say whether the archaeologists had begun 
excavating the tomb itself. 


India’s Hindu nationalists vow to 
punish anti-Christian violence 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India's Hindu nationalist-led gov- 
ernment Tuesday pledged to punish any group, including 
its own allies, found to be involved in sectarian violence 
against religious minorities. Home Minister Lai Krishna 
Advani told parliament’s lower house the coalition govern- 
ment would not spare the guilty. '‘Whosoever is involved in 
the incidents, whether they belong to the Bajrang Dal or the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP. world Hindu council), will 
be purushed' he said during a debate on rising attacks ot 
C hristians. The Bajrang Dai and the VHP both have close 
links with Prime Minister Atai Behari Vajpayee’s BJP 
party. The Bajrang Dal has been blamed for the grisly mur- 
der of Australian missionary Graham Staines and his two 
young sons last month in the eastern stare of Orissa. The 
VHP was implicated in a series of attacks on churches, mis- 
sionary-run schools, hospitals and hospices in the western 
stale of Gujarat and elsewhere in India ‘-Over the years we 
have been witnessing clashes between Hindus and 
Muslims. 1998 was remarkably free of that kind of vio- 
lence but there were attacks on Christians,” Advani said in 
parliament. Admitting India's image had been sullied by the 
attacks. Advani said the government was investigating the 
causes behind the outbreak of violence against minorities. 

ine phenomenon of attacks on Christians needs analysis 
and we are doing so. Any disruption of communal harmo- 
ny is a senous matter." 


One rape, two murders daily in 
Indian capital since December 
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Myanmar Home Affairs Minister Tin Hlaiog (centre). Foreign Minister Win Aung (second right) and Interpol 
Director Paul Higdon (second left) preside over the opening ceremony of the Fourth Interpol International Heroin 
Conference in Yangon. Interpol opened its conference in the Burmese capital despite a boycott by Western coun- 
tries such as the U.S. and some European states which say that Myanmar is not making enough efforts in fighting 
drug trafficking. At right and left are unidentified Myanmar officials (AFP photo) 


U.S., Europe blasted for boycotting 
Myanmar heroin conference 


Indonesian soldiers fire 
warning shots, at least 2 killed 


JAKARTA, (AP) — 
Homemade bombs explod- 
ed, soldiers fired warning 
shots and Muslims fought 
Christians with clubs and 
knives Tuesday in a riot- 
torn Indonesian town. At 
least two people were killed 
and 11 were injured. 

In Jakarta, a senior mili- 
tary officer warned that 
chronic civil unrest across 
Indonesia was severely 
straining the armed forces. 

Deadly turmoil has per- 
sisted in the world's fourth 
most populous nation since 
riots and protests helped 
oust former president 
Suharto in May after 32 
years of authoritarian rule. 

The unrest has been 
linked to economic hard- 
ship, gang rivalries, dis- 
putes over political reforms 
and ethnic and religious 
tensions. 

Separatist movements are 
active in several areas, 
including the former 
Portuguese colony of East 


Timor. And common crime 
is rising in the southeast 
Asian country of 210 mil- 
lion people. 

In the latest violence, sev- 
eral bombs exploded early 
Tuesday in houses in 
Ambon, the centre of reli- 
gious fighting that has 
killed at least 129 people 
this year. In recent weeks, 
gangs have assembled 
crude bombs to use in 
brawls. 

Panicked neighbours 
blocked roads in two neigh- 
bourhoods, gang fights 
broke out and security 
forces fired in the air to dis- 
perse the mobs. Thick 
smoke billowed from at 
least 20 burning buildings. 

Two people were killed, 
said Lt Col. Aris Martanto. 
the regional military chief. 
Citing witnesses, the offi- 
cial Antara news agency 
reported that five people 
died. 

At least one of the victims 
died of bullet wounds at a 


hospital, a paramedic said 
by telephone. She declined 
to be named. 

A chief adviser to military 
commander Gen. Wiranto 
said the 500,000-member 
armed forces, which 
includes the police, needed 
more- cooperation from- 
civilians to restore order. 
Wiranto.* like many 
Indonesians, uses only one 
name. 

“It's not completely in the 
hands of the military. If 
every incident is left to (the 
military) to solve, it will be 
very difficult," Maj. Gen. 
Agus Wirahadikusumah 
said at a business forum. 

“If we look at the morale 
of the nation, we are very 
afraid," he said. 

In past months, many riot- 
ers have concentrated their 
anger on the military, which 
has been tainted by human 
rights abuses and its links to 
the old regime. 

However, the armed 
forces remains the most 


unified institution in turbu- 
lent Indonesia and has 
vowed to safeguard parlia- 
mentary elections on June 
7. The vote is expected to 
be the fairest in more than 
four decades. 

Military commanders will 
retain a political role after 
the vote, having agreed to 
cut their quota of appointed 
seats in half to 38. 

Ambon is the capital of 
.Maluku province, site of 
the worst rioting since the 
downfall of Suharto. The 
area is 2,250 kilometres 
east of Jakarta and was 
known as the spice islands 
in Dutch colonial times. 

Indonesia is overwhelm- 
ingly Muslim, but the 
unrest hit areas with large 
Christian populations. 

In a riot Monday on 
Borneo island, four people 
were killed and 20 houses 
were burned in fighting 
between rival gangs in the 
town of Sambas, local gov- 
ernment officials said. 


China blasts Taiwanese 
ministerial visit to the Vatican 
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YANGON, Myanmar (AP) 
— The United States and 
European countries were 
rebuked Tuesday for boy- 
cotting an international 
heroin conference because 
it was hosted by Myanmar, 
one of the world's biggest 
producers of the drug. 

Participants at the 4th 
International Heroin Con- 
ference said the boycott by 
the world's biggest heroin 
consuming nations ran 
counter to the spirit of inter- 
national cooperation against 
ll drug trafficking. 
w "As two of the largest 
markets for heroin in the 
world, the United State's 
and Britain bear a special 
responsibility to work with 
the rest of the international 
community in even,’ way 
possible."’ Home Affairs 
Minister Col. Tin Hlaing 
said in his opening address. 

The four-day conference 
was organised by Interpol, 
the Lyon. France-based 
agency that bolsters links 
among national police 
forces. 

Paul Higdon, director of 
the group’s criminal intelli- 
gence directorate, noted 
that Interpol had been criti- 
0 cised for providing 
Myanmar "a platform from 
which it could speak out" 
about its anti-drug activi- 
ties. 

Higdon said the boy- 
cotting countries had the 
right to take such action, but 


LAGOS (.AFP) — Packed 
_ into a sprawling Evangelical 
• Church, in a run-down dis- 
trict of Lagos on a sweltering 
Sunday this month, around 
2,000 people watched as pas- 
tor Temitope Joshua, a self- 
proclaimed prophet and heal- 
er. went through his weekly 
ritual. 

This particular day the crop 
was a good one. Twelve peo- 
ple living w’ith AIDS shuffled 
forward to receive a longed- 
for blessing. 

They were admonished for 
the sin of fornication which, 
they are told, brought on their 
present condition, and asked 
to cast out the evil spirit. 
Pastor Joshua then "blessed" 
m them and they were "healed. 

“Hallelujah!" 

Immediately, smartly- 
dressed church workers came 
round with collection boxes 
and even one present was 
urged to put something in. 

At 20 naira or 50 naira (25 
to 60 cents) a throw, and with 
a congregation of 2.000, the 
Sundav service was indeed a 
profitable business- 

The desperation of this 
scene is repeated weekly in 
different ways in thousands 
of unofficial churches and 
"healins centres across 
^ Nigeria! Africa’s most popu- 
lous country. 

It is. health w orkers sa>. the 


regretted “that a political 
situation which is viewed 
by many as a serious prob- 
lem has held hostage the 
universally recognised 
problem of drug abuse." 

“I feel there is more to 
gain through dialogue than 
boycott." Higdon said. 

Washington and other 
critics say Myanmar's mili- 
tary regime has failed to 
seriously crack down on 
drugs and has such a poor 
human-rights record that it 
does not deserve the legiti- 
macy conferred by the con- 
ference. 

The New York-based 
human rights watch likened 
holding the meeting in 
Yangon to “holding a con- 
vention on weapons of mass 
destruction in Baghdad, on 
women’s rights In Kabul or 
on terrorism in Tripoli." 

Other countries boy- 
cotting the conference 
include France, Denmark, 
the Netherlands and 
Norway. Representatives of 
26 countries, including 
Australia and Switzerland! 
were listed as attending. 

Tin Hlaing urged the boy- 
cotting countries "to put 
politics aside for the sake of 
the millions of people 
around the world whose 
lives are threatened by the 
drug trade." 

Hjs speech repeated 
almost word-for-word 
recent commentaries in the 
state-controlled press. 


result of a "grossly inade- 
quate" response by authori- 
ties here to the ADDS epidem- 
ic sweeping Africa. 

For many years Nigerians 
dismissed the acquired 
immuno-defiriency syn- 
drome as a “white man’s 
invention” meant to keep 
down the world's black popu- 
lation, or a “gay disease" hat 
would not touch Nigeria's 
heterosexual communities. 

Thai has changed. 

Eighteen months ago. 
Nigerian afro-beat legend 
Fela Anikulapo-Kuti dial of 
AIDS and his brother, the for- 
mer health minister professor 
Olikoye Ransome-Kuti, told 
the world the cause of his 
death, alerting many 
Nigerians for the first time to 
the real dangers of the dis- 
ease. 

But already, Ransome-Kuti 
says, it is too late for many. 

On government figures, at 
least five per cent of Nigeria’s 
108 million people are carry- 
ing the HIV vims today. But 
health workers think the real 
figure is double that — a new 
survey is due out soon — and 
project (hat within a genera- 
tion, the figure could reach 30 
to 35 per cenL 

With the population set to 
double in that time, the num- 
ber of those carrying the virus 
would reach as many as 75 


Myanmar officials are 
especially sensitive to criti- 
cism on the drug issue 
because they feel they have 
made great achievements in 
the fight against clrngs — 
especially measured by the 
number of seizures — with 
almost no outside aid. 

Most foreign aid to the 
country, also known as 
Burma, was cut off a decade 
ago following the bloody 
suppression of protests 
against rale by the military, 
which has run the country 
since 1962. 

Participants at the meet- 
ing were to discuss heroin 
production and trafficking, 
trafficking routes, criminal 
groups, payment systems 
and illicit supplies. 

Washington has long 
taken a hard-line position 
against the Myanmar gov- 
ernment and says some cor- 
rupt elements in the military 
may be aiding the heroin 
traffickers. 

The ruling state peace and 
development council 
encourages traffickers to 
invest their profits in devel- 
opment projects, rather than 
throwing them in jail, U.S. 
officials say. 

Britain and the United 
States regard Myanmar as 
the world’s single biggest 
producer of heroin. 

In Bangkok, Thailand, 
narcotics experts presenting 
the annual report of the 
international narcotics con- 


million by 2020. 

“The world is holding its 
breath in horror and anticipa- 
tion of the disaster that will 
befall us if we do not take 
effective steps to stop the 
spread of AIDS in our coun- 
try.” Ransome-Kuti told a 
recent gathering in Lagos. 

“It might even be too late to 
avert the impending disaster. 
Maybe we can only amelio- 
rate it,” he said. 

However, so far, it appears 
unlikely that the looming 
AIDS catastrophe will be a 
top priority of the new gov- 
ernment set to take charge 
after the Feb. 27 presidential 
election. 

Oiu Falae, one of the two 
candidates in the poll, thinks 
much of the talk is hype. 

"As president, I am not 
going to panic. I think there is 
a need to raise the level of 
consciousness in Nigeria 
about the AIDS threat ... But I 
think some people go over- 
board about it." he told AFP 
this month. 

Falae’s opponent, former 
military' ruler Olusegun 
Obas3njo, a committed 
Christian, does not mention it 
in his campaign manifesto at 
ail. 

‘'What is crucial here is 
information. The government 
has to create awareness of the 
problem.” said Tim 


trol board on global trends 
in drug abuse said 
Myanmar’s police coopera- 
tion with other countries 
w'as improving and should 
be sustained. 

Christian KomevalL 
regional director for the 
U.N. Drug Control 
Programme, said that a 
“complex situation” existed 
in the main heroin produc- 
ing and smuggling areas 
along Myanmar’s borders 
with Laos, Thailand and 
especially China. 

“It might be easier, sitting 
far away, to have an opinion 
on this complex situation,” 
Komevall said. 

Koraevall brushed ' aside 
questions on whether 
Myanmar was pursuing 
major drag groups, many of 
them ethnic minority rebel 
armies. Myanmar has 
reached ceasefires with 
most of them in recent 
years. 

There is less money laun- 
dering in Myanmar than 
elsewhere, Komevall said, 
noting that the amount of 
money earned by heroin 
increased the farther away 
the drug was sent. 

A kilogramme of heroin 
sells for $3,000 at produc- 
tion in Myanmar. Komevall 
said, and increases in value 
until reaching $300,000 
retail on the streets of New 
York. 

The greatest profits go to 
the middlemen. 


McLelland of the health 
organisation family support 
group. 

“All the evidence we have 
has shown that where preven- 
tion campaigns have worked 
well — in Senegal. Uganda, 
Thailand — they have been 
vigorous, government-level 
campaigns," said a health 
worker who asked not to be 
named. 

But funding for Nigeria’s 
national AIDS and STD (sex- 
ually transmitted diseases) 
control programme has been 
"almost non-existent" in the 
past five crucial years, and 
there is almost no artempt at a 
government-level education 
campaign, programme offi- 
cials admit. 

Because of conservative 
social values, strong religious 
sentiment and a male-domi- 
nated attitude to sex. few peo- 
ple are willing to talk openly 
about tiie disease, or accept 
those suffering from it As a 
result treatment will likely 
remain a big problem for 
years to come. 

Hence the desperation of ! 
those attending Sunday ser- j 
vices across the country, 
seeking a cure, knowing they 
probably will not get one, but 
thinking they are likely to 
receive more help there than ! 
from the government i 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
Tuesday sharply denounced 
a visit to the Vatican by 
Taiwanese Foreign Minister 
Jason Hu. warning it would 
only sour relations between 
Beijing and the Holy See. 

“The visit of the so-called 
Foreign Affairs Minister of 
Taiwan Hu Zhijiang (Jason 
Hu) to the Vatican can only 
have a negative impact on 
the improvement of rela- 
tions between China and the 
Vatican." a foreign ministry 
spokesman said. 

The Taiwan question “is 
one obstacle to an improve- 
ment of relations between 
China and the Vatican," he 
added, saying the Holy See 
would be obliged to sever 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee threatened 
Tuesday to quit unless coali- 
tion allies backed a resolution 
endorsing the sacking of a 
state government, alliance 
sources said. 

Presiding over an emer- 
gency cabinet meeting, 
Vajpayee let it be known 
among his allies that he would 
step down if they let him down 
over the Bihar state issue. 

“We were informed the 
prime minister was serious 
about resigning if he was 
embarrassed in (the lower 
house),” a leader of the pro- 
government Telugu Desam 
Party said. 

“We are taking the threat 
seriously," a party source told 
AFP. 

Vajpayee's cabinet number 
two, Home Minister Lai 
Krishna Advani, said; “We are 
discussing all possibilities," 
when asked about the meeting. 

Later, however, the prime 
minister’s Hindu nationalist 
BJP party, which heads the ral- 


BEUING (AFP) — Chinese 
dissident journalist Gao Yu, 
released on medical parole 
last week after spending five- 
and-a-half years in prison, was 
granted her freedom on condi- 
tion she refrain from writing 
and not speak with foreign 
journalists, family members 
said Tuesday. 

“Gao Yu is forbidden to 
speak with the media, at least 
until her original prison sen- 
tence finishes next October," 
Gao’s son, Zhao Meng, told 
AFP. 

“This was one of the four 
conditions the police made her 
agree to prior to her release.” 

Gao, arrested in October 
1993 and sentenced to six 


relations with Taipei before 
establishing ties with 
Beijing. 

The Taiwanese foreign 
minister paid a visit to the 
Vatican late last week, only 
days after a statement from 
Cardinal Angelo Sodano, 
Vatican secretary of state, 
indicated the papal state 
would shift formal recogni- 
tion from Taipei to Beijing 
“not tomorrow but as soon 
as the Chinese authorities 
would allow it.” 

Sodano, the second in 
command to Pope John 
Paul II, added he did not 
wish to “disturb" relations 
with Taiwan, but rather 
aimed to have the nuncia- 
ture, tiie Vatican’s de facto 


ing coalition, denied he had 
threatened to quit 

“Such rumours ... are politi- 
cally motivated," a party offi- 
cial said. 

The cabinet meeting was 
held before parliament con- 
vened to debate the imposition 
on Feb. 12 of direct federal 
rule in Bihar, under a contro- 
versial law allowing for the 
dismissal of a provincial gov- 
ernment for alleged misrule. 

Opposition members dis- 
rupted business in the lower 
and upper houses over the 
issue, forcing adjournments 
for the day. 

There was some good news 
for Vajpayee when a Sikh 
party in the coalition, some of 
whose leaders had said they 
would oppose the sacking of 
the Bihar government, 
declared it would back the 
prime minister. 

Parkash Singh BadaL presi- 
dent of the party, said a direc- 
tive had been issued to his 
eight MPs to vote in favour of 
the bill. 

“We want the coalition gov- 


yeaiS imprisonment for 
"divulging state secrets” while 
working as a freelance writer 
for several Hong Kong news- 
papers, was not due to be 
released until October 

She was released for med- 
ical reasons on Feb. 15 — the 
eve of tiie Chinese new year 
celebrations — some seven 
months ahead of schedule. 
According to her family, Gao 
suffers from hypertension, 
cardiac ailments and kidneys 
troubles. 

"She is still hi but in good 
spirits," Zhao reported by 
phone, adding she had not yet 
been admitted to hospital due 
to the annual service slow- 
down over the two-week new 


embassy, return to Beijing 
“where it was in the begin- 
ning.” 

The statement has pro- 
voked deep anxiety in 
Taipei, which — in addition 
to its relations with the 
Vatican — now maintains 
formal diplomatic ties with 
only one other European 
country, Macedonia. 

Upon his return to Taipei, 
Hu told journalists that he 
did not expect a change in 
the Vatican’s attitude in the 
near future, despite the 
damaging comments. 

He added his belief that a 
change, in formal recogni- 
tion would only come about 
if Beijing agreed to guaran- 
tee religious freedoms and 


ernment at the centre to com- 
plete its five-year term," the 
Press Trust of India quoted 
him as saying. 

Vajpayee’s resignation threat 
followed a sudden about-turn 
by the main opposition 
Congress Party, which decided 
Monday to oppose the resolu- 
tion. 

Previously, the Congress had 
appeared to support the gov- 
ernment line, saying the law 
and order breakdown in the 
populous eastern state left no 
alternative to dismissal. 

The BJP-Ied coalition has a 
very slim majority in the lower 
house and is vastly outnum- 
bered in the upper house, 
where the Bihar resolution has 
no hope of being passed with- 
out Congress support 
It is the second time the fed- 
eral government has sought to 
oust the Bihar government 
after an initial recommenda- 
tion in September was turned 
down by tiie president 
Political analyst Mahesh 
Rnngarajan told AFP a second 
failure would be unprecedent- 


year holiday. 

Gao, 55, has been ordered 
not to leave her Beijing neigh- 
bourhood without authorisa- 
tion from local authorities. In 
order to leave the city, she 
must first request permission 
from the police and may not 
be absent for more than three 
days. She must also undergo a 
medical examination every 
three months, family mem- 
bers said. 

According to her son, Gao 
had been offered exile in the 
United States prior to her 
release, in a proposition simi- 
lar to that accepted by other 
well-known Chinese dissi- 
dents Including Liu Nianchun, 
Wang Dan and Wei 


grant independence to the 
Chinese Catholic Church. 

“If the Vatican wishes to 
improve relations with 
China, it must cut diplomat- 
ic relations with Taiwan and 
recognise that the govern- 
ment of the People’s 
Republic of China is the 
sole legal government rep- 
resenting all of China and 
that Taiwan is an inalien- 
able part of China." China’s 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said. 

Beijing and Taipei have 
laid rival claims to repre- 
sent all china since the end 
of the Chinese civil war in 
1949, when Chiang Kai- 
Shek's defeated nationalist 
forces fled the mainland. 


ed. 

“What standing does the 
government have after this? 
This has never happened in 
India before," be said. 

Rangarajan said the bill 
would also create a wedge 
between Vajpayee's BJP party 
and its allies, exist of which 
are regional parties which 
view the presidential rale bill 
with acute mistrust. 

“It’s a no-win situation for 
the BJP," he said 

Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi Tuesday defended her 
party’s change of heart on 
Bihar and said it was “ready 
and able" to rise to its respon- 
sibilities if the federal coalition 
collapsed. 

She told a party meeting that 
the Vajpayee government had 
failed to "satisfactorily justify” 
its motives for imposing feder- 
al rule. 

The Congress has accused 
the BJP of acting out of “nar- 
row partisan political” consid- 
erations towards Bihar, rather 
than any genuine concern over 
the law and order situation. 


press 

Jingsheng. 

But, following Gao’s repeat- 
ed refusals to leave the coun- 
try, authorities agreed to free 
her on condition she abstain 
from all political activity. 

Gao’s arrest was denounced 
by human rights organisations 
and journalists around the 
world. Following her release, 
the journalism school at New 
York’s Columbia University 
renewed a study grant offer 
which had been extended to 
Gao prior to her arrest. 

According to Zhao, Gao has 
not yet decided if she will 
accept the offer, which would 
mean a further prolonged sep- 
aration from her family. 


AIDS — The big health crisis 
facing Nigeria’s new rulers 


Indian PM threatens to quit 
over state sacking fiasco 


Chinese dissident journalist barred 
from meeting with foreign 
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Accepting the new era 


THE MEETINGS of Jordan’s economic 
team in Riyadh hold significant promise. 
Perhaps, however, not in the traditional 
sense, that is, the expectation of straight out 
monetary aid. What is before us is without 
doubt a new era — the age of direct aid is 
over. While it would be most fortunate to 
receive an influx of aid to help boost our 
depressed economy, it is time to look at pro- 
grammes that would have long-term value 
in the institutional sense. 

The global outpouring of tributes to His 
Majesty King Hussein and the recognition 
of the legacy of his goals and aspirations for 
the Kingdom translate into support for 
Jordan. The support we should be looking 
for, however, should not be aimed at what is 
economically profitable but rather socially 
important Finance Minister Michel Marto 
said as much when he stated that the 
Jordanian delegation’s mission to Riyadh 
was “to discuss means to develop an institu- 
tional framework for long-term trade and 
economic ties.’’ Thus, the new era of sup- 
port should involve the funding through soft 
loans of major projects such as the rehabil- 
itation of the Kingdom's water sector, an 
essential requirement that would greatly 
benefit the country. It should also mean 
that Jordanian products gain access to old 
markets and new. Unemployment could be 
eased significantly if our Gulf neighbours 
would again avail themselves of our profes- 
sionals, technicians and semi-skilled work- 
ers. 

That a Saudi delegation from the Saudi 
Fund for Development is due in Amman 
soon to study binding of infrastructure pro- 
jects is encouraging. Again, one must be 
realistic and aware that the world economy 
today precludes the facile write-off of 
Jordan’s debts. Therefore, in the case of the 
Kingdom's debt to Saudi Arabia, we should 
be looking at innovative debt rescheduling 
arrangements. 

The support is there, as we cau discern 
from comments made by members of the 
economic team on their return to Amman 
Monday night The important issue is to 
recognise that the support will not come 
free and will require creativity, determina- 
tion and good-old honest hard work to 
make it beneficial and set Jordan on the 
self-reliant path the late King Hussein fore- 
saw' for the Kingdom. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Fahcd Fanek said thai although the government has 
agreed, in principle, on a two-day holiday, the issue is still open 
for debate, because no decision has been taken yet Fanek quot- 
ed a company employee as saying that including the 52 days 
lost to a Thursday or Saturday extension of the weekend, the 
total number of diays off will be 1 80 days. In olher words, said 
Fanek. a citizen is required to work half the time, and if he/she 
provides half the level of productivity, the country will be 
working at one-fourth maximum capability. Why do people 
complain about incompetence, the weakness in economic 
growth, poverty and inadequate production, Fanek asked. First 
world countries have the right to take two-day holiday a weak 
because their productivity for the rest of the working days pro- 
vide more than enough to ensure a living standard 15 times 
greater than Jordans, he said. The Kingdom is a poor, non- 
industrial country, thus talk about holidays should focus on 
shortening them as they will cause more incompetence, Fanek 
said 


Al Dust our’s editorial said (he Jordanian economic delega- 
tion's visit to Saudi Arabia and its warm reception reflects die 
depth of the two countries' relations. There is no doubt that the 
firm basis of their historical ties have been established on joint 
understanding, sincere brotherhood and strong bilateral con- 
cerns. added the editorial. Therefore. Saudi Arabia stood out- 
standingly and compassionately by the Kingdom after His 
Majesty King Hussein’s passing away, said the newspaper. On 
that basis, the delegation went to the countiy relying on such 
strong bilateral relations, which have been built by King 
Hussein and King Fahd with optimism (hat the ties will con- 
tinue to develop. No doubt, the visit focused on ways to find 
Saudi support for the Jordanian economy, removing obstacles 
faring it by strengthening trade exchange, how to open the 
labour market to Jordanians and on support for (Ik Kingdom's 
reserve of hard currencies. The paper said it is confident that 
the Saudi "brothers” will not spare any efforts to aid Jordan. 


Washington Watch 


Dr. James J. Zogby 


Arab states gain in U.S. public opinion 


A NEW poll conducted for the 
Arab American Institute (AAI) 
shows that Americans are viewing 
several Arab states with increased 
favourability. 

The poll, which was conducted 
by Zogby International of New 
York, also finds that only a minor- 
ity of American voters considers 
U.S. Middle East policy to be 
"right and balanced." These 
results confirm a number of trends 
that have been developing during 
this decade. Americans are now 
somewhat more familiar with the 
Middle East. They are better able 
to differentiate amongst the Arab 
states, and are developing some 
positive attitudes towand many of 
them. 

All of this has contributed to 
eroding Israel's hegemony over 
chinking about the Middle East. It 
has further resulted in moving 
U.S. public opinion in the direc- 
tion of supporting a more bal- 
anced U.S.-Middle East policy. 

The AAI/Zogby poll asked 756 
randomly-selected likely U.S. vot- 
ers to rate their attitudes toward a 
list of states. The results (see box) 
are ranked in order of the differ- 
ence between the favourable and 
unfavourable raring given to each 
state. For comparison, the results 
of a 1995 poll that asked the same 
question appear alongside the 
1999 results. 

What is striking about these 
results, is that the Arab states 
included in this survey (all consid- 
ered to be friendly to the United 
States) each show an improve- 
ment in their overall rating. The 
most dramatic improvement was 
registered by Jordan and is most 


probably due to the extremely 
sympathetic press coverage given 
to the late King Hussein from the 
time of bis dramatic intervention 
in the Wye Plantation peace talks 
to his. funeral earlier this month. 

it appears that the jump in 
Jordan’s ranking was due more to 
positive press treatment of the 
King and the countiy of Jordan 
than to the simple fact that Jordan 
had concluded an agreement with 
Israel. Evidence for this can be 
found by noting that as late as 
April 1997, long after Jordan had 
signed a peace treaty. King 
Hussein’s ratings in an 
AAI/Zogby poll were only 34 per 
cent favourable and 31 per cent 
unfavourable. 

Jordan's 1995 countiy ratings, 
also taken in a post-peace context, 
were also negative. 

In our more recent polling 
(AAI/Zogby January 1999). we 
found that the King's ratings 
(before his eventful return to 
Jordan) had climbed to 55 per cent 
favourable compared to 12 per 
cent unfavourable — the best of 
any Middle East leader, and as we 
see in the current poll. Jordan’s 
ratings are also the highest in the 
Middle East 

While Jordan’s significant posi- 
tive press coverage can account 
for its favorability, the fact that 
Egypt was able to both maintain 
favourable ratings and bring down 
its unfavourable ratings while 
being subjected to repeated 
attacks in the U.S. press, is quite 
significant Equally impressive are 
the substantial gains registered by 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait — 
which, for the first time since we 


began polling in i992, now show 
strong net positive ratings. In con- 
trast, during the same period the 
ratings of a number of noo-Middle 
East countries friendly to the 
United States (Mexico, Japan and 
Russia) dropped slightly. This 
growing improvement in U.S. atti- 
tudes towards Arabs has had an 
impact on overall attitudes toward 
foreign policy. When asked if they 
felt that U.S. policy was too 
biased toward Israel, 38.5 per cent 
of the voters surveyed in the 
AAI/Zogby poll agreed. Only 
20.5 per cent agreed U.S. pol- 
icy was too biased toward the 
Arabs. On the other hand, when 
asked if they felt char "U.S. policy 
in the Middle East was right and 
balanced” 55 per cent said it was 
not.“0(Uy 28 per cent agreed that it 
Was — a two to one margin. 

These results corresponded with 
other findings in recent 
AAI/Zogby polls. In an April 
1998 poll, for example, we found 
that twice as many U.S. voters felt 
that U.S. policy leaned toward 

1999: Favourable 


it 


Israel as those who felt that 
should “lean toward Israel. In 
that same poll two- thirds of those 
surveyed felt that U.S. policy 
should "steer a middle course 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians." In another question 
the same two-thirds felt that the 
United States "should apply pres- 
sure equally to Israel and the 
Palestinians." It is important to 
note that all of this shift in atti- 
tudes is occurring while Israel 
retains a strong positive rating 
among U.S. voters. Voters appear 
to be able to distinguish between 
their displeasure with a country’s 
policy and U.S. policy toward that 
countiy and their overall attitude 
toward the countiy itself. 

This same sense of discernment 


were Kuwait, Saudi Arabia. Israel 
and Egypt- Despite having differ- 
ent attitudes toward each of these 
countries f rating Egypt and Israel 
very high in 1995 and Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait much lower), 
those voters surveyed supported 
U S. defence of each of the four 
countries by a nearly identical 50 
per cent to 30 per cent margin. In 
fact, their support for the defence 
of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait was 
even slightly higher than the oth- 
ers mentioned. 

These changes are real and their 
importance should not be dis- 
counted. 

The result of. this and other ear- 
lier polls demonstrate that Arab 
states have increasing political 
capital with U.S. public opinion. 


1 Lila bdiue — r . _ , i ■ 

and commitment to balance cart* This capital can be used ^ poln- 
be found in the nearly identical ically exploited to bn n e benefits 


Country 


responses given in 1995 and 1997 
AAI/Zogby polls when voters 
were asked whether they support- 
ed a “U.S. role in maintaining and 
defending the security of Middle 
East allies.” The countries listed 

Unfavourable- • Difference Favourable/ 
Unfavourable 


to Arab countries and to help fur- 
ther improve the U.S.-Arab rela- 
tionship and to assist in moving 
U.S. policy. However, like ail cap- 
ital. if it is not used, it will be 
squandered and wasted. 

1995: Favourable Unfavourable 
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Will Israel heed ban on settlement activities? 


By Pascal R. Karmy 


ON FEBRUARY 10, 1999 the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations overwhelmingly passed a 
resolution calling for an interna- 
tional conference in Geneva on 
July 15 to enforce a ban on settle- 
ment activities in Israeli occupied 
territories. The ban falls within 
the purview of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention of 1949 on protecting 
civilians in occupied territories. 
The resolution was passed by 115 
votes against two (U.S. and 
Israel) with five abstentions. The 
resolution expressed confidence 
that Palestine, as a party directly 
concerned will participate. 

Israel as usual has rejected the 
calling of a conference and is 
unlikely to participate although it 
is a signatory of the Geneva 
Convention of 1949. United 
Nations Ambassador Dore Gold 
described the call for the confer- 
ence as “a vulgar distortion of 
international humanitarian law 
for the purpose of narrow politi- 
cal interests.” Israel moreover 
does not recognise the application 


of the convention in the territories 
it occupied in the 1967 war. This 
attitude is against all international 
laws including humanitarian 
laws. 

Several resolutions were passed 
by the U.N. General Assembly 
and by the Security Council con- 
demning settlements building by 
Israel and the confiscation of 
Arab lands for that purpose: but 
Israel has turned a deaf ear to 
those resolutions. It may be 
recalled that Switzerland which is 
not a member of the U.N., is the 
depository of the conventions of 
1949 and subsequent protocols. 
Switzerland must, therefore, 
make arrangements for the event 
if the signatories, separately 
affirm that they want the confer- 
ence. Their affirmation has been 
expressed in the above-mentioned 
resolution. 

After the occupation of 
Jerusalem, the West Bank and 
Gaza in 1967, Israel undertook a 
massive colonisation in and 
around Jerusalem and in the West 
Bank and in Gaza by confiscating 
Arab lands and building settle- 


ments on them. 

Such action goes against provi- 
sions of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention and of the previous 
international regulations of the 
Hague of 1907 which prohibit 
settlements building in occupied 
territories. The Hague 
Regulations of 1907 provide that 
"Requisition in kind and services 
shall not be demanded from local 
authorities or inhabitants except 
for the need of the army of occu- 
pation.” Even the Israeli High 
Court of Justice held in 1979 as 
follows: "The decision to estab- 
lish a permanent settlement des- 
tined from the outset to remain in 
its place indefinitely comes up 
against insurmountable legal 
obstacles, because no military 
government can create facts in its 
area for its military needs which 
are designated ab intio to persist 
even after the end of military rule 
in that area, when the fate of the 
area after the team nation of mili- 
tary rule is still unknown ."(High 
Court of Justice. Case 390/1979 
Jerusalem). Furthermore the 
Hague Conventions of 1907 pro- 


vide that: “..No land or other 
property whether private or pub- 
lic, can be permanently confiscat- 
ed by the occupier, who can req- 
uisition such land or property. 
The owners, even though dispos- 
sessed, retain ownership and are 
entitled to rent for use of their 
land” 

The Fourth Geneva Convention 
of 1949 and the Protocols of 1970 
supplemented and enhanced the 
Hague Regulations of 1907. All 
of them clearly forbid a military 
occupier to appropriate, confis- 
cate or expropriate private or pub- 
lic property in occupied territo- 
ries. It should be pointed out that 
the creation of settlements 
involves two elements: The 

appropriation of land and the 
establishment of settlements on 
such land both being specifically 
forbidden by Articles 49 and 147 
of the Geneva Convention. 
Article 49 provides that the occu- 
pying power cannot “transfer a 
part of its own civilian population 
to the occupied territory...” 
Article J47 considers as grave 
violations of the convention “the 


The writer was an advocate in 
Palestine in 1944 and, for many 
years, legal officer at UNRWA head- 
quarters in Beirut and Vienna. 


Letters to the editor 


Intractable problems of 
nation-building 


The article ("Ocalan trial stands to highlight issue of minor- 
ity rights.” JT. Feb. 18) points to two deep paradoxes of mod- 
em nation -building. Certainly, the proceedings now begun in 
Turkey do present a test, as the writer argues, but not just of 
Turkey, of the nation-building process itself. 

First, at what point in the revolutionary process does ter- 
rorism become legitimate rebellion’? All revolutions begin by 
lighting a match. The Boston Tea Party, tame by today's stan- 
dards, is a most celebrated act of terrorism and has become a 
symbol for rebels everywhere — there are many more. But 
at what point what magical moment did it achieve legitima- 
cy from the American colonists, much less the international 
community? The moment of legitimacy cannot be identified 
except after it has come and gone. It is easy to look back and 
say that the American Revolution was justified, but it was not 
easy to judge it as such during the heat of battle. We am all 
revisionists when it comes to revolution. 

But international law cannot be revisionist Consequently, 
international agreements that sanction rebellion when it is 
done “legally, by democratic means” paint a convoluted pic- 
ture of the need to rebel What minority in a legal, democra- 
tic regime would seek to rebel through terrorism? The 
minorities that am burdened by the need to rebel violently are 
those who are not treated democratically and who do not 
have access to democratic institutions that would offer them 
a peaceful alternative. Hence, their cause has a double 
urgency: not only is their ethnic identity under siege, but their 
very lives are threatened. It is especially important for the 
international community to be proactive here, not to legit- 
imise all acts of tenor, but to judge the worthiness of each 
case’s grievances. Here, the U.N. is wildly regressive — it 
intervenes only when circumstances have gotten so out of 
hand that the world’s conscience is horrified. By then, both 
sides in the confrontation are so soiled by violence that nei- 
ther seems to be a legitimate victor. Inaction, then, becomes 
a sound policy choice for the U.N. Consider Bosnia, until 
recently Israel, and now Turkey as examples where the UJS. 
prevents itself from acting because it simply cannot make up 
its mind which side is the "bad guy” - or is simply afraid to 
say so. In the meantime, the confrontation devolves to bes- 
tiality. 

Second, the writer argues that in a multi-ethnic state such 
as Turkey, the Kurds should be permitted full expression of 


their minority ethnicity — language, I presume, schools and 
holidays as well. As the example of Quebec illustrates, this 
status is not a comfortable one. Quebec craves secession, the 
only means by which the special identity of its inhabitants will 
be secured. While I begrudge no one who wants to preserve 
their heritage, the only place on the globe where complete eth- 
nic assimilation has occurred is in the U.S. There, all third 
generation immigrants have lost almost entirely their ethnic 
identity. What the Canadian and U.S. juxtaposition demon- 
strates is that we can’t have both robust ethnic identities and 
peaceful coexistence ("warm" peace) with our citizen neigh- 
bours. History seems to tell us that it must be one or the other 
— never both. I don’t pensonafiy like this conclusion, but I 
cannot escape it either. 

These two paradoxes leave us with the sense that we are 
locked in an unavoidable struggle when we nation-build. On 
the one hand, we must either assimilate and create a new iden- 
tity that supersedes all others or prop up one ethnic group 
which can dominate the others irretrievably. On the 'other 
hand, where a minority group chooses not to be dominated 
and steps out on its own. the nation is imperilled, the interna- 
tional community reveals its utter helplessness, and the ethnic 
group has no choice but to embrace violence and seek its own 
state to build — perhaps for the first time justifying in the 
minds of majority-group citizens the genoeidal rages that 
sparked rebellion in [he first place. 


Jenifer Cartland 
Chicago 
US. 


Action needed! 


FOR MORE than two weeks now, the traffic lights near my 
house in Maij El Hamam have been out of order. The lights 
are situated in an area where heavy traffic flows day and 
night (Marj Al Hamam-Na’ur Road). I have been in touch 
with tiie authorities on several occasions regarding this 
matter and, to date, nothing has been done. It is important 
to note that since these lights have been out of order, many 
car accidents have taken place. Does it take the loss of a 
human life for them to take action? 


Usama N. Agbabi 
P.O, Box 950365 
Amman 11195 
Jordan 


Forever in our memory 


THANK YOU God for giving us all what we have... and thank you for 
giving us a memoiy!! A memoty is like a mental reservoir, all through- 
out one s life, one s mind collects and captures many precious treasures, 
pius. tiie reservoir expands. Ours is full, of precious sifts trom our 
beloved King Hussein. 

God gave us as well the gift of referring to our menial bank in time 
of need to withdraw hope, faith and courage. Therefore, the miracle of 
a memory gives continuity a chance. 

The posorahty of ora beloved King Hussein is engraved in the roem- 
Sff*" 1 - “l*® 1 kind face to Member wh« we 
b** 1 10 w'l* a tear off a child’s cheek, and 
his. smile wffl be the sunshine on a cloudy day 

He was a mat loving man. One of a kind He gave us gifts from his 
hrartlore, kindness, joy, understanding warmth, sympathy, tolerance 
S ^ ***' Ws mind; ideas, dr m prinri- 

nSv P inH He fiave of spirit vision, aspiration, 

peace and forth. He gave us true gifts; as he -gawusapoitimofMm- 

himself a friend. Thus making friends came automatically. 

10 wheTS ' dreams and aims, showed 

SSfTSr^ nm, ^" nS ' HC fi W* d a toJeranI UDder ' 

standing heart Tolerant be was! out of weakness but strength. 

tiie A Jku - isa ^ ft ofGod A memoiy is our link with 

d 115 a Sr radiara E ft was 
"Awed Tta »£! ** ° fWhiCh 

planting trees. ^ ^ ^ old man who never stopped 

ensured tfoTjorefenl^ aiwavs^av ^1° whal ** did! ^ 
Fw a country becomes SW*- 

Hussein Stored 

everyday! ® row ’ n>u tfi as our love to Jordan grows: 

10 And attune our lives 

let Jordan remain the window thn-u Wecanart ti should 

shines, be will be watching!^ Sys^ ° f ****** 




Zdn AJHayefc 

Amman 




appropriation of property which 
is not justified by a military 
necessity" and "the illegal trans- 
fers of persons." 

In accordance with those men- 
tioned provisions, the United 
Nations has deplored and con- 
demned in dozens of resolutions 
the establishment by Israel of set- 
tlements in the occupied territo- 
ries including Jerusalem, and has 
declared that Israel's actions in 
this regard have no legal validity. 

One wonders what can ensue 
from the projected Geneva 
Conference due to be held on July 
15 to ensure that the Fourth 
Geneva Convention is respected 
and in particular the convention’s 
ban on settlements. Israel has 
flouted international laws and 
conventions including the United 
Nations’; will it heed the decision 
of the projected conference of 
July 15. since it has already 
rejected the relevant resolution. 
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>p,ni0t i The ‘bicycle guerrillas’ of Belgian eco-war 
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By Stephen Castle 

PETER TERRYN has been arrested 
at least 20 times over the years, but 
the latest episode was bad even by 
his standards. 

He suffered a week of solitary 
confinement, but the 35-year-old 
political activist had one argument 
which helped to clear him of the 
charges of fire-bombing Belgian 
burger bars and destroying a 
McDonald’s: Terryn is a meat eater. 

After a lengthy interrogation he 
was released to return to Weik, the 
organisation he runs in Antwerp. 
Also treed, for the time being any- 
way, were two teenage girls. Lynd- 
sey Van Keer and Anja Hermans, 
although Van Keer has confessed 
that she was responsible for the 
largest and most serious arson, in 
August last year. 

The bizarre case has thrown up 
more questions than it answers. Is 
Belgium in the grip of an orches- 
trated campaign of eco- terrorism? 
Or has its judicial system simply 
been led a merry dance by two 19- 


year-old girls and a group of cam- 
paigners, whose other activities 
include the theft of garden gnomes? 

Within a few months last year the 
burger bar attacks in Belgium grew 
from a minor irritant to a full-scale 
alarm, involving an array of police 
forces and the security services. 
The attacks for which the- Belgium 
Animal Liberation Front claimed 
responsibility reached double fig- 
ures, culminating in the burning of 
a McDonald’s branch at Puurs. near 
Antwerp. Early theories tied the 
actions, via Internet links, to 
Britain, the ALF’s birthplace. 

But the targets and the nature of 
the campaign marked it out as a dis- 
tinctively Belgian affair. In the most 
macabre incident, human remains 
were found outside a McDonald’s 
in the Lxelles district of Brussels. 

The reaction of the authorities 
was to pull in all the likely suspects. 
They were Terryn and the girls. In a 
run-down shopfront in norther- 
nAntwerp, the aims of the group 
were explained by Terryn, a former 
radio journalist, surrounded by 


wallspainted orange, blue and yel- 
low, and adorned with murals and 
the obligatory poster of Che Guev- 
era. 

For 12 months, this has been the 
home of Weik, a group started by 
Hermans two years ago and funded 
by the city of Antwerp in an effort 
to reach out to young people. The 
group is described by police as a 
bunch of political agitators. 

Weik’s activities include street 
theatre, jumble sales and a Friday- 
night “vegetarian info kitchen'’, at 
which food is followed by political 
discussion. 

But Weik has spawned other 
groups less popular with the author- 
ities. They include the “bicycle 
guerrillas'*, who mass up to 100 
cyclists to block crossroads in 
Antwerp, highlighting their cam- 
paign for free public transport. 

Terryn sees conflict with the 
police as a fact of life. Neither girl 
is present; it is a condition of Van 
Keer's bail that she has no further 
contact with the collective. 

‘‘The people the authorities target 


are either young people, immigrants 
or people on the streets,” says Mr. 
Terryn. “We try to talk to them and 
organisations representing them.” 

But media-friendly Weik is game 
for more than talking. 

When foreign campaigners hit on 
a publicity stum involving the “kid- 
napping” of garden gnomes, and 
their “release" in the forests, the 
local media contacted Weik to find 
out if they knew of anything similar 
in Belgium. 

“When we said, ‘No’, they asked 
if we could organise it,” says Ter- 
ryn. “We said. *Of course we can’.” 

If gnome stunts posed little threat 
to the Belgian state, links with tbe 
ALF raised more eyebrows. Weik 
has hosted a discussion involving 
the ALF, and set up a support group 
when the girls were arrested. 

Terryn insists that this is the sole 
extent of Weik’s involvement with 
the ALF. 

There are, he argues, several rea- 
sons why Lyndsey Van Keer may 
have admitted to the arson attack at 
Puurs. She may be guilty, or she 


'... has [Belgium’s] 
judicial system... 
been led a merry 
dance by two 19- 
year-old girls and 
a group of cam- 
paigners, whose 
other activities 
include the theft of 
garden gnomes?’ 


may be trying to protect someone 
else. If so, she may withdraw her 
confession at a later stage. 

This may be informed speculation 
or a piece of disinformation aimed 
at his old adversaries in the police. 
And it has shaken the authorities. 

In the wake of the scandal over 
the bungled police handling of the 
case of Marc Dutroux, who is 
awaiting trial over the murder of 
several children, Belgians have 
rarely been less willing to trust their 
politicians or the authorities: Hence 
the alarm at the growth of direct 
action campaigns and anxiety about 
Weik. 

As Terryn puts it: “Either the ALF 
is a well-organised group here, in 
which case they have not solved the 
crime. Or the entire police force has 
been mobilised to arrest two 19- 
year-old girls. 

‘That may be more scaiyr for the 
police, because there are a lot of 19- 
year-oids, and you can’t control all 
of them.” 

— The Independent 
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Hoax raises false 
hopes for the missing 


I By Michael Field 

j Agence France Presse 

' THE TINY Pacific Republic of Palau is 
wondering if 22 of its people thought to 
have died at sea 58 years ago have real- 
1 ly turned up alive in Papua New Guinea, 
or whether they are the victims of an 
, elaborate hoax. 

The group left their home state of 
Peleliu by boat on may 23, 1941 and 
were never seen again by their fellow 
• islanders. They were given up for dead, 
a local magazine Palau Horizon said in a 
report on the case last month. 

But Palau has been abuzz ever since an 
Israeli woman, prompted by the report, 
came on the scene with a story saying 
that 20 years ago the 22 were alive and 
well in PNGs Wewak province, where 
she claims to have spotted them. 

Noga Garrison, a resident of New York 
w ho describes herself as an art consul- 
tant and curator, said that back in Octo- 
1 her 1976 she had gone to the Mermit 
Islands. 260 kilometres north-east of 
Wewak in northern Papua New Guinea, 
and found the Palauans. 

She said she had spoken to the oldest 
man in the group who told how they had 
been caught by a storm which drove 
them far out into the sea, before they 
were shipwrecked on an unknown 
island. 

Palau's government paid her $2o00, 
plus return first class airfares from New 
York, to fly to the capital Koror to pre- 
sent to President Kuniwo Nakamura evi- 
dence that she had seen the group. 


Koror is about 1.600 kilo- 
metres west of the Philip- 
pines capital Manila and the 
same distance north-west of 
Wewak. The people of 
Wewak are Melanesians 
while people from Palau are 
Micronesian. 

The Tia Belau newspaper 
said the report that the 22 had 
survived raised high hopes 
among family and relatives. 

However. Palau Horizon 
noted that if any of the group 
were still alive, they would 
mostly be more than 100 
years old 

Tia Belau reporter Jerome 
Temengil said the entire country had 
talked about nothing else in the days, 
before January 29 when Ganisoh flew 
into Palau as a guest of the government , 
and became an “instant sensation”. 

But high-ranking officials who grilled 
her during her five-day stay “all shook 
their heads after a few minutes of meet- 
ing her because her information was so 
scant and flimsy,” he said 

In an article he said some questioned 
“how the entire leadership and public of 
Palau who have experienced encounters 
with so many foreign con artists, fortune 
hunters, swindlers and fake investors ... 
can get ail excited and spend so much 
money and effort without checking the 
reliability of the source of such informa- 
tion." 

It said a Palau official, Surangel 
Whipps, had now flown to Mermit to try 



to find the lost people. 

When Garrison arrived in Palau last 
month she and a delegation of seven 
officials were readied for a trip to PNG 
oh Feb. 3. But she objected, saying she 
needed time for anti-malarial medicine 
to work. 

“There has been no official report 
from the government since Noga left,” 
the newspaper reported “The public is 
awaiting word from Surangel's trip. 
“But some are asking that if it is true, 
why none of them or their about 50 
descendants ever tried to make contact 
or to return home during the past 58 
years." 

If it is a hoax it will be a great trauma, 
the newspaper said 

“Who will bear the responsibility? At 
least one person made money and bad a 
first class visit to Palau.” 


Eritreans live with spirit of the revolution 


By David Fox 

Reuters 

TAKING A stroll down Liberation 
Avenue in the centre of the Eritrean 
capital is a walk unlike anywhere else 
in Africa. 

You can leave a camera on your car 
seat with the window open for hours ■ 
without fear of it being stolen. Shop- 
keepers invite you in for a cup of the 
best cappuccino on the continent 
without once trying to hustle a sale. 

And the only beggar to be seen — a 
young boy who says he wants to be a 
pilot when he grows up — asks to be 
bought a text book from a nearby sta- 
tioners rather than be given money. 

It is difficult not to be seduced by 
Eritrea, but spend more than a week 
here and you begin to get the feeling 
that something is not quite right 
about the place, that there is some- 
thing artificial about the country. 

“I can't put my finger on it,” said 
one foreign resident. “I like living 
here but at the back of my mind I just 
don't understand the place and I 
never will.” “It is a strange place,” 
said another. “There is something 
eerie about it. Everyone says they are 
happy, but you get the feeling that 
perhaps deep down they are not. that 
it is all a facade.” The absence of any 
diversity of opinion, the lack of spon- 
taneity and a zealous adherence to the 
government's official line suggests a 
society not allowed the freedom of 
thought, expression or liberty' that its 
members were promised in their 30- 
year independence struggle. 

A nation forged through struggle. 
Eritrea was internationally recog- 


nised as independent country only in 
1993 after a referendum overwhelm- 
ingly backed separation from 
Ethiopia. 

Eritreans resisted both Italian and 
British colonial rule, but the indepen- 
dence struggle began in earnest in the 
early 1960s, when Eritrea was made a 
province of Ethiopia. 

With virtually no outside help, the 
Eritrean People's Liberation Front 
(EPLF) took on and defeated a suc- 
cession of Ethiopian armies sent from 
Addis Ababa to crush them. 

The Ethiopians had no shortage of 
foreign support. First the United 
States poured millions of dollars in 
arms and ammunition into the coun- 
try in an attempt to curry favour with 
former emperor Haile Selassie. 

Then the Soviet union pumped mil- 
lions more and backed their aid with 
military advisors when Haile 
Mengistu Mariam seized power and 
installed his marxist rmfitlry'Dergue 
government. . » 

At various tunes the EPLF con- 
trolled vast swathes of the country — 
including cities — and scored pun- 
ishing raids on Ethiopian garrisons 
from which it secured the weapons to 
cany out its struggle. 

Addis Ababa countered ruthlessly 
— not hesitating to bomb towns and 
cities which were infiltrated by the 
EPLF even if it meant killing 
Ethiopian soldiers holed up in their 
garrisons. 

National reconstruction all this time 
the EPLF went about turning the 
country into a modem Sparta. Tens of 
thousands of Eritreans were bom, 
raised, educated and trained to fight 


while living in mobile communities 
that lived off the land. 

Their society was a model of indus- 
triousness. Engineers, technicians, 
artisans and academics learnt their 
trades in tbe trenches and bunkers 
which were their homes. 

That industriousness is still evident 
as the country grapples with trying to 
rebuild a nation which is among the 
poorest in the world. 

Every Eritrean has to do IS months 
of national service which includes six 
months of military training followed 
by a year spent building roads, dams, 
schools, hospitals and in other social 
service. There are few “draft 
dodgers”. 

And that same spirit is being 
exploited to the full as Eritrean troops 
face off against the Ethiopian army 
once again in a battle over border ter- 
ritory. 

All media in the country is strictly 
state-controlled and the television 
and radio station play endless repeats 
of liberation music that had been 
almost forgotten in the years of peace 
since 1993. 

The message is victory, but beneath 
the surface there is unease. Parents 
wonder if they will ever see their 
children again. News of casualties — 
and there certainly have been some 
— is not made public. 

Dead soldiers are buried where they 
fall, without sentimentality, and those 
who disobey orders are reported to be 
ruthlessly dealt with. 

“People will have to wait until the 
end of the war to discover if their 
friends or families survived,” said 
one former fighter. 


Cold War handshake cosmonaut recounts brushes with death 


By Adam Tanner 

Reuters 

BY THE time legendary Soviet 
spaceman Alexei Leonov confident- 
ly shook hands with an American 
astronaut in orbit during the Cold 
War he had narrowly escaped death 
fj\e times — thanking God each 
time for his good luck. 

These brushes with death and the 
faith in God’s intervention 
remained secret during the commu- 
nist era. when Leonov was a sym- 
bol of Soviet power in its space 
rivalry with America. 

Leonov was a member of the 
Soviet Union’s original 1960 team 
of cosmonauts who made the first 
space walk in 1965 and later led the 
Apollo-Soyuz rendezvous in 1975. 

The highlight of Leonov’s career, 
man’s first walk outside a space 


■ - 

capsule, showed that a cosmonaut 

v*- ■ 

could work in the barren unknown 

- ' - 

of space. But the experience nearly 
cost him his life. 

Wfc.'. 

"There were many problems. One 


was impossible to test on earth. 

Vi! •' ' ' 

namelv. how would the space suit 

-A * . 

react in the vacuum of space?” 64- 

ft* - - ' 

m v ear-old Leonov told Reuters. 

• ‘ After his 12-minute space walk. 


he learned what engineers had not 

1 *■ - ' 

predicted: the suit had expanded so 

. ** 

much that he could not fit back into 

s 

the Voskhod 2 capsule orbiting 

«• *=•■ • 

Earth. 


*1 had to take a decision to lower 

!—* * 

the pressure inside the space suit. 


but bv how much? Too much would 


have led io a boiling of blood in the 
bodv. which would have finished 


5- * 

X! - r 

*■ tr" 

J* 


me 

But I had t o do it. he said. 

“I didn't report this down to 
Earth” *aid Leonov, who now 
favours collarless Nehru-style jack- 
ets to spacesuiis. “I knew- the situa- 
tion better than anyone else. As he 
worried whether his supply of oxy- 


gen would run out. Leonov 
gradually lowered the pres- 
sure in his suit to dangerous 
levels, and was able to 
squeeze back into the ship. 

"I had to crawl in on my 
knees, which was very diffi- 
cult physically. I expended 
practically my last bit of ener- 
gy,” said the 1.64 metre cos- 
monaut turned investment 
banker. 

Yet the worst still lay ahead 
after his return inside. 

Spinning a glass ball paper- 
weight on his desk, Leonov 
explained that during his 
space walk the ship did not 
rotate normally to spread the 
sun’s warmth across the sta- 
tion. 

As' a result, there w'as a 
major failure in the life-sup- 
port systems and air started 
leaking from the station. To 
compensate for the loss, oxy- 
gen grew to critical levels. 

“If" there had been a small 
spark, the entire ship would 
have simply exploded like a 
bomb," Leonov said. 

“It was catastrophically 
dangerous” he said. “I 
believe that someone above 
helped us. was watching out 
for us and decided that it was 
too soon for us to perish." The 
two-man crew succeeded in 
gradually lowering pressure 
acceptable levels, but Ihe mission 
ended with a landing far off course 
and three days alone in the Ural 
mountains. 

Escaping death Leonov, who was 
noted for his athletic devotion and 
winning personality during his 
years as a cosmonaut, escaped 
death twice before even leaving the 
Earth. 

He once swam to safety after his 
car crashed into a frozen pond. On 



Apollo Command and Service Module docked with the Soviet Soyuz 
spacecraft by means of an androgenous docking adaptor (shown). 
Leonid and Stafford who shook hands in space across the Cold War 
divide have since remained firm friends (File photo) 


to 


another occasion he had to bend 
pans of an aeroplane to escape 
from a falling jet when an ejector 
seat failed. 

In 1969, pure luck saved him. 
While he was riding with other cos- 
monauts in front of a car carrying 
Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, a 
young officer started firing off two 
guns ^ wildly in an assassination 
attempt. 

“I saw how blood started coming 
out from the driver 50 cm (20 inch- 


es) ahead of me, and then I turned 
my head. The next bullet whizzed 
by like this, another behind my 
back. Had I not turned my head it 
would have hit me,” Leonov said. 

“An investigator later told^ me 
‘you’re a very lucky person, he 
said, "‘you should be dead."’ “God 
was probably with me. God again." 
Leonov was due to fly in 1971 on 
Salyut 1. the first space station put 
into orbit, but officials changed the 
entire crew 11 hours before the 


flight because of concerns for 
cosmonaut Valery Kubasov’s 
health. 

The new crew set a record 
of 23 days in orbit, but a leak 
in the capsule killed the three 
men as they returned to Earth. 

“We can say I stayed alive 
because of Kubasov's ill- 
ness,” said Leonov, who 
eventually held the Soviet 
military rank of major gener- 
al. “I should say prayers to 
God.” Dramatic missions for 
all his success in ..avoiding 
disaster, Leonov failed to ful- 
fil bis dream of becoming to 
first man on the moon — the 
honour he would have earned 
if the manned Soviet moon 
programme had succeeded. “I 
often ponder on what we 
should have done. I find many 
mistakes of the past leader- 
ship. 

“Because of bureaucratic 
stupidity, half the national 
programme failed.” he said, 
referring to the manned effort 
to reach the moon. 

“We had everything to fly 
around the moon, but we 
needed only (space pro- 
gramme leader Sergei) 
Korolyov," he continued 
emotionally. “But even with 
Korolyov we would not have 
beaten the Americans to be 
the first on the moon ” After the 
failure of the manned moon effort 
and the 1971 Salyut disaster. 
Leonov in 1975 helped boost Sovi- 
et pride when he shook hands as an 
equal with American astronaut Tom 
Stafford when the Apollo-Soyuz 
docked together in orbit. 

“I understood the immense 
responsibility,” he said, “in the eyes 
of all of humanity we showed the 
best side of man. 

“No crew to this day has the same 


rapport I have with Tom," said. 
“Our children are friends. Tom 
named his grandson Alexei. I 
named a grandchild Karina, the 
name of Tom Stafford's daughter." 
After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Leonov, the country’s most 
famous cosmonaut since the death 
of first man in space Yuri Gagarin, 
quickly adjusted to the new times 
and became the president of Alfa 
(Capital, an investment company. 

“As experienced as a cosmonaut 
may be. there comes a time to 
leave ” he said. “But I didn’t want 
to just drink beer or play golf. I'm a 
different kind of person. 

“Both space exploration and busi- 
ness are creative jobs,” he said in 
his office decorated by tiny Soviet 
and U.S. flags flown to the moon. 
‘There are no written rules on how 
to act. You have to think constantly 
on your feet and solve many prob- 
lems.” rarely arrives in the office 
before noon — he is an avid artist 
in his spare time — but when it 
comes to meeting top officials, he 
rarely has trouble gaining an audi- 
ence. 

“When I go somewhere to visit an 
enterprise they do have a different 
relationship io me,” he said. “It's 
because of the fame and because in 
my entire life I never discredited 
myself in anything, so it’s easier 
when I come to do business.” Even 
after his embrace of capitalist busi- 
ness, Leonov still has his eyes on 
the stars. 

“I dream about it a Iol” he said. 

He thinks he stands a chance of 
breaking American John Glenn's 
record as the oldest person to go 
into space aL age 77. 

“What sense would there be in 
flying now? I wouldn't set any 
world records" Leonov said, “in 15 
years, I will fly but not just for a 
week. I’ll fly two or three weeks. 




Jordan, Iraq to renew 
reduced trade protocol 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jor- 
dan’s Trade and Industry 
Minister Mohammed Saleh 
Hourani will travel to 
Baghdad Wednesday to 
renew and reduce the Jor- 
dan-Iraq trade protocol, 
ministry officials said Tues- 
day. 

Hourani will head a meet- 
ing of the Jordanian-Iraqi 
Joint Committee with Iraqi 
Trade Minister Mohammed 
Mehdi Saleh on Thursday 
to renew the deal which is 
expected to rotal around 
$200 million for 1999 


against $255 million in pre- 
vious years. 

Trade and Industry Min- 
istry officials said Amman 
had lobbied for the reduc- 
tion of the trade protocol 
with Baghdad — calculated 
on the basis of Amman's oil 
imports — due to the drop 
in world oil prices. 

Jordan, which has no 
known crude oil reserves, 
has already agreed to 
import 4.8 million tonnes 
of Iraqi crude in 1999 as in 
past years, around half of 
which is delivered free 


Greenspan sees solid U.S. 
growth but says economy 
is under strain 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. economy is under 
strain, vulnerable to 
renewed inflation and over- 
seas turbulence, but should 
still show solid growth this 
year. Federal Reserve (Fed; 
Chairman Alan Greenspan 
said Tuesday. 

He also told the Senate 
Banking Committee that a 
booming stock market sug- 
gested that share prices 
might be overvalued and 
subject to a correction. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average plunged 75 points 
three minutes after he began 
his remarks before staging a 
recovery and returning to 
positive territory within an 
hour. 

The chairman’s long- 
awaited testimony was a 
combination of admiration 
and pride in the resilience of 
the U.S. expansion tem- 
pered with blunt warnings 
of substantial risks that the 
Fed must weigh in setting 
raonetaty policy. 

“After eight years of eco- 
nomic expansion, the econ- 
omy appears stretched in a 
number of dimensions, 
implying considerable 
upside and downside risks 
to the economic outlook, 1 " 
he told lawmakers. 

While prospects for con- 
tinued growth and low infla- 
tion in 1999 were 
favourable, he said, the 
recent increase in consumer 
spending was indeed a 
threat to price stability. 

He described labour short- 
ages as “a critical upside 
risk to the inflation outlook” 
because they will eventually 
put pressure on employers 
to raise wages. 

The U.S. pool of potential 
workers aged 16 to 64 now 


numbers 10 million, or 5.75 
per cent of that group's 
overall population — the 
lowest percentage on 
record. 

“Should labour market 
conditions continue to tight- 
en, there has to be some 
point at which the rise in 
nominal wages will start 
increasingly outpacing 
gains in labour productivity, 
and prices inevitably will 
begin to accelerate,” 
Greenspan said. 

On Wall Street, “equity 
prices are high enough to 
raise questions about 
whether shares are overval- 
ued," he told the committee, 
adding that a downward cor- 
rection would dampen con- 
sumer and capital spending 
and ultimately economic 
growth. 

hi addition, the United 
States is not immune to for- 
eign economic and fin an dal 
instability that can be 
“transmitted to U-S. markets 
quickly and traumatically." 

Weakness in ... the 
economies of Washington’s 
key trading palters could 
further depress demands for 
U.S. exports, while sagging 
commodity prices, which 
have helped restrain U.S. 
inflation, are unlikely to fall 
further. 

As a result, the Federal 
Reserve’s policymaking ■ 
Open Market Committee 
would remain vigilant, pre- 
pared to raise or lower inter- 
est rates to correct imbal- 
ances and distortions that 
could imperil U.S. prosperi- 
ty, he said. 

But Greenspan's testimo- 
ny was far from ominous, as 
he assured lawmakers “the 
fundamental underpinnings 
of the recent U.S. economic 


performance are strong.” 
“Our economy's perfor- 
mance should remain solid 
this year, though likely with 
a slower pace of economic 
expansion, and a slightly 
higher rate of overall infla- 
tion than last year.” he said. 

The Fed foresees growth 
this year to slow from 3.9 
per cent in 1998 to around 

2.5 per cent to three per 
cent, with inflation as mea- 
sured by the consumer price 
index edging up from about 

1.6 per cent to between two 
and 2.4 per cent. 

While labour markets 
remain “exceptionally 
tight” Greenspan said, “no 
evidence of any upturn in 
inflation has as yet sur- 
faced,” a situation he attrib- 
uted to intense competition 
for the consumer dollar. 

“Firms have evidently 
concluded that if they try to 
increase prices, their com- 
petitors will not follow, and 
they will lose market share 
and profits,” he said. 

Greenspan described con- 
ditions abroad as mixed, 
with South Korea and Thai- 
land showing signs of stabil- 
isation and recovery. 

In Russia, where Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund assis- 
tance has been on bold, the 
outlook “remains trou- 
bling.” 

In Brazil, he said, authori- 
ties “must walk a difficult 
path of restoring confidence 
and keeping inflation con- . 
rained with monetary policy 
while dealing with serious 
fiscal imbalances.” 

But so far. he added, 
uncertainties hanging over 
Brazil have not triggered 
financial instability else- 
where. 


Japan treads fine 
line on yen fall 


while the rest sells for more 
than the current market 
price. 

The bilateral trade deal 
has been exempt from U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq since the 
embargo was imposed in 
the wake of Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. Ionian 
reties entirely on Iraq, its 
main trade partner, for all 
oil requirements. 

The two trade ministers 
last met in Amman on Sat- 
urday for preparatory talks. 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese offi- 
cials, having initialed a fell in 
the yen, are now attempting 
(he tricky task of nudging it a 
touch lower without inciting a 
free-fall. 

After publicly endorsing the 
yen's fell last week, senior 
officials on Tuesday appeared 
to signal they want the decline 
limited aod gradual — no 
mean' feat in the cuneocy mar- 
kets, where a trend can easily 
become a stampede. 

Policy-makers let the cur- 
rency slide by about eight yen 
against die dollar over the past 
week to its lowest level in 
□early three months before 
flatting to malm noises about 
bow they don’t want its 
decline to accelerate. 

The United States has been 
silent on the yen's fell, encour- 
aging man y to believe Wash- 
ington can tolerate the decline 
for a certain time to revive the 
Japanese economy. 

But with America’s trade 
deficit ballooning as it 
becomes die world's buyer of 
last resort and other Asian 
nations wary that a yen plunge 
could reignite regional curren- 
cy depreriations,Tokyo’s abil- 
ity to indulge a modest yen 
weakening is being put to the 
test 

"This is not an environment 
in which we can explktidy 
endorse the yen’s deprecia- 
tion.” an unnamed govern- 
ment source was quoted by Jiji 
news agency as saying. ‘Too 
rapid a continued decline in 
die yen or interest rates, just 
tike rapid rises, is undesir- 
able." 

The official line, stated last 
week by top financial diplo- 
mat Eisuke Sakakibara, was 
that a yen decline was “wel- 
come” — to the extent that it 
was a reaction to the Bank of 
Japan’s (BOPs) credit easing 
on Feb. 12. 

The dollar; which had been 
around 114 yen before Sakak- 
ibara spoke, climbed briskly 
last week and jumped above 
122 yen — ■ its highest point 
since Dec. 2 < — on Monday 
after Group of Seven (G-7) 
officials met but avoided any 
mention of the yen’s fell. Mar- 
kets took tins as a tacit 
endorsement of a weak yen. 

Sakakibara, known as “Ml 
Yen” lor his prowess in mov- 
ing currencies, then stopped 
the yen's fell in its tracks, 
telling the Nihon Keizai Shim- 
bun newspaper in an interview 
published overnight that while 
the yen’s fell thus for had been 
the result of the BQTs credit 
easing, it would resume its rise 
in die summer if the Japanese 
economy recovered. 

’The Japanese | economy 
may pick up by this summer, 
while many analysts expect 
die U.S. economy to start 


decelerating,” Sakakibara told 
the newspaper in the latest of a 
flurry of interviews. *Tbe yen 
win regain strength in the 
medium-to long-term.'' 

The G-7 finance ministers 
and central bankers, meeting 
on Saturday in Bona, did not 
discuss the yen's level at all 
Finance Minister Kiicfai 
Miyazawa Said on Tuesday, 
adding: Tt was not a matter 
for the G-7 to discuss.” 

But Miyazawa refused to be 
drawn on whether the G-7 was 
silently endowing the decline. 
Asked bow far die United 
States would tolerate die yen’s 
decline, he responded curdy: 
“I have nothing to say.” 

The G-7 vowed to ‘‘maintain 
strong cooperation. _to pro- 
mote - exchange rates among 
major currencies that are in 
tine with fundamentals,” 
which could be read as accept- 
ing the yen's fell in tine with 
the BOPs credit earing and the 
weak economy generally. 

But the G-7 also urged Japan 
to push ahead with steps “to 
reinforce growth Jed by 
domestic demand" — not a 
recovery through an export 
surge spawned by a currency 
depreciation. 

Japan and the United States 
jointly intervened to boost the 
yen last year, when it slid as 
low as 147 to the dollar, bur 
the BOJ bought dollars in Jan- 
uary to crab die yen's rise to 
around 108 to the dollar. 

Currency market partici- 
pants think Japan and the 
United States are wilting to see 
the yen a bit weaker than the 
earlier presumed “comfort 
zone” of 110-120 yen to the 
dollar, but Japanese officials 
fear giving speculators ary 
clear target to aim foe 
Business leader Yotaro 
Kobayasbi told Reuters on 
Monday he thought the gov- 
ernment was engaged in a 
“delicate balancing act” to 
weaken the yen a bit to help 
export-dependent manufactur- 
ers but not so low as to anger 
the United States and Asia. - 
‘The recent G-7 meeting 
seems to have more or less 
acoepted the yen. let’s say, in a 
little weaker range,” said 
Kobayashi, chairman of Fuji 
Xerox and recently named to 
head the Keizai Doyukai 
(Japan association of corpo- 
rate executives) from ApriL 
T really don’t know what 
that range is, but it looks tike it 
is somewhere around_.l2Q to 
130” he said. 

Yasuhisa Shiozaki. former 
parliamentary vice finance 
minister and one-time BOJ 
bureaucrat, said he thought 
neither Tokyo nor Washington 
would be “uneasy” with that 
doBarfyen raDge. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


Peanuts 


ACROSS 

1 Detection 
device 

6 Wood-finishing 
tool 

9 Head covering 

14 MaKe one 

15 Scarf like a 
snake 

16 Condor's digs 

17 Razor 
sharpener 

1 8 Jonson or 
Franklin 

19 Rabbit, to 
greyhounds 

20 Be silent 

23 Barnyard 
enclosure 

24 Caustic 
substance 

25 Pastor's flock 

29 That woman 

31 Dull 

35 Show devotion 

36 Violent outburst 

30 Lyric poem 

39 Slays mum 

42 Zodiac sigr. 

43 Meager 

44 Leap over 

45 Belonging to us 

47 Sell 

43 Sires 

49 One of the 
Gershwins 

51 Showy 
performer 

52 Shut up 

61 Bitter 

62 Hamburger 
wrap 

63 Hubbub 

6J Solitary 

65 Spelling 
contest 

66 Proof of 
ownership 

67 Authority to 
decide 

68 Crafty 

69 Glossy 
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Iraq to activate oil 
pipeline with Syria soon 

n.^_. Um'a kaan At 


BEIRUT (R) — Iraq is plan- 
ning to reactivate an oil 
pipeline with Syria in order 
to raise its oil export capaci- 
ty, Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Saeed A1 Sah- 
baf said Tuesday. 

“We are ready to reacti- 
vate the Iraqi-Syiian 
pipeline. The two countries 
have agreed on a plan to 
build a second pipeline that 
might extend to Lebanon in 
the near future,” Sahhaf 
said. 

The pipeline, closed since 
1982, transported Iraqi 
crude from Kirkuk to the 
Syrian port of Banias. Iraqi 
officials have said repairs to 
the pipeline would cost 
some $S0 million. 


The Lebanese section of 
the pipeline, completed in 
1934 , carried oil to the 
northern port of Tripoli. The 
pipeline was regularly sabo- 
taged during the 1975-1990 
civil war in Lebanon and is 
out of order. 

LT.N. trade sanctions ban 
Iraq from exporting oil 
freely as punishment for 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. Bui the Unit- 
ed Nations has since 1996 
allowed Iraq some oil sales 
to pay for food and medi- 
cines. Iraqi crude is export- 
ed through Ceyhan in 
Turkey and from the Gulf 
port of Mina A1 Bakr. 

Syria and Iraq, ruled by 
rival factions of the Baath 


Party, have been at odds 
since the early 1980s but 
both agreed about two years 
ago to reopen their borders 
and engage in economic 

cooperation. 

Sahhaf told a news confer- 
ence before heading to Jor- 
dan Lhat relations between 
Iraq. Syria and Lebanon had 
improved dramatically. 

"We are doing our best to 
double the trade volume” 
Sahhaf said, putting trade 
with Lebanon at about $70 
million and with Syria at 
S140 million. 

He said he hoped that 
diplomatic relations 

between Iraq and the two 
neighbouring countries 

would be restored soon. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasberg en 




iLnU' 


“Who needs an IRA? I’m going back to 
college when I retire and live in a frat 
house paid for with a student loan!” 


By Diane C- Baldwin 
Columbia, MD 


DOWN 

1 Dry. crisp bread 

2 Pot entrance 
lee 

3 Disastrous 

4 Resting on 

5 Take back 


6 Westminster 

7 Bunny moms 

8 Madcap 

9 Bathetic 

10 Came loan 
end 

fi Elaborate 
entrance 

12 in _ of 

13 Chipper 

21 Final degree 

22 Warning signal 

25 Painter Picasso 

26 Au revoir' 

27 Chopper 
feature 

28 Fury 

29 Off. skill 

30 Emcee 

32 Scoundrel 

33 Grown-up 

34 Root 
vegetables 

36 Hitch 

37 Maneuvers 

40 Body of water 

41 Old Gray Mare, 
for one 

46 Peaceful 
protests 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrfon 
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48 Forbid 

50 Calgary 
Stampede, ag. 

51 Sweetheart 

52 Ovine 
utterances 

53 Bruins of coll, 
sports 

54 Helen’s city 


55 Recedes 

56 Fight for honor 

57 Agronomist's 
concern 

58 Less caloric, in 
ads 

59 Wight or Capri 

60 Sneak a 
gander 
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Now arrange the circled letters 10 
rorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Business & Finance 



Beat 


^ A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Cement company reports sharp fall in profit 


DUE TO a 41 per cent drop in 
exports, the pretax profit of the 
Jordan Cement Factories 


Company fell by 22.5 per cent or 
JDI2.6 million last year as it 
declined from JD 11.75 million in 


1997 to JD9.1 million in 1998. 
The lower exports were attributed 
to the inability to export the full 
volume of cement agreed with the 
Palestinian National Authority 
because of the Israeli barriers that 
hinder Jordanian-Palestinian 
trade, and to the halt of exports to 
Syria which alone used to import 
around 400,000 tonnes. 

The company’s director general, 
Taleb Rifai. said exports to the 


Palestinian territories will in 1999 
reach 500‘.000 tonnes which is the 
ceiling that the company was not 
able to attain in 1998 due to 
Israeli impediments. He revealed 
that exports in 1998 totalled 
574,000 tonnes valued at JDH.l 
million compared to 976,000 
tonnes at JD24.8 million in 1997. 

Local sales increased by three 
per cent last year as they rose 
from 2.25 million tonnes valued at 
JD79.3 million in 1997 to 2.31 
million tonnes valued at JD81.3 
million in 1998 (A1 Dustour). 


Civil servants may get pay raise 




** INFORMED SOURCES have 
said that it is most likely to raise 
the salary scale of civil servants 
and military personnel after the 
picture of Arab and international 
Financial and economic aid 
becomes clear. The sources said 
that former governments have 
implemented an adjustment pro- 
gramme that resulted in higher 
prices while keeping wages of 
employees unchanged over the 
past years. Noting that employees 
represent a wide sector of the 
Jordanian society, the sources 
said the assistance would enable 
the government to continue 
implementing the adjustment pro- 
gramme while providing the pos- 
sibility to discuss an increase in 
the pay scale after finding out the 
size of financial aid to the 


Jordanian economy. 

“The salary increases could be 
within JD10 to JD20 depending 
on the scale." the sources said 
stressing that the financial situa- 
tion would determine the raises 
which would not be retroactive. 

Munir Sobar, rapporteur of the 
Lower House’s finance and econ- 
omy committee, said the panel 
will meet with the minister of 
finance and the government’s 
economy team tomorrow to dis- 
cuss raising the pay for civil ser- 
vants and military personnel and 
the effect of stopping cash subsi- 
dies on the various social groups 
< A1 Aswaq). 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 , 1999 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) There might be a problem 
between you and somebody you love today, one of those 
silly little misundersiandings that gets blown way out of pro- 
portion. If you see anything like that brewing today, clam up. 
Its much better to say nothing than to say something you'll 
have to take back later. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) YourexperienctT comesin 
very handy today. You might rely on tricks you learned years 
ago. The old ways will work better than the new ones. One 
thing's for sure: If it looks like its going to be easy, don’t even 
go there. It’ll be a bigger mess than you can imagine. The 
best plan for today might be to wait and try again tomorrow. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Looks like you’re still argu- 
ing your case today. You’ve got some good points, but if you 
overtook the emotional angle, you’ll be making a big mis- 
take. The person who’s seen as the most sensitive, warm and 
lo\ing will gain the most approval. Now that you know that’s 
happening, you can put in whatever sentiment is necessary. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) Don't ask your boss or your 
parents or anybody in a position of authority for favours 
today. And don't try to get off if you get a ticket. The cop is 
not going to be in the mood to hear your brilliant story. 
Nonverbal communication will get through where verbal 
communication won't. In other words, a tear or a smile are 
worth a thousand words. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) Proceed with caution again 
today. Although you and your friends are pretty smart, unex- 
pected complications could arise. Its just one of those days 
when things seem to be all twisted around topsy-turvy. Keep 
your overall objective in mind, and don’t get tangled up in 
the details, especially if the boss asks you how its going. 
\TRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Somebody's going to 
have to make a decision, and guess what? It might be you! 
Sure, its not your place to do that, but you're the only one 
who can see what really needs to be done. You don’t have to 
use just your own judgement, either. You’ve got a few friends 
who can also see what's up. They'll be glad to help. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23.) You may have voted 
in favour of love yesterday, only to think that everything is 
falling apart. Did you make the wrong choice? Not neces- 
sarily Sometimes these things take a little while to work out. 
If you have a disagreement today, don’t make much of iL You 
may just be starting to understand what's real and what’s 
imaginary. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 2!) There's confu- 
sion and misunderstanding, and then a moment of brilliance 
when suddenly you understand exactly what you should be 
doing, and with whom. And just about the time that registers, 
there could be another jolt, and you’ll notice you’ve walked 
right into a wall. In other words, today is a very mixed bag. 
Pav attention. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Love’s 
still in the air. but there are complications. Its kind of like 
you're on a picnic with the person of your dreams, and sud- 
denly a homer’s nest get knocked over and you have to make 
a run for it. You'll find our more about each other, some of it 
flood and some of it bad. Proceed with caution. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) Just when, 
you think vou’ ve got it all figured out, you’re thrown a curve, 
it looks like ihere v $ a setback, and it might not be your fault. 
Don’t get your feelings hurt if things don’t work quite as you 
planned Just set vour plan a linle bit further ahead and give 
it a try. Thai shouldn't be hard Its a Capricorn speciality. 
AQUARIUS: (January' 20 to February' 18) You’re learning 
about love, and some lessons have to be learned through 
experience. You’re very intellectual Heaven knows, you're 
an aniaans scholar. But today, the lesson won’t be quite that 
easv. and if might come as a surprise. Something you had fig- 
ured one way could mm out to be another, so watch oul 
PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) You’re one of the most 
senerous people in the world and your only problem is that 
vou don't have enough money to do it all. Don’t feel bad 
Even if you w ere a bazillionaire, you wouldn't have enough 
money to spend on everyone you’d like. So don’t even try, 
especially not today. 

Birthstone of February : Amethyst — Onyx. 


Air Canada 
reports steep 
’98 losses 

MONTREAL (AFP) — Air 
Canada has reported a net 
loss for 1998 of 16 million 
Canadian dollars ($10.4 mil- 
lion), or 10 cents (65 cents 
U.S.) per share, along with 
plans to reduce its workforce- 

The losses this year, which 
follow 1997’s profits of 427 
million dollars ($278 mil- 
lion), were attributed by die 
company to a 13-day strike in 
September by its plots. 

The strike cut some 250 
million dollars ($1625 mil- 
lion ) from operating profits, 
and reduced net earnings by 
155 million dollars ($975 
million), or 8 1 cents (53 cents 
U.S..) per share, the company 
said 

For the fourth quarter of die 
year. Air Canada lost 20 mil- 
lion dollars, or 11 cents per 
share. 

The company’s president, 
Lamar Durreu, said Air 
Canada would be focusing in 
1999 on building sales and 
cutting costs. 

“Our objective is to bring 
Air Canada’s operating profit 
margins up to U.S. industry 
competitive levels, currently 
in the 10 per cent range," he 
said 
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Israeli business ties with 
Egypt growing— Chamber 


TEL AVIV (R) — 

Commercial ties between 
Israel and Egypt have 
begun expanding in the 
past year, leading to a spate 
of joint ventures, the presi- 
dent of the Israeli-Egyptian 
Chamber of Industry and 
Trade said Tuesday. 

Albert Paposhado said in 
a statement that about 20 
Israeli companies do busi- 
ness in Egypt and estimat- 
ed they had invested some 
$30 million in the last year 
in joint ventures in textiles, 
agricultural products, med- 
ical equipment, refrigera- 
tion and air conditioning 
and plastics. 

Israeli apparel maker 
Bagir is building a $6 mil- 
lion factory with an 


Egyptian partner to make 
suits for export to Europe. 

Bagir said the venture 
would employ 400 people 
and was expected to have 
annual sales of $23 million. 

The chamber said Israeli 
exports to Egypt reached 
just $55 million in 1998. 
down 3.7 per cent from the 
year before, while 
Egyptian exports to Israel 
plunged '40 per cent to $1 8 
million. 

But Paposhado said the 
low figures did not reflect 
the full extent of bilateral 
commercial ties because 
most Israeli-Egyptian joint 
ventures exported to third 
countries. 

He predicted that if the 
two countries signed an 


accord to sell Egyptian nat- 
ural gas to Israel and diplo- 
matic relations improved, 
two-way trade could reach 
$150 million a year. 

Israel and Egypt have had 
diplomatic relations since 
1979, but they have been 
clouded by disagreements 
on Middle East peace talks. 
Economic ties have been 
restrained. 

Paposhado estimated that 
the natural gas deal the two 
sides are now negotiating 
was worth about $5 billion 
over 20 years. 

An Israeli commercial 
delegation sponsored by 
the Israeli Manufacturers 
Association trade group is 
due to travel to Egypt soon. 


United Technologies plans to acquire 
aerospace supplier Sundstrand 


HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AFP) — United 
Technologies Monday 
announced plans to acquire 
Sundstrand Corporation for 
$4.3 billion in a deal it said 
would create a world leader 
in the aerospace industry. 

The acquisition, to be car- 
ried out in a 50 per cent 
cash and 50 per cent stock 
merger, will combine 
Sundstrand with United’s 
Hamilton Standard Unit to 
form H amil ton Sundstrand. 

Sundstrand is a supplier of 
components and subsys- 
tems for aerospace and 
industrial customers. 


including Boeing and 
Airbus. 

United Technologies 
fUTC) also supplies com- 
ponents to aircraft and auto- 
mobile manufacturers. 

The merger requires 
approval by government 
regulators as well as 
Sundstrand shareowners. It 
is expected that the merger 
will be completed in mid- 
1999. • 

“Combining these two 
world class companies pro- 
vides an outstanding oppor- 
tunity to significantly 
increase our total systems 
sales content per aircraft 


which together currently 
averages approximately 
$700,000," said Raymond 
Kurlak, president of UTC’s 
Hamilton Standard UniL 

“Additionally, we antici- 
pate top line growth through 
integrating customer sup- 
port networks and interna- 
tional operations, and align- 
ing specific product areas, 
such as auxiliary power 
units," he added. 

He indicated that the deal 
would reduce production 
costs by three to five per 
cent over the next three 
years. 


Levi’s cuts 5,900 jobs 
as jeans sales slip 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Levi Strauss & Co, hit by 
poor sales of its wodd famous 
blue jeans, said monday it will 
dose 11 of its 22. North 
American manufacturing 
plants, and lay off about 5,900 
employees, or 30 per cent of 
its workforce in the region. 

The move comes a week 
after Levi, one of the world's 
largest brand-name clothing 
makers, reported its sales fell 
1 3 per cent last year, laigely as 
a result of weak sales of its 
jeans. 

The company said the clos- 
ings are part of a series of 
strategic steps by its American 


division to improve its com- 
petitive position in 1999. 

“Our strategic plan in North 
America is to focus intensely 
on brand management, mar- 
keting and product design as a 
means-’ to" meet the casual 
clothing wants and needs of 
consumers,” said John 
Ennatmger, president of Levi 
Strauss, The Americas. 

•“Shifting a significant por- 
tion of our manufacturing for 
the US. and Canadian mar- 
kets to contractors throughout 
fofe world will give the compa- 
ny greater flexibility to allo- 
cate resources and capital to its 
brands. These steps are crucial 


if we are to remain competi- 
tive,” he stressed. 

The company said the plants 
to dose in two phases this year 
were in Texas. -Tennessee, 
Georgia, Arkansas, Virginia, 
North Carolina And Cornwell, 
Ontario. Also included in die 
layoffs are about 100 employ- 
ees from the Brantford, 
Ontario finishing centre and 
about 80 employees who will 
lose their jobs when the com- 
pany shuts down its U.S. trans- 
portation fleet this yean 

Workers at the facilities wfl] 
be given eight months' formal 
notice, Levi said. 


Bahrain merges oil companies 


smmw wsm 

Fax: 5693337 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahrain 
has decided to merge its state- 
owned oil refining and produc- 
tion companies as part of 
efforts to combat the collapse 
of oil prices, newspapers have 
reported. 

The Supreme Oil Council 
decided on the merger of the 
Bahrain Petroleum Co. 


(BAFCO) and the refining 
firm Bahrain National Oil co. 
(BANOCO) “in the interests of 
both companies as well as in 
the national interest" 

The merger would help tack- 
le low oil prices, 00 and 
Industry Minister Isa Ben Ali 
A1 Khalifa told Akhbar AI 
Khaleej newspaper: No 


timetable was given for the for- 
mation of the new company, 
also to be known as BAFCO. 

Bahrain’s oil output fdl by 
nearly force' per cent to 37.674 
barrels a day (bpd) in 1998, 
compared to 38,695 bpd the 
previous year, the oil ministry 
said last week. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 ora®0007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Jbmxjfoi 


Studio Haig 

Professional quafity At 
1 hour service 
Develop youc coJourJSnr 
at our shop and get - 

* JU MBO ph oto size 
30% h wgee* 

* Free enl ar geme nt 
20x30 cm . 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 

Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 




Budget 


Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


*One & Two Bedrooms *Ftfly 
Equipped Kitchenettes *DaBy & 
Long Slay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : cxyualO gg.com.jo 





Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 902-6-6698131 

Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budgetGgacomjo 

An lodtpeadnn Budget system Llctnsw 


ERIlfl! 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


Shehrazad Restaurant 


Great View - Overlooking Amman 
Enjoy outstanding Mezza and live music. 


(f©M/TriM%4©5fc 



Baxerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
LUNCH: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER: 6:30p.m.- 11:30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweiiieh - Al Harora Street Td: 5819730 / 5810811 
PO Box 6555, Amman-Ill 18 Jordan 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 
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Nuggets knock off Lakers in overtime 


rx 



Denver Nuggets center Raef LaFrentz (L) pushes on the chest of Los Angeles 'Lakers cen- 
ter ShaquiUe O'Neal in an effort to stop O'Neal from driving to the basket in the first 
quarter in Denver on Monday. LaFrentz was whistled for a foul trying to stop O'Neal 
(Reuters photo) 


DENVER (Rl — Nick 
van Exel scored eight 
points in overtime, 
including the go-ahead 3- 
pointer against his old 
teammates, as the Denver 
Nuggets snapped a four- 
game losing streak with a 
117-113 victory over the 
Los Angeles Lakers on 
Monday. 

Van Exel, who shot a 
woeful 3-of-l9 for nine 
points in his first 
encounter with the Lakers 
12 days earlier, struggled 
most of the night at I-of- 
12 through four quarters 
before catching fire in the 
extra period. 

He followed his 3-point- 
er with a beautiful feed to 
rookie Raef LaFrentz for 
a reverse dunk that gave 
the Nuggets a 1 09- 106 
lead with 2:30 to play. 

“It feels great getting a 
win against the old team, 
it feels great,” said Van 
Exel. 

“1 have to nick, van exel 


a lot of credit. Even 
though he didn't shoot the 
ball well at all tonight, bis 
assisting was spectacu- 
lar,” said Lakers coach 
Del Harris. 

Van Exel had 16 points 
and 13 assists and 
LaFrentz scored six of his 
20 points in overtime as 
the Nuggets beat the 
Lakers for the First time in 
six meetings. 

Chauncey Billups also 
scored 20 points for the 
Nuggets. 

Antonio Mcdyess led 
Denver with 22 points but 
was held scoreless after 
suffering cramps midway 
through the third quarter. 

ShaquiUe O'Neal led 
Los Angeles with 28 

S oints. Kobe Bryant had 
6 points, 13 rebounds 
and nine assists, leaving 


him just one assist shy of 
his first career tripie-dou- 


In Atlanta, the Chicago 
Bulls got their second win 
and ended their longest 
losing streak in 13 years, 
77-6S over the Hawks. 

Mark Bryant scored 16 
points and eight rebounds 
and Toni Kukoc added 1 1 
points, 10 rebounds and 
six assists for Chicago (2- 
S), which avoided its 
worst start since the 1978- 
79 season. 

The Bulls’ 79-63 loss 
Sunday at New York had 
matched the lowest total 
in club annals and gave 
them a seven-game losing 
streak for the first time 
since February 1986. 

The Hawks were with- 
out all-star guard Steve 
Smith, who went on the 
injured list with a 
sprained knee. Without 
Smith — who had led the 




Minnesota Timberwolves forward Joe Smith locks arms 
with San Antonio Spurs center David Robinson (50) as 
they tight for control of a rebound during the first half on 
Monday (Reuters photo) 


Philadelphia 76ets / guard Allen Iverson glides between (he Cleveland Cavaliers' Vitaly 
Fotapenko (L) and Danny Ferry as he puts up a shot in the second quarter at Gund Arena 
on Monday (Reuters photo) 


ble. The Lakers lost their 
second road game in as 
many nights. 


team m scoring m every 
game — Alan Henderson 


recorded 16 points and 15 
rebounds for the Hawks. 
In Cleveland, Allen 


Iverson scored 37 points 
as the Philadelphia 76ers 
posted a 106-97 victory 
over the Cavaliers. 

The 76ers stopped their 
four-game losing streak 
and Cleveland's five- 
game winning streak. 

Iverson scored 26 points 
in the second half as he 
continued to make Gund 
Arena his personal play- 
ground. On February 8, 
1997, he earned most 
valuable player honours 
for the rookie game at all- 
star weekend there. . On 
april 12 of that year, he 


scored a career-high 50 
points, a building record. 

The 76ers snapped a 
seven-game losing streak 
in Cleveland and beat the 
Cavaliers for just the third 
time in 29 meetings. 

In Minneapolis, Sam 
Mitchell scored eight of 
his 17 points in a pivotal 
fourth-quarter run and the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
contained Tim Duncan to 
beat the San Antonio 
Spurs 95-89. 

Minnesota (8-2) won its 
fourth straight as Kevin 
Garnett had 14 points and 


1 1 rebounds. With the 
help of constant double- 
teams, be limited Duncan 
to 10 points and 12 
rebounds. 

Duncan was scoreless in 
the second and third quar- 
ters. 

David Robinson con- 
tributed 17 points and 17 
rebounds for the Spurs. 

In Orlando, Nick 
Anderson scored 18 of his 
season-high 30 points on 
3-pointers as the Magic 
got their fourth straight 
win, 107-96 over the 
Sacraifiento Kings.' "" ■ 


Penny Hardaway con- 
tributed 23 points and 
eight assists and 
reserve guard Darrell 
Armstrong added 13 and 
1 1 for the magic, who 
improved to 6-0 at home. 

Chris Webber had 22 
points and 13 rebounds 


points and 13 rebounds 
for the Kings, who have 
lost two in a row follow- 
ing a three-game win 


mg a three-game win 
streak. 

In Phoenix, Jason Kidd 
continued his monopoly 
on triple-doubles with his 
third of the season as the 
suns beat the Dallas 
Mavericks 101-83. 

Kidd, a former 
Maverick, got 17 points, 
12 assists and 10 
rebounds in his 22nd 
career - triple-double. • He ■ 
moved past Clyde Drexler 


and Micheal Ray A 
Richardson into sixth 
place on the all-time list, 
although triple-doubles 
did not become an official 
statistic until the 1990s. 

Kidd is the only player 
to record a triple-double 
this 

Season. Phoenix has 
won seven straight against 
Dallas and 24 of the last 
26 matchups. 

In Salt Lake City, Karl 
Malone collected 20 
points and 10 rebounds as 
the Utah Jazz posted their 
19th straight home victo- 
ry over the winless Los 
Angeles Clippers, 104-89. 

The Jazz are 15-0 dj 
against the Clippers since 
moving into the Delta 
centre and have .the NBA’s 
best record at 9-1. 


Dennis Rodman says he will join Lakers ZSZgZEtS&S?* 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Dennis 
Redman, the cross-dressing, pierced- 
nose bad boy of professional basketball, 
said on Monday he will sign a contract 
with the Los Angeles Lakers but added, 
naturally, that he was “not happy.” 

Rodman, with two diamond rings in 
his pierced nose and one on his upper 
lip. started off a news conference at a 
Planet Hollywood restaurant by saying 
his future was still up in the air, but 30 
seconds later said he would sign a con- 
tract with the Lakers on Monday night. 

The former Chicago Bulls rebound- 
ing specialist said his first game as a 
Laker would be against the Los Angeles 
Clippers on Thursday night and that he 
would wear a number 73 jersey. 

“1 wanted to wear 69 but they would- 
n’t let me,” he said in a reference to a 
love-making position. “So I chose 73 
because I have seven NBA rebound 
titles and three championship rings in a 
row. On top of that 73 is a reverse of ray 
age. 37,” he said. 

Rodman won his last three champi- 
onship rings for Chicago in the compa- 
ny of superstars Michael Jordan and 
Scoriie Pippen to odd to two he won 
with the Detroit Pistons. 

He has been shopping for a new team 
since the dismantling of the Bulls after 
last season. Jordan retired, Pippen 
jumped to the Houston Rockets and 
most of the other key Bulls also depon- 
ed. 

Rodman's agent started talking with 
Lakers owner Jerry Buss and general 
Manager Jerry West 2 1/2 weeks ago. 

They have reached an agreement 
under which Rodman would receive 
5495.000 for the remainder of the lock- 
out-shortened season. The Lakers had 
only the 51 million 10-year veteran’s 
minimum available to pay him under 
the current salary- structure of the 
league. 




Basketball star Dennis Rodman appears during pre-Supex Bowl festivi- 
ties in Miami Beach, Fla., in this Jan. 28, 1999 photo. Rodman, who has 
exasperated Lakers management with his indecision, is expected to 
announce whether he will rejoin the NBA and play for Los Angeles on 
Monday (AP photo) 


“No. I’m not happy with the contracL 
It's about minimum wage for the league 
and the taxes will be about 5200.000,” 
Rodman said. 

This exchange led to a moment of 
histrionics when Rodman appeared to 


break down in tears and accused jour- 
nalists of picking on him. 

Asked if he was being selfish in hold- 
ing out against the Lakers for two 
weeks, tears welled in Rodman's eyes. 

“You call me selfish. Last year I gave 


$1 million to charity. I give my all on 
the court, but no matter what I do for 
this league or the game of basketball I 
can never win in situations like this. I 
am never going to win with you peo- 
ple,” he said. 

He was flanked by his wife, actress 
Carmen Electro, whom he married in 
wbat his agent called a "drunken 
moment” in Las Vegas earlier this year, 
then announced he was seeking an 
annulment. Rodman said his purpose in 
joining the Lakers was to entertain the 
people of southern California. 

‘It’s nor because of the money or to 
ny to shine. I’m playing for the people. 
Til give the people what they want,” he 
said. 

He also said he intended to bring 
focus to the young Lakers team, who 
feature the mighty centre ShaquiUe 
O’neal and the electrifying 20-year-old 
Kobe Bryant but have an unfortunate 
tendency to lose in the fourth quarter of 
a game. 

“Right now the Lakers are not a 
championship calibre team. When will 
they be? Ask me in April,” he said. 

Rodman — who has dated pop star 
Madonna, is known for wearing 
women’s clothing and heavy make-up, 
colours his hair in gaudy hues and dec- 
orates his body with many tattoos — 
insisted that while his life off the bas- 
ketball court might be seen by some as 
“Bizarre.” he was all business on the 
court 

“Ask Michael Jordan or Scorn e 
Pippen. they’ll tell you, 'whatever he is 
off the court, on the court he gives it all 
he's got,"* said Rodman. 

Would he be affected by the laid-back 
Los Angeles lifestyle, he was asked “I 
don’t give a damn about the LA. ; 
lifestyle. I've got my own lifestyle,” he 1 

replied I 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) 
— The Salt Lake 
Organising Committee’s 
(SLOC)new policy adviso- 
ry group will conduct its 
business in public, though 
that might be tough on 
some of its members, 
according to an SLOC offi- 
cial. 

“You're talking about a 
group of people who are 
not accustomed to (airing 
their views in public), so 
I’m not sure when we get 
debating the thing, how 
people will react,” Nolan 

Karras said Monday. "I 
have some reservations, 
but we’ll have to learn to 
live with them.” Karras is 
chairman of the policy 
committee and the gover- 
nor's representative on 
SLOC’s board of trustees. 

In the wake of the scan- 
dal over Salt Lake City's 
Olympic Organisers dis- 
pensing more than $1 mil- 
lion in cash, scholarships 
and gifts to International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
members in its successful 
bid for the 2002 Winter 
Games, legislators are con- 
sidering a bill that would 
require SLOC to adhere to 
the same open-records and 
open-meeting rules as gov- 
ernment agencies. 

Karras said applying that 
law to a private, non-profit 
organization could get 
tricky. For instance, should 
SLOC’s audit and 
Compensation committees 
be open to the public? And 


what protection should be 
afforded contracts with 
Olympic sponsors? 

*i’m very comfortable 
with having our meetings 
open,” said policy-com- 
mittee member Maria 
Garciaz. “But if I sat on the 
compensation committee, I 
don’t know if I would open 
that to the public.” 

The more complicated 
issue, Karras said, is revis- 
ing SLOC’s ethics policy 
and setting conflict-of- 
interest standards. 

SLOC Chairman Bob 
Garff has made it clear that 
the new policy should for- 
bid board members from 
doing business with SLOC. 

. As a result, three trustees 
have resigned: Snowbasin 
ski area owner Earl 
Holding, Layton 

Construction owner Alan 
Layton and Nick Badami, a 
shareholder in the compa- 
ny that owns Park City 
mountain resort. 

However, there also is 
Don Cash. Ceo of Questar. 
the sole supplier of natural 
gas in Utah. SLOC also 
must deal with Pacificorp, 
the electric utility of which 
Karras is a board member. 
Karras believes those 

conflict-of-interest disclo- 
sures should be made pub- 
lic. He is less comfortable 
requiring board members 
to reveal their stock hold- 
ings, or asking those 
trustees who are attorneys 
to reveal their clients. 
Elsewhere. Chile’s 


Sergio Santander, facing 
expulsion from the IOC for 
his role in the Salt Lake 
City scandal, resigned 
Monday as president of his 
country’s national 

Olympic committee. 

Santander, 72. has admit- 
ted receiving 54,700 from 
Tom Welch, former presi-^k 
dent of the Salt Lake City 
bid organisers, but called it 
a personal contribution to 
an unsuccessful political 
campaign in 1993. 

Santander cited medical 
reasons for stepping down, 
but asked to remain in the 
job until March 31 “to 
retrieve my personal 
belongings and formally 
finish various administra- 
tive matters.'’ 

The IOC plans to end its 
investigation this weekend 
into possible misconducr 
by members implicated in^ 
the Salt Lake City scandal. •* 

Olympic officials said 
Monday the six-member 
investigative panel will 
begin meeting late this 
week at IOC headquarters 
in Switzerland. The meet- 
ings will be private, with 
no news conferences or 
announcements planned, 
pending final decisions by 
the IOC executive board. 
The board is to meet 
March 14-15, just before 
the March 17- IS general 
assembly called to deal 
with the crisis. 
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Ivanisevic earns first 
round win in London 


Belmondo wins second gold, Alsgaard 
beats Myllyla 


LONDON (AFP, - Croatia's Goran 
I i van ^ c ^ sneake<i ' ml ° second round of 
the $500,000 ATP event at Battersea Park 
with a 6-3, 0-6. 7-6 (7/1) win over Jan 
Siemennk of Holland. 

Ivanisevic won the first set in just 28 min- 
utes and looked set for a comfortable after- 
noon. 


But the three-times Wimbledon finalist 
then fell apart in the second set, losing his 
serve three times as Siemennk took it 6-0 to 
level the match. 

Siemennk had won three of the previous 
four meetings between the pair and another 
victory against the seventh seed looked on 
the cards when he fought back from a break 
down in the decider to force a tie-break. 

But Ivanisevic had by now composed 
himself again and stormed through the tie- 
break 7-1 to book a second-round tie 
against Hicham Arazi of Morocco. 

Ivanisevic revealed he found it difficult to 
concentrate as strong winds buffeted the 
temporary stadium marquee. 

kept looking at the roof waiting for it to 
blow off, I started to freak out a bit in 
there” said Ivanisevic. “I lost it there for a 
couple of games and could not get any balls 
in court, but after one nervous game in the 
third set I played good tennis.” 

Sweden's Australian Open finalist 


Thomas Enqvist also cruised into the sec- 
ond round with a 6-1, 6-3 victory over 
Switzerland's Marc Rosset. 

Enqvist needed just 57 minutes to brush 
aside 1992 Olympic champion Rosset, 
breaking twice in the first set and only 
requiring one break in the second set as 
Rosset capitulated tamely, netting a simple 
backhand on match point. 

Enqvist, seeded sixth, needed a late wild 
card for the event but will now meet 
Germany's David Prinosil, who continued 
his fine run of form with a victory over 
Andrei Pavel. 

The 25-year-old took the first set on a 
tight tie-break before getting control of the 
match, running out a comfortable winner 7- 
6 (7/5) 6-3. 

World number 46 Hicham Arazi joined 
prinosil in the second round with a com- 
fortable straight sets win over Bohdan 
Ulihrach. 

The Moroccan had only won two matches 
on the tour so far this season but needed just 
Ihr 10-min to beat his Czech opponent, 
ranked 30th in the world, 7-5, 6-4. 

Former Wimbledon champion Richard 
Krajicek of Holland, the fourth seed, made 
short work of his match, beating American 
Jeff Tarango 6-4, 6-2 in just 54 minutes. 



Mike Tyson throws a fit in the ring following his bout with Evander Holyfield at the 
MGM Grand Garden in Las Vegas, in this June 28, 1997 photo. Tyson had been taken off 
antidepressant drugs two days before he became enraged and threw a TV set in a 
Maryland jail, a source dose to the boxer told The Associated Press. Corrections officials 
in Montgomery County axe meeting Monday assess Tyson's medical care, a law enforce- 
ment source told the AP, speaking on condition of anonymity (AP photo) 


Tyson could lose privileges 
for jail outburst 


RAMSAU, Austria (AP) — 
Olympic Champion Thomas 
Alsgaard of Norway edged 
Mika Myllyla of Finland at 
the finish line to win the 
men's 15-kilometre freestyle 
pursuit cross-country race at 
the Nordic Ski World 
Championship Tuesday. 

Siefania Belmondo of Italy 
blazed through a snow storm 
to her second gold medal 
when she won the women's 
10 -kilometre freestyle pursuit 
earlier Tuesday. 

Alsgaard, only 15th in 
Monday’s 10-km, the first leg 
of the pursuit, went into the 
race with a 57-second deficit 
behind Myllyla, winner of the 
gold medals in the 10 -km and 
the 30- km and now owner of 
three medals from three 
races. 

But Alsgaard steadily cut 
the deficit and around the 
12 lh kilometre caught up 
with Myllyla and Bjorn 
Daehlie, who had been 
switching places in the lead. 

As Alsgaard surged ahead, 
Myllyla stayed with him but 
Daehlie, the Norwegian 
superstar, dropped behind 
“Once I caught up with 
Myllyla. my tactic was to 
stay behind and, rest and 
sprint in the home stretch,” 
said Alsgaard, a powerful fin- 
isher. 

The plan worked, just as it 
did for Alsgaard at the 
Olympics, when he edged 
Daehlie at the finish line. 
Myllyla was unable to push 
ahead as the two sprinted 
home next to each other. 

Daehlie, eight-time 

Olympic champion and the 
most successful cross-coun- 
try skier of all time, could not 
defend the bronze medal and . 
dropped to sixth place. 

As Alsgaard won the race 
in 41 minutes. 35.9 seconds 
with Myllyla 0.7 seconds 
behind, Italy’s Fulvio Valbusa 
pushed ahead to clinch the 
bronze, 22.7 seconds behind 
Alsgaard Jari Isometsae of 
Finland was fourth and Jaak 
Mae of Estonia fifth. 

Alsgaard's total time for 
two races was one . hour, five 
minutes, 54.9 seconds. 

“Before the race, I didn't 
think it was realistic to dunk 
of the gold” Alsgaard said “1 
just tried to run ai my speed” 
Alsgaard clinched his third 
major title, after winning the 
30k gold medal at the 1994 
Olympics and the 15k gold in 
1998. Myllyla usually loves 



Stefania Belmondo of Italy shows the two gold medals she won in the women's 15- km 
race and the 10-km pursuit cross country at the World Nordic Skiing Championships on 
Tuesday. Belmondo won Tuesday's pursuit race ahead of Nina Gavriljuk of Russia and 
Irina Taranenko-Terelia of Ukraine (Reuters photo) 



Thomas Alsgaard of Norway raises his arms in heavy snowfall as- he crosses the finish 
line of the men's 15km Pursuit “Cross^cotintiy at the World Nordic Skiing 
Championships on Tuesday. Alsgaard won the race ahead of Finland's Mika Myllyla and 
Fulvio Valbusa of Italy (Reuters photo) 


racing in snowstorms, but 
Tuesday's blizzard was too 
much even for him. “My 
opinion is that we should not 
have raced, I wasn’t happy. 
But it wasn’t why I lost. 


Thomas was much stronger 
today and earned his gold 
medal.” 

Alsgaard, 27, said the con- 
ditions were not fair, “but it 
wasn’t my decision.” 


Belmondo, who won the 
opening women's 15k. made 
her move just after passing 
the halfway Mark and kept 
ur the pace until she crossed 
the finish line with an Italian 


flag in her hand. 

“It was a tough race but I 
am very happy about the way 
it turned out,” Belmondo 
said. “Ramsau is like my sec- 
ond family.” The Italian 
trains often in this Austrian 
cross-country skiing resort 

Nina Gavriliuk of Russia 
took the silver medal 28.9 
seconds behind and Irina 
Taranenko-Terelia of Ukraine 
seized the bronze, trailing 
34.4 seconds. 

Belmondo, 30, is on the 
best way to wipe out the frus- 
trations of the 1997 champi- 
onship in Trondheim, 
Norway, when she had to set- 
tle for four silver medals. 

Her 15-km victory Friday 
was her first triumph in a 
major championship in six 
years. 

Belmondo started the race 
in eighth place, 44 seconds 
after Bente Marti nsen of 
Norway, the winner of 
Monday's 5-km. the first leg 
of the pursuiL 

Russia's Olga Danilova, 
second in the 5k, held the 
early lead, but with the race 
going into the sixth kilome- 
tre. Belmondo surged past 
and held on to win in 29 min- 
utes, 38.9 seconds. Her com- 
bined time for the two pursuit 
races was 42:27.9. 

With her quick pace and 
light weight, the slightly-built 
Italian flew through the bliz- 
zard, easily keeping her dis- 
tance from the rest of the 
field. 

Behind her, there was a 
mad scramble in the closing 
kilometre, with Gavriliuk and 
Taranenko-Terelia pushing 
through to win the other 
medals. 

Anfisa Reztsova of Russia 
finished fourth, while 
Danilova fell to fifth. 

Martinsen. who is not a 
freestyle specialist, ended up 
eighth. 

Her victory in the 5-km 
classical Monday was the 
first gold for the Norwegian 
women since the 1991 Trade 
Dybedahl victory at predaz- 
zo. 

Belmondo was a silver 
medallist- in the 30k at the 
Nagano Winter Olympics last 
year. 

Belmondo’s first major tri- 
umph came with the 30k gold 
at the 1992 Albertville 
Olympics. A year later, she 
won two world titles but then 
had to wait until Friday for 
another gold. 
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ROCKVILLE, Maryland 
(AP) — Mike Tyson will 
learn Wednesday whether 
he’ll lose privileges and 
time off for good behavior 
0 for hurling a TV during 
an outburst in jail. 

The former heavyweight 
champion faces a closed 
hearing at Montgomery 
County (Maryland) cor- 
rection center that day 
and a ruling will be 
announced then, the coun- 
ty's department of correc- 
tions said Monday. 

Department spokesman 
Eric Seleznow said jail 
officials cited Tyson for 
destruction of property, 
assault on correctional 
staff and disorderly con- 
duct. 

A disciplinary panel 
9 will determine Tyson’s 
level of responsibility. 
Penalties could include 
loss of privileges and 
credit for good behavior 
in time served. 

The 32-year-old boxer 
has been in an isolation 
cell since Friday, when he 
tossed a television set 
against jail bars in an 
inmate recreation area. 
He reportedly became 
agitated when a guard 
hung up a telephone he 
was using. 

“Officials have three 
working days to have a 
hearing to consider all the 
m facts relevant to the inci- 
® dent," Seleznow said. “At 
this poinL we're not con- 
sidering criminal 

charges.” 

Jail officials Monday 
assessed Tyson’s medical 
care, said a law enforce- 
ment source, who spoke 
on condition of anonymi- 

iy- 

Tyson is serving a one- 
year sentence for assault- 
ing two men after a minor 
traffic accident in August 
in suburban Washington. 

His jail outburst 


occurred two days after 
jail officials began with- 
holding his daily dose of 
Zoloft, an antidepressant 
medication prescribed to 
manage what doctors 

have described as mood 
swings, a boxing source 
who requested anonymity 
told the Associated Press. 

Doctors who testified at 
Tyson’s licensing hearing 
before the Nevada 

Athletic Commission in 
October said- he is fre- 
quently depressed. 

He is being treated by 
Dr. Richard Goldberg, 
Chairman of • the 
Psychiatry Department at 
Georgetown University 
Medical Center. 

The boxing source said 
Goldberg had unsuccess- 
fully attempted to per- 
suade jail officials to 
allow Tyson to continue 
his medication. 

A Georgetown 

spokesman on Friday said 
Goldberg would not com- 
ment on the latest devel- 
opments. 

Zoloft is approved by 
the Food and Drug 
Administration for the 
treatment of depression, 
panic disorder and obses- 
sive compulsive disorder. 
Experts say abruptly 
withholding the medica- 
tion from a patient would 
not lead to enhanced 
mood swings, but it could 
affect behavior. 

“One of the major rules 
in medicine is don’t rock 
a stable boat,” said Dr. 
John Greist. a clinical 
psychiatry professor at 
the Institute of Medicine 
in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Greist, who began work- 
ing with Zoloft three 
years before its FDA 
approval in 1991, has pre- 
scribed Zoloft for more 
than 200 patients. 

He said that if Zoloft 
reduced irritability, anger 


and aggression, then “dis- 
continuing it gradually or 
abruptly would permit 
those inherent character- 
istics to reemerge.” 

Before last Wednesday, 
Tyson had taken Zoloft on 
a daily basis for four 
months with the excep- 
tion of the week preced- 
ing his Jan. 16 fight with 
Francois Botha. A boxing 
source, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said 
he began taking it again 
the day after the fight. 

Tyson won a fifth-round 
decision against Botha in 
his first since losing his 
boxing licence for biting 
Evander Holyfield during 
a championship bout in 
June 1997. 

While training for the 
Botha fight in Phoenix in 
December, Tyson 

appeared in good spirits. 
The week of the fight 
Tyson was combative at 
times, using profanity in 
one exchange with a tele- 
vision reporter. 

Tyson is on probation in 
Indiana for raping a beau- 
ty pageant contestant in 
an Indianapolis hotel 
room in 1991. He was 
released from prison in 
march 1995 after serving 
three years. 

Indiana officials will 
consider whether to 
revoke bis probation 
based on his legal prob- 
lems in Maryland. 

He pleaded no contest to 
the Maryland charges, but 
has until March 7 to 
appeal the sentence. 

Tyson’s advisers hoped 
he would be assigned to a 
prerelease programme 
within 60 days. His 
assignment to a halfway 
house would have enabled 
him to resume his train- 
ing, but this latest episode 
in jail could affect his eli- 
gibility for that pro- 
gramme. 


New four continents event started Tuesday 


HALIFAX, Nova Scotia (R) 
— Eighty-eight athletes from 
13 countries will compete for 
$5 1 7,000 in prize money at the 
inaugural ISU four continents 
figure skating championships 
that began on Tuesday. 

The new event, open to 
skaters from North America, 
Asia, Australia and Africa, is 
billed as the equivalent to the 
century-old European champi- 
onships. 

Given thar some participat- 
ing countries such as Mexico. 
South Africa and Australia are 
not strong figure skating 
nations, however, the competi- 
tion win not have the same 
depth as the Europeans. 

The entry list is also weak- 
ened by the absence of leading 
Americans Michelle Kwan, a 
two-time world champion, 
new U.S. men’s champion 
Michael Weiss, and pair team 
Kyoko Ina and John 
Zimmerman, who all chose to 
slap the four continents event. 

Carolyn Kruse, chair of the 
USFSA's International Team 
selection committee, said “it 
would have been too much" 
for Weiss and Ina and 
Zimmerman to compete here, 
given that they just came off 
the national championship a 
week ago and will fly to Sl 
P etersburg, Russia, next week 
for the grand prix final 
“It’s a scheduling problem," 
said Kruse. “Our sports medi- 
cine committee recommends 
at least three weeks between 
competitions.” 

As for Kwan, Kruse said, 
“she just wants to train and 
work awards worlds.” 

Thai makes Canada’s three- 
time World Champ Elvis 
Stojko the headliner here, and 
the favourite to claim the top 
prize of $ 22,000 in the men’s 
evenL 

The women’s field has no 


world medallists. Tatiana 
Malinina, of Uzbekistan, 
eighth at the *98 Olympics and 
a Grand Prix finalist this sea- 
son, and Japan's Fumie 
Suguri, who also made the list 
for the Grand Prix final are the 


leading contenders for the 
women’s gold. 

In the pairs event world top- 
10 ranked Xue Shen and 
Hong bo Zhao of China and 
Canada’s Kristy Sargeant and 
Kris Winz will battle for gold 


and the $33,000 that goes with 
it In ice dance. Canadians 
Shae-Lynn Bourne and Victor 
Kraatz. third-ranked in the 
world, should waltz away with 
the title and $33,000. Most in 
the field of 12 couples have 


never even been to the world 
championships. No competi- 
tors will go away empty-hand- 
ed, however, since the last- 
place finishers in singles get 
SI 200 and in pair and dance 
$3,300. 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

A company is looking for two employees with the 
following qualifications: 

1. Position: Assistant to the Director 

Qua lifi c a tions; 

A. Graduate of U.S. or British university (preferable). 

B. Fluency in English both spoken and written a must. 

C. Computer skills. 

2 . Typist / Receptionist 
Qu. a U f i g gti.P. ng ; 

A. Excellent typing skills in English and Arabic. 

B. Computer skills. 

Please send your curriculum vitae with recent 
photo to: 

P.O. Box 840278 
Amman 11184 





Sales/ P.R 
Executive 




LOVE ALL SERVE ALL 

Hard Rock Cafe. An internationally recognized theme 
restaurant known for its customer service, quality food, 
entertainment, and employee growth, is currently seeking a 
Sales/ P.R Executive for its 
unit in Amman, 

Hie Ideal candidate will plan and oversee the sales, 

PJR and promotional activities. 

Qualified applicants should have related experience. 

/®s Please fax your C-V. to: 


Hurd Rock Calc. Amman 
Lux: 962-6-5934907 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

• Studio • One bedroom 
• Two bedrooms 
CH & Telephones 

Location: Jabal Amman (Shaer Building) 
bet... 3rd & 4th Circles 
Tel: 4642351-079/550504 



International Softools 

Of Cfioueifat 


Office Manager for Saudi Arabia 


is required for one of its 

Associate Members 

Min, qualifications required: 

1. Fluency in both English & Arabic. 

2. Mia. 3-5 years of experience in office 
management. 

3. Excellent communication skills. 

4. Computer Literacy & typing skills. 

Please submit CVs 
by fax (06 - 5858111) or 
e-mail <jobopportunity@sabis.net>. 

(you must include Ref# KSA/299) 


SCHOOL NETWORK 


FOR RENT 


I. MI.La : 4ROOMS + RECEPTION AREA + SWIMMING 
POOL "IN SWEIFIEH”. 

1 ORGl NO FLOOR : BEDS A 3B4THS - SW1M.M1MG POOL "DEIR GHBAR" 
5. ROOF TOP : 3BEDS - BATHS AHTH TERRACES NEAR 4ih CIRCLE 
4. PREMllM .MODERN - OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT IN DIFFERENT LOCATIONS 


BYBLOS REAL ESTAT : byb!os_r (ggo.com.jo / tel 5855 


V. 


> 







12 News 


Government in charge 

shoots down 
reports of mass unrest 



BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
President Saddam Hussein's 
government was Tuesday firm- 
ly in control of Shiite Muslim 
areas where deadly unrest 
reportedly broke out after last 
week’s murder of Iraq’s top 
Shiite cleric. 

Iraqi authorities took foreign 
journalists on a guided tour of 
the Shiite city of Nassiriya in 
die south (hat showed no sign 
of heavy dashes or shelling as 
reported by the opposition. 

Diplomats in Baghdad and 
Iraqi sources contacted from 
Amman, meanwhile, agreed 
that the government was in 
control. 

But in Tehran. Iraqi security 
guards fired shots in the air and 
four people were injured as 
some 1.000 opponents of 
Saddam's regime attacked 
Iraq’s embassy on Tuesday, 
opposition sources said. 

In Nassiriya, several residents 
interviewed by AFP denied any 
trouble had taken place in the 
city following the assassination 
on Friday of Grand Ayatollah 
Mohammad Sadeq A1 Sader 
and two of his sons. 

Traffic policemen were the 
only security presence spotted 
on a tour around Nassiriya. 300 
kilometres from the capital. 
Shops were open and traffic 
flowed as normal. 

"WhaL the media reported 
was all false," Provincial 
Governor General Ahmad 


Abdullah Saleh told reporters. 

"Who do you want the peo- 
ple to protest against?’ he 
asked, denying that any arrests 
had been made in the city of 
one million people. 

Journalists saw no sign of 
bombardment despite opposi- 
tion reports that the army used 
heavy artillery to shell 
Nassiriya after losing control of 
parts of the city. 

The wails of Nassiriya were 
plastered with portraits of 
Saddam and graffiti blasting the 
United States. No broken win- 
dows, bullet holes or spent car- 
tridges were visible. 

A Shiite opposition group 
based in Iran, the Supreme 
Council for Islamic Revolution 
in Iraq (SORT), said Monday 
that army shelling had killed at 
least 18 people in Nassiriya. 

On TUesday. Iraqi sources in 
Amman said thru security 
forces had “violently sup- 
pressed" any unrest, although 
not before the troubles spread 
to the western Sunni town of 
RamadL 

“Gashes between Ramadi 
residents and security forces led 
to numerous arrests and left 
many injured" on Sunday, one 
source said. 

Armoured vehicles patrolled 
the streets of many of Iraq's 
main cities on Monday, the 
third straight day of clashes 
which left at least 100 dead in 
Baghdad alone, according to 


witnesses and other Iraqi 
sources. 

But the authorities dismissed 
all reports of violent protests in 
Shiite suburbs of Baghdad and 
•mainly Shiite southern dries, 
and the information ministry 
organised Tuesday’s tour in an 
effort to prove its case. 

According to a foreign diplo- 
mat based in Baghdad, the 
news of Sader s assassination 
brought people into die streets 
of the suburb of Saddam City 
on Saturday. 

“The security forces soon 
brought the demonstrators 
under control and calm was 
restored.’’ the diplomat said. 

The opposition blamed 
Sader ’s l ollin g on Baghdad 
while the government said it 
made arrests and condemned 
the murder as an attack on 
Iraq's stability. 

hi Washington, an unnamed 
U S. official said there had been 
“some unrest." But be also 
played down its long-term 
impact, saying “they've had 
unrest in the past" 

Iraqi Shiites make up around 
65 per cent of the 22 naffion 
population but play little part in 
the government, which is dom- 
inated by Sunni Muslims. 

In 1991. a bloody crackdown 
suppressed a Shnte uprising in 
southern and central Iraq fol- 
lowing Baghdad's defeat by a 
LfS.-Ied coalition in the Gulf 
War over Kuwait 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ukrainian nuclear workers to protest 


KIEV (AP) — Ukrainian nuclear plant workers will drama- 
tise their demand for back wages and government support by 
building tent camps in the energy towns that house plant per- 
sonnel, a spokesman for the Chernobyl nuclear power plant 
said Tuesday. Beginning Wednesday, the workers will spend 
part of their spare time in the tents instead of resting “to 
stress that the plant’s safety is in danger," spokesman Serhiy 
Pavlovskiy said. As if to prove his words, the single working 
reactor at the Khmelnitsky power station was shut down 
Tuesday by its automatic safety system. The reason for the 
shutdown of the WER-I000 reactor was not immediately 
clear but there were no radiation leaks, the stale Energoatom 
company said. 


U.N. action on village may be sought 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon threatened Tuesday to submit 
to the U.N. Security Council a complaint over Israel’s expan- 
sion of the "security zone" it occupies in south Lebanon. 
Lebanese Prime Minister Salim Hoss told reporters it would 
take the case of last week’s Israeli annexation of the south 
Lebanese village of Araoun to the U.N. if the panel set up to 
protect civilians foils to adjudicate on the issue. He insisted 
the International Truce Monitoring Committee was empow- 
ered to consider the matter, "since it is linked to civilians." 
Officials here said the Israeli delegation to the truce panel 
has taken (he tine that the annexation of Amoun was merely 
a security measure, and as such did not come “within the 
scope of the committee.'' "We hope that the committee 
issues a decision to reverse the situation and allow the resi- 
dents who were displaced to return home,” Hoss said. 


U.N. to probe Afghan mystery disease 


GENEVA (AFP) — Two experts from the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) are due to start visits Friday to remote 
mountain villages in northeast Afghanistan where more than 
150 people have died from a mysterious illness, a 
spokesman said Tuesday. Local health authorities have told 
the WHO that around 2,000 people in almost 20 villages 
were plagued by fever, aches, vomiting and diarrhoea. At 
least 150 have uireadv died. 


Egyptian stabs fiancee over education 


CAIRO (APT*) — A schoolteacher stabbed and critically 
wounded his fiancee with a broken bottle when she refused 
to give up a college degree for holy matrimony, police said 
on Tuesday. Ahmad Bayyumi Mohammad. 25, signed a 
marriage contract with his cousin Dalia Assent. 1 9. a year 
ago when she was still a second-year studem at Cairo 
University’s faculty of commerce. At the time both agreed 
that Assem would study two more years to get a degree that 
would enable her to work after they married, but 
Mohammad, who teaches mathematics, figured differently. 
He stormed his aunt's house on Monday and demanded that 
his future wife give up her college education for a quick 
wedding. When Assem refused to heed his request, 
Mohammad grabbed a bottle, broke it and stabbed her in the 
stomach, police said. 


6 children die in Turk school collapse 


ISTANBUL (R) — Six primary school pupils were killed in 
western Turkey on Tuesday as a school wall and roof col- 
lapsed under powerful winds. Anatolia news agency said. A 
further four children were injured as the roof and supporting 
wall crashed on to a neighbouring garden at the school in the 
city of Bursa. 


Khatami to visit Saudi Arabia soon 


TEHRAN CR) — Iranian President Mohammad Khatami is 
due to travel to Saudi Arabia some time in late March or in 
April, Iran’s state television said on Tuesday. It said the pres- 
ident would visit Saudi Arabia either during the annual haj 
pilgrimage, to start in late March, “or a little after? It will be 
the first visit to the oil-rich Gulf Arab kingdom by an Iranian 
head of state since the 1979 Islamic revolution, although the 
two former ideological rivals have exchanged some high- 
level delegations in the past year. 


Eritrea 
claims 9 
Ethiopian 
tanks 
destroyed 


ASMARA (AP) — Eritrea 
said its forces were engaged in 
pitched fighting wife 
Ethiopian ground forces on 
Tuesday following an early- 
morning tank and air assault 
along the disputed bolder 
dividing the two Horn of 
Africa neighbours. 

By midday, Eritrean soldiers 
had destroyed nine Ethiopian 
T-55 tanks and captured two 
others in clashes at the Merib- 
Setit front, 132 kilometres 
southwest of the capital 
Asmara, the Eritrean foreign 
ministry said. 

Ethiopia’s ground assault at 
the Merib-Setit front — which 
Ethiopia calls the Badme front 
— began after Russian-made 
Antonov warplanes and 
artillery began bombarding 
Eritrean positions at 4:30 am 
local time, the ministry' said in 
a statement 

The attack broke a lull in 
combat in the area, which had 
been relatively quiet since the 
initial outbreak of intense 
fighting more than two weeks 
ago, the statement said. 

The two countries are con- 
testing parts of their 1,000- 
kilometre bottler that were 
never demarcated after Eritrea 
won independence from 
Ethiopia in 1993. 

In the Ethiopian capital 
Addis Ababa, government 
spokeswoman Selome 

Tadesse confirmed there was 
fighting ai the Badme front 
but offered no further details. 

An earlier government state- 
ment said Ethiopian air force 
planes and artillery had pum- 
melled Eritrean units at two 
other fronts along the contest- 
ed frontier, inflicting what it 
described as “heavy losses." 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 24, 1999 
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CULTURAL CENTRE NAMED IN REMEMBRANCE OF KING HUSSEIN: The Greater Amman Municipality’s JD6 mil- 
lion Cultural Centre in downtown Amman wiH be named after King Hussein in commemoration of his achievements, 
Amman Mayor Nidal HadM ann o unced Tbesday. Last year; King Hussein laid the cornerstone of the buDding on the 52nd 
anniv ersary of Independence Day on May 26. The project consists of several facilities, induding an auditorium for 680 peo- 
ple, a library, lecture halls and a theatre for 280 persons (Photo courtesy of the Greater Amman Municipality ) 


U.S. fighters bomb Iraqi military site 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — T\vo 
U.S. F-15 fighters each 
dropped a 907-kilo bomb on a 
military command and control 
installation in Iraq on Tuesday 
after planes patrolling the 
northern no-fly zone came 
under anti-aircraft fire. 
Pentagon officials said. 

Army Col. Richard Bridges 
added that in a separate inci- 
dent. an unknown number of 
F-I5s dropped 227-kilo 
bombs on a multiple-launch 
rocket site used as an air 


defence facility. 

Both incidents, near the city 
of MosuL about 402 kilome- 
tres north of Baghdad, took 
place about 1100 GMT. 
Bridges said 

He said there was no imme- 
diate word on the extent of 
damage caused by the bomb- 
ing and that the U.S. aircraft 
were not damaged 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency, quoting an unnamed 
muitaiy spokesman, reported 
nothing about structural dam- 


age from the attacks but said 
one Iraqi civilian was injured 
It said foe planes entered Iraq 
from Tlufcey in 13 waves and 
were aided by an air force 
AWACS airborne command 
and control aircraft. 

"Our ground defences 
engaged these planes and 
forced them to flee." the news 
agency report said 

Iraqi forces have repeatedly 
challenged allied planes 
enforcing no-fly zones in 
northern and southern Iraq 


since U.S. and British 
airstrikes on Iraq in December. 
In recent weeks U.S. and 
British planes have responded 
by attacking a variety of air 
defence targets almost daily. 

The flight-exclusion zones 
were set up after the 1990- 
1991 Gulf War to protect 
Iraq's Kurdish and Shiite 
minorities. 

Weatber curtailed U.S- and 
British patrol flights over the 
southern no-fly zone Tuesday, 
officials said 


Arafat urges international Muslim-Christian 
campaign to save Arab east Jerusalem 


CASABLANCA (R) — 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Tuesday called for a 
Muslim-Christian campaign to 
save Arab east Jerusalem 
against what he said was an 
Israeli policy of “ethnic cleans- 
ing.” 

Arafat told a seminar entitled 
“Future of Arab Jerusalem’’ 
that he was still committed to 
his goal to declare a Palestinian 
state but avoided setting a date 
amid mounting international 
pressure for a delay until after 
the May 17 Israeli elections. 

“We... assure the whole 
world thai the establishment of 
the independent state of 
Palestine, with Holy Jerusalem 
as its-capitaL is a sacred and 
legitimate right of the 
ftrlestinian people." he said in a 
sperch ai the three -day seminar 
which began on Tbesday in 


Casablanca. 

"It is a goal that our people 
will not accept to abdicate or to 
give up no matter what the dif- 
ficulties and challenges.” 

Arafat has said he would 
declare an independent 
Palestinian state on May 4. the 
end of a five-year period of 
negotiating a final peace with 
Israel under the Oslo peace 
accords. 

But he appeared willing to 
heed Arab and Western calls 
for a delay. 

’The Palestinian leadership 
is studying and consulting with 
brothers and friends in order to 
arrive at a formula that will sat- 
isfy the aspiration of our peo- 
ple," be said. 

Arafat's speech was mostly 
devoted to the highly emotion- 
al issue of Arab east Jerusalem 
which the Jewish state illegally 


annexed and declared as its 


"eternal capital" shortly after it 
1967 Arab- 


occupied it in the 1! 

Israeli war. 

He said Muslims and 
Christians should launch a 
worldwide campaign under the 
motto of “Saving Jerusalem" 
to combat what he said was an 
Israeli policy to Judaise the 
city. 

The Arab inhabitants of 
Jerusalem are suffering from 
"siege, isolation, expulsion and 
ethnic cleansing... The modes 
of building [Jewish] settle- 
ments and the sweeping 
Judaisation threatening the city 
are escalating." Arafat sad. 

King Hassan of Morocco, 
who heads the so-called 
Jerusalem Committee set up 
by the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIO. said that 
Israeli measures to dumge the 


character of the city were “null 
and void according to interna- 
tional legality." 

"We consider these measures 
among the most serious viola- 
tions of human rights." said a 
speech read on his behalf. 

OIC Secretary General 
Azeddine Laraki and his Arab 
League counterpart Esmat 
Abdul Meguid were among 
the 300 participants who gath- 
ered to discuss a political, 
economy and legal strategy to 
safeguard the Arab character of 
the Holy City, organisers said. 

Faisal Husseini. who holds 
the Jerusalem portfolio m the 
Palestinian National Authority, 
said he hoped the seminar 
would come out with “resolu- 
tions. or perhaps, recommen- 
dations. that would lead to a 
more serious approach in deal- 
ing with Jerusalem." 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The CIA placed VS. spies 
among UN. weapons inspec- 
tors in Iraq since 1992, former 
inspector Scott Ritter said in a 
book reviewed Tuesday by the 
New York Tunes. 

The Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) operatives 
worked closely with the 
United Nations to organise the 
weapons inspections, Ritter 
says in the pages of his book, 
“Endgame.” scheduled for 
publication in April. 

Ritter, who resigned in 
August front the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) to 
protest U.S. mterference in the 
mission, said he and a CIA 
official worked closely togeth- 
er “to plan the operational and 
intelligence support for fee 
largest and most complex 
inspections ever undertaken 
by UNSCOM." 

He said that one year after 
UJV. weapons inspections 
began in Iraq, the CIA provid- 
ed “seasoned personnel... the 
kind of people you want 
around you in a difficult situa- 
tion.” 

The CIA's biggest role, 
Ritter said, came in June 1996 
when nine “CIA paramilitary 
covert operators” were placed 
on a team seeking to inspect 
Iraq's Republican Guard com- 
pounds. 

That same month, there was 
a coup attempt against Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
which Ritter suspected may 
have been tinted to the 
UNSCOM team’s presence, -j 

Ritter’s book, the daily said, " 
is harshly critical of the 
administration of U.S. 
Resident Bfll Clinton and 
especially of Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
who is depicted as strenuously 
seeking Ritter’s removal from 
UNSCOM last year because 
he was considered too aggres- 
sive in dealing with the Iraqis. 

Consulted by the daily, fee 
U.S. Defence Department 
would not comment on 
whether it was considering 
legal action to block Ritter's 
book, which was submitted to 
a security review last week. 

Iraq in the past has repeated- 
ly accused UNSCOM of 
being a vehicle for U.S. spies, ok 
a charge Washington has ™ 
denied although it has 
acknowledged CIA assistance 
to the UN. inspections pro- 
gramme. 


Netanyahu coalition legalises pirate settler radios 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's governing coali- 
tion ignored objections from 
Israel’s attorney general 
Tbesday to push legislation 
through parliament legalising 
pirate radio stations run by 
Jewish settlers and ultra- 
Orthodox activists. 

The opposition, accusing 
Netanyahu of breaking the law 
in order to woo right-wing and 
religious voteis ahead of May 
general elections, immediately 
filed a petition to the supreme 
court demanding the derision 
be annulled. 

Deputies were called back 
from a pre-election recess to 
vote on the proposal to legalise 
Channel 7 radio and two sta- 
tions run by die powerful ultra- 
Orthodox party Shas. 


In a purely partisan vote, 40 
coalition deputies backed the 
legislation, which was attached 
as a rider to supplementary bud- 
get legislation, while 30 opposi- 
tion members voted against. 

One deputy abstained and 
other members of the 120-seat 
Knesset were absent 
Far-right members of parlia- 
ment had threatened earlier this 
month to block adoption of the 
long-overdue 1999 budget 
unless an amendment legalising 
Channel 7 was attached to the 
supplemental “economic 
arrangements bill" presented on 
Tuesday. 

Shas, the third biggest party 
in the outgoing Knesset and a 
key powerbroter in Israeli poli- 
tics. then demanded that its two 
pirate radios both be legalised 
Netanyahu, who is struggling 


in opinion polls and needs 
strong support from the politi- 
cal right if he hopes to win 
reelection in May. insisted on 
legalising the radios despite 
objections from Attorney 
General Eliyakira Rubinstein. 

In its final form, the amend- 
ment legalised pirate stations 
which had been operating for at 
least five years. 

Rubinstein warned Monday 
that the move was “very prob- 
lematic" and would “make it 
very difficult to enforce laws in 
tiie realm of pirate stations and 
the illegal use of radio frequen- 
cies." 

He added that the measure 
proposed by the government 
amounted to ‘'retroactively 
legalising criminal activity.” 

In November, Rubinstein 
indicted several operators of 


Channel 7. which had been run 
out of the West Bank settlement 
of Beit El for years with 
impunity, sometimes broad- 
casting from ships anchored in 
international waters off Israel's 
Mediterranean ooasL 

To resolve the dispute. 
Rubinstein suggested parlia- 
ment adopt a law to issue ten- 
ders for “special interest radio 
stations" which would have 
allowed Channel 7 to become 

legal- 

But the Channel 7 directors, 
who went on trial last week, 
would have been prevented 
from bidding for the tenders 
while under prosecution and 
demanded instead that 
Netanyahu put forward 
Tuesday’s amendment, officials 
at the radio told AFP. 

Tuesday's vote also 


saved 


them from prosecution. 

Deputies from the left-wing 
Meretz Party announced imme- 
diately following Tuesday's 
vote that they were submitting a 
petition to the supreme court 
demanding that the measure be 
annulled. ( 

“Channel 7 is run by repeat ’ 
criminals who had been 
ordered in the past to hall their 
broadcasts," die petition said. 

Meretz also charged dial tfae 
measure was unfair to numer- 
ous other groups which had 
sought to legalise their radio 
stations but were not covered 
by the amendment 
“This is another election 
move to please the right-wing." 
Meretz leader Yossi Sand tdd 
AFP "It’s one mare dirty (rick 
by Netanyahu" 


U.S. refutes Israeli claims on released Palestinian prisoners 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Minister Hamas but none who were involved not true. They did release people. We Palestinian violations indnH.no ^ u ® 


TEL 

Benyamin Netanyahu insisted 
Tuesday that Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat recently released ter- 
rorists — a claim challenged by U.S. 
officials. 

Netanyahu has repeatedly cited 
what he called a “revolving door" 
policy by Arafat to arrest and then 
release Islamists as one of the reasons 
Israel suspended the U^.-brokered 
Wye River peace agreement in 
December. 

In Washington, D.C., Martin Indyk. 
a top U.S. State Deportment official, 
on Monday said Arafat had freed 
some activists of the militant group 


in terror attacks. 

“The fundamental point is that they 
did not release terrorist or murder- 
ers," Indyk told a panel hosted by the 
Jewish Council of Public Affaire. 

One of the participants. Unny Ben 
David, a senior official at the Israeli 
embassy in Washington, told partici- 
pants the Palestinian National 
Authority has released “people who... 
are known terrorists and murderers." 1 

Indyk cautioned Ben David to be 
“veiy careful about what is said" 
about Palestinian compliance. 

“You've said they have been releas- 
ing terrorists and murderers. That is 


?. They did release people, 
checked on it We checked your 
information: we checked their infor- 
mation: we had our own information, 
and it is simply not true." Indyk said. 

In the- Wye agreement Arafat 
pledged to crack down on militants 
and take measures to prevent tenor 
attacks in Israel. 

Israel, in turn, promised to with- 
draw from 13.1 per cent of the West 
Bank by January — a deadline that 
passed with only a two per cent pull- 
back completed. 

Netanyahu suspended implementa- 
tion of the Wye accord in December, 
citing what he said were widespread 


violations, including a 
failure to halt incitement to violence, 
to collect illegal weapons. io reduce 
the Palestinian police force and to 
end threats by Arafat to declare a state 
unilaterally. 

The Palestinians said they have 
kept their commitments and that 
Netanyahu scrapped the accord 
because he was trying to appease 
hard-liners m his crumbling coalition 

a l 5 ulscri P l Provided 
by the U.S. embassy m Tel Aviv. 
Indyk said Mondav that the 
Palestinians are moving forward on 
foeir Wye wmmitmenLs although 
their record was not perfect. 


He noted that Israel has lapsed as 
well, mainly on the troop redeploy- 
ment. 

Asked Tuesday about Indvk’s com- 
ments. Netanyahu said: “They [the 
Palestinians] have done a few posi- 
tive things, but unfortunately they 
b^ve done quite a few negative 
things, such as releasing Hamas ter- 
rorist leaders recently who are out 
there now, free to perpetrate danger- 
ous acts." 

Netanyahu also said tfae 
Palestinians have not cooperated with 
Israel on security matters to fee. 
degree required by the Wye accord. ® 
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